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WHY THE EAST 
AUDITORIUM?
by Morgan Arseneau  |  marseneau@firstdecatur.org

Did you know that a space is considered full at 
80% capacity? Seems weird, but at that point it 
begins to feel like there is not enough room, and 
it becomes a deterrent for people to worship. 

Back in 2015, the West Auditorium was 
beyond this 80% capacity. People wanted to 
attend FCC at 9:15am, and we were out of 
room. Turning people away was not an option, 
especially for guests who had yet to hear the 
Gospel and know Jesus. How can a church at 
capacity still remain welcoming? 

Our conclusion was to create a second 
service at the same hour, which was a HUGE 
undertaking! After many months of prep, 
planning, reconstruction, and embracing 
change at its finest, our first East Auditorium 
service launched in November 2015.

It’s crazy to think that over a year has passed 
since our first worship service was held in the 
East Auditorium. Today, the East Auditorium 
holds services at both 9:15am and 11am. It’s 
evident that the East Auditorium compliments 
the West Auditorium in many ways. In the East, 
contemporary décor compares to the more 
traditional feel in the West, rows consist of 
chairs instead of pews, and with seating for 
no more than 200, the East provides a cozy, 
smaller church atmosphere.

Yet even with these differences, we still 
acheive important consistencies in all 
of our worship experiences, such as: 
communion, offering, prayer time, live 

PRAYER AS FIRST 
RESPONSE,
RATHER THAN LAST RESORT 
By Brian Talty |  btalty@firstdecatur.org

“To Pray is to Change” –Richard Foster

The pastors and elders have been asked 
many times over the years, “What do you 
attribute the health and growth of First 
Christian Church to?” Above all other 
attributes, our response is, “Prayer.”

We are blessed to be a part of a congregation 
where prayer is our first response, rather than 
our last resort. Our “Week of Prayer” was an 
expression of this. As a church, we started out 
the year discovering what it means to be the 
church in our series “Devoted Together.” Our 
first expression of our devotion together in 
2017 was gathering for prayer.

Throughout the week of February 6-10, 
hundreds gathered over the course of those 
five days for fifteen prayer experiences. We 
worshiped and prayed for God’s work in our 
individual lives, our church, our community, 
and the world. 

While our “Week of Prayer” wrapped up on 
February 10, our ministry of prayer together 
remains. Get involved in praying together by

In the coming weeks, our congregation will take a long slow amble through one of scripture’s four 
biographies of Jesus. Matthew’s account of Jesus shows him to be the Jewish Messiah willing to 

both address and critique the culture around him. His language of 2000 years ago has implications 
for our own time and culture. Jesus’ “upside-down” message of humility and power, and his 
conversations with both religious and non-religious people are relevant to our day and time.



NEWS & NOTES
WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am 
Birth-5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am 
6th-12th Grade – Sunday from 4:30 - 6pm

MARCH 5 • 12:30PM – COLLEGE LUNCH
If you are 18 to 25 years old, join us for a free lunch at Mosaic Café. Feel free to invite a 
friend, too. Questions? A volunteer at the Welcome Center would be glad to help.

MARCH 10 • 6PM – WHY NOT YOU TODAY CONFERENCE (LADIES!)
See the article "Why Not You Today - Women's Conference" on the left hand page. For a 
limited time tickets can be purchased at a special rate for $10 in the FCC lobby during 
services and in the office M-F 8:30am-5pm or for $15 at iTickets.com. Childcare is unavailable 
for this event. Questions? Contact Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org or 217.875.3350.

MARCH 11/12 – FIRST STEPS
SATURDAY AT 6:15PM OR SUNDAY AT 10:30AM
Whether brand new to FCC or just looking to get plugged in, First Steps is the perfect 
place to make connections with other people just like you! Discover our mission and the 
“why” and “how” we grow and serve together. This 20-minute gathering meets in Room 
100. Questions? Contact Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

MARCH 17 • 6PM – FCC COLLEGE GAME NIGHT
College students, come play games, share snacks, and hang out with other college 
students. We’ll meet in Mosaic Café. Questions? Contact Tina Arseneau at tinamariecg@
yahoo.com.

MARCH 24 • 7PM–MARCH 25 • 3PM – MEN'S RETREAT
See the article "Men's Retreat" on the left hand page. Retreat to Camp Warren, only minutes 
from Decatur. Paintball, zipline, fishing, leadership. Learn how to take steps toward 
becoming the man and follower of Christ that you want to be. Questions? Contact Pastor 
Jonathan at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

MARCH 26 • 4:30PM – HYMNOSCOPE
If you love singing traditional hymns of the church, this is an event you won’t want to miss! 
The First Christian Church choir will lead us in hymns and songs that will help us begin 
preparing our hearts for the Easter season. And, as always, you will have the opportunity 
to request your favorite hymn for us to sing together! Questions? Contact Stephanie 
Campbell at scampbell@firstdecatur.org 

PRAY ABOUT IT
If you would like your name to be personally added 
to the prayer list in the newsletter please contact 
the church office. Other prayer requests will be 
provided to our intercessory prayer team.

Peggy Osborn 
Bill Cazier 

Lois Wagner Family 
Gene Hullinger 

Our nation and its leaders.

BLESSINGS 
REPORT

GIVING GRAND TOTAL
January 14/15 –$34,334 
January 21/22 –$46,346 
January 28/29 –$25,440 
February 3/4 –$57,583

ATTENDANCE
January 14/15 –1,070 
January 21/22 –1,131 
January 28/29 –1,237 
February 3/4 –1,166

DONATIONS TO  
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Whether part of our weekend services 
or at some other time in your week, 
contributing your tithes and offerings is an 
act of worship. In addition to the weekend 
in-worship offering, we also have:

X• A giving kiosk located in the lobby near 
the Welcome Center 

X• On-line giving for one-time or recurring 
contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

X• Text to 2176264006 with the dollar 
amount in the body of the text

Thank you so much for supporting the 
ministries of First!

MEMBERSHIP
Many committed to 
membership during our 
Devoted Together sermon 
series. Stay tuned for a final 
count in the April edition of 
The Decatur Christian.

BAPTISMS
Cristina Binnion 
Jessikah Bradshaw 
Sydney Durbin 
Keith Gable 
Caitlin Maley 
Courtney Maley 
Anton Montgomery 
Megan Welge

MEMORIALS
Beverly Harvey  
January 24, 2017

Lois Wagner  
February 8, 2017

Why Not You Today - 
Women's Conference
By Morgan Arseneau  |  marseneau@firstdecatur.org

The Women’s Ministries of First Christian 
Church are excited to be hosting the "Why 
Not You Today" conference led by Sonya 
Jones, finalist of The Biggest Loser, with 
guest speaker Courtney Westlake.

Come join us in the East Auditorium 
for a girls’ night out of worship and 
encouragement! The overall theme of 
the conference is pouring into the lives of 
women and sharing the message of when 
circumstances of life are difficult, we can 
choose to surrender them into the hands 
of Jesus, who can turn our stories into a 
beautiful thing. This would be a great event 
to invite a friend, neighbor, or coworker!

Men’s Retreat
By Jonathan Grunden  |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

March 24-25 will be our first annual Men’s 
Retreat. Men of all ages, join us for this 
opportunity to get away from the daily 
grind, reflect, grow, and connect with other 
men in the life of First Christian Church. The 
cost for the retreat is $40 per person which 
includes overnight accommodations as 
well as two meals on Saturday.

Pastor Brian, along with other leaders in 
our church will encourage and challenge 
us to grow. This is a great opportunity to 
reflect on your life and faith, and take some 
practical steps toward being the man, 
husband, father, employee, employer, son, 
brother, friend, and most importantly the 
follower of Jesus you desire to be. Along 
with great sessions, we will have a lot of 
fun. Camp Warren has a nice gym, zip line, 
paintball course, and fishing pond, as well 
as some great places to hang out and rest.

Register today at firstdecatur.org/men. 
Also, bring a friend, neighbor, or coworker 
who could benefit from this experience. 

bands lead worship in both auditoriums, 
and our outstanding Worship Arts 
volunteers serve in both Auditoriums.

We have established worship in the 
East Auditorium as its own unique 
experience, not just as an overflow room. 
Our continued efforts ensure that both 
auditoriums provide their own excellent 
weekly worship experiences.

Keep in mind that many first-time guests 
attend worship in the West Auditorium. You 
can help make more comfortable room 
for guests by trying out service in the East. 
Thank you for being mindful of guests 
by choosing to make room for them! 
If you’ve never attended a service in the 
East Auditorium, I would encourage you 
to check it out at least once. You may be 
surprised by the great worship experience! 

East Auditorium
continued from front page

X• Joining our Weekend Prayer team. Each 
weekend, we have a team of people 
praying for our services, our volunteers 
and staff, and events and initiatives taking 
place in the life of the church. If you 
would like to be involved in this team, 
contact Pastor Jonathan at  
jgrunden@firstdecatur.org for next steps.

X• Submitting Prayer requests on our 
website: firstdecatur.org/prayer. Our 
intercessory prayer team would love to 
pray for any prayer need you may have. 
This website is a great link to share with 
friends in need of prayer.

X• Joining our Intercessory prayer team to 
pray throughout the week for the needs 
of our congregation.  For next steps, 
contact Pastor Jonathan at  
jgrunden@firstdecatur.org. 

With thankful hearts, we are confident and 
expectant for how God will lead us, guide 
us, and provide for us. That is what prayer 
is—our expression of trust in Him, rather 
than in ourselves.

Prayer
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The Block
By BJ Leonard |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

First Christian Church is committed 
to serving and reaching the people of 
our community. Four years ago, the 
Leadership Team of the church made a 
decision to step into a unique ministry 
by adopting a portion of the GM Square 
neighborhood we refer to as The Block. 
Over the years, we have hosted numerous 
family events in The Block, planted an 
orchard, and even purchased a house that 
my family and I live in. During this time, 
we have seen a number of families and 
individuals come to faith. Praise God!

One exciting new development is 
a partnership with City of Praise, a 
congregation located in the Block. This 
year, we will team up with City of Praise 
to host a variety of neighborhood events 
and initiatives. We believe this partnership 
will bring greater diversity, credibility and 
sustainability to our ministry in The Block.

As a part of our ministry in The Block, 
we will have a kid-friendly, family event 
(including a meal!) on the 1st Saturday 
of each month. Families and individuals 
of all ages are welcome to participate. 
The 3rd Saturday of the month will be 
dedicated to home and neighborhood 
improvement projects.

Get started with these upcoming events:

April 1 
Prayer Walk, 11am

April 15 • 11am-2pm 
Easter Event at City of Praise

Stay tuned during worship and on our 
Facebook page at  
facebook.com/firstdecatur for more events 
taking place in The Block.

To get involved, contact Amanda Elven at 
aelven@firstdecatur.org.


