
We had an amazing series in February 
entitled “Awkward.” This series was 
on sex, dating, and homosexuality. 
While these are topics that are 
incredibly sensitive to talk about, 

they are absolutely necessary in the development of our 
young people. Setting the stage for sex as something 
that is special, spiritual, and created by God to be 
enjoyed with one person in life through marriage is so 
important. We talked about the grace of Jesus Christ and 
the opportunity we have to make decisions “from this 
day forward” to honor others and honor God with our 
bodies. It was great to be able to focus on the subject of 
dating as well because dating, like sex, can be viewed 
so casually in our culture. We know that the purpose of 
dating is to fi nd a spouse; therefore we should live-out a 
Christ-like attitude when it comes to making decisions 
regarding how we treat those we may date. 

I was a high school student in a serious relationship 
(with the girl who later became my wife). I remember 
what the temptations were like as someone who went 
to church and wanted Jesus to be at the center of my 
dating relationship. I encouraged our students to know 
their boundaries BEFORE getting into a relationship and 
then clearly communicate those boundaries with the 
person they are dating so they can both live out Romans 
12:1-2. In a world that is constantly pressuring our young 
people in a variety of different ways, we know that God 
has set aside all of these things for a purpose and HE is 
involved in all of it WITH US. 

Thank you for entrusting your high school students 
with us for this series. In the days ahead, I encourage 
you to ask them questions regarding the content of 
our messages and what they learned through the 
AWKWARD series .

A Message from Josh Koskinen

JK!

CINCINNATI MISSION TRIP 
June 19-23, 2017 
Join us for this amazing mission trip to Cincinnati where we’ll be ambassadors for Christ! The cost of this trip per 
person is $325 which includes transportation, lodging, most meals, ministry supplies, and a recreational day at Kings 
Island theme park. Deadline to register is April 2! Register at www.fi rstdecatur.org/cincinnati

TRIVIA NIGHT- CUBA FUNDRAISER 
March 25, 6:30pm 
Join us in supporting the Cuba Mission trip by participating in a trivia competition, eating food, and maybe even 
win a prize! Cost is $15 per person or $100 for a table of 8. What a deal! Register at www.fi rstdecatur.org/cuba to 
participate in this fundraiser.

Please pray for our Cuba team in the days leading up to our trip. Here are the people who make up our team:
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MARCH 5 - WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY?
HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND? 
Scripture: Romans 1 
In this lesson, students will look at various scriptures about the topic of homosexuality. 
Given the sensitive nature of this topic, I want to extend a special invitation to you to email 
me (Pastor Josh) at jkoskinen@fi rstdecatur.org if you would like more information.

NEW SERIES KICKOFF: “ICONS” 

MARCH 12 - PALM BRANCH
Scripture: Matthew 21  
In a series leading up to Easter, we will be looking at various items that point us to 
the cross and to the resurrection of Jesus. This week we will look in Scripture at 
the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry and how the “palm branch” played a role in the 
arrival of Jesus into the city. 

MARCH 19 - COMMUNION 
Scripture: Luke 22
Tonight at Student Life we will experience communion together and look at the meaning 
behind the Passover meal that Jesus had with His disciples leading up to the cross.

MARCH 26 - ROOSTER 
Scripture: Luke 22 
Jesus told Peter that he would deny his name 3 times before the rooster crowed. 
We will look into the story surrounding that event and apply it to the way we live 
our lives for Jesus today.

APRIL 2 - CROWN OF THORNS 
Scripture: John 19
How did Jesus suffer on his way to the cross? This teaching will examine the pain, 
agony, and extreme measures that Jesus went through for us leading up to the cross.

APRIL 9 - CROSS 
Scripture: Luke 23 
The cross has become a cultural symbol, even occasionally a symbol of fashion. But what 
is the cross to us? What did the cross do for us and how can we center our lives on it?


