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JUMPSTART
by BJ Leonard | bleonard@fi rstdecatur.org

JumpStart Back-to-
School Clinic is a 
free medical clinic 
open to all students 
in our community. 

Last year, God blessed our efforts, as we 
were able to serve more than 400 children 
representing nearly 250 families from around 
our community. This huge success was made 
possible by the addition of our 2nd JumpStart 
location at Crossing Healthcare, and the many 
organizations and individuals who partnered 
with us to make it all possible. 

This year JumpStart is on August 12. We’ll 
provide free school physicals, dental exams, 
and other screenings at two locations: First 
Christian Church (3350 N MacArthur Rd, 
Decatur) and Crossing Healthcare (320 
Central Ave, Decatur).

No appointment is necessary. All services are 
provided on a fi rst come, fi rst serve basis. A 
parent or legal guardian must be present for 
children to receive services.

It takes many volunteers to help make 
JumpStart a success. The following are 
specifi c roles that will be involved 
(note: all medical professionals are covered under the 
good samaritan act (745 ilcs)):

 • Family & Pediatric Physicians
 • Nurses & Nursing Assistants
 • Dental professionals
 • Hearing professionals
 • Family Advocates

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
By Josh Koskinen |  jkoskinen@fi rstdecatur.org

Last month at Family Fun Night, more than 
300 adults and kids joined us for a night of 
games, infl atables, and food provided by 
Papa Murphy’s—all for free! It was amazing! 
Families@First is committed to creating 
opportunities that make it easy to invite your 
friends and connect with the community. 

FAMILY 
FUN

POOL PARTY!!!
Details inside!

The month of May brings a turn in the story of Jesus 
in Matthew. Over the last couple of months, we’ve 

witnessed the early stages of Jesus’ ministry of 
preaching, teaching, and miracles.

Now things get personal. Jesus—God in the fl esh!—
passes the ministry baton off to his followers. This 

month you will discover how God has uniquely called 
you to ministry in each of your life's settings.

TEMPORARY AIR-BRUSHED 
TATTOOS AT FAMIY FUN NIGHT

June event 
schedule 

inside



UPCOMING EVENTS
WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am
Birth-5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am
6th-12th Grade – Sunday from 4:30 - 6pm

JUNE 3 & 11 at “THE BLOCK”
First Christian Church as adopted a portion of the GM Square Neighborhood and even 
has a ministry house at 1520 N. Union Street. Come and experience life on The Block 
through our June events:

JUNE 3 AT 10AM – Meet some of our amazing neighbors!

JUNE 11 FROM 5:30-7PM – Block Party!

Questions? Contact Amanda at aelven@fi rstdecatur.org.

June 7 • 9:30-11:30am – WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Ladies of all ages, you are invited to participate in a four-week Bible study, Seed: Part 2 by 
Priscilla Shirer (you can jump in even if you didn’t participate in Part 1). Format includes 
large group video and small group discussion. Childcare available for birth-5th grade. 
Register at fi rstdecatur.org/women. Questions? Contact Debbie at masuly4@gmail.com.

June 13 • 10am – CREATIVE CONNECTIONS 
Join us as we make blankets for those who are in the hospital and at Crossing Healthcare. 
We meet on the main fl oor in the Pre-K area.  Questions? Contact Gloria Vaughn at 
glojv2445@gmail.com

June 19-23 – CINCINNATI MISSION 2017
Please pray for our students and leaders who are participating in this summer's Cincinnati  
mission trip.

June 25 · 5-8pm – FAMILY FUN POOL PARTY!!!
Bring your swimsuits, towels, and a picnic dinner (concessions will also be available at 
the Surf Club) and join us for a summer pool party hosted by First Christian Church. This 
event is free. Invite your friends!

ALSO MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE UPCOMING FAMILY FUN EVENTS:

JULY 23 6-8:30PM - MINI GOLF NIGHT
Enjoy an evening of mini-golf with your family and friends at a discounted rate! 
$5/ person. The batting cage and the ropes course is also open for an additional cost. 
Invite someone! 

SEPTEMBER 9 FROM 9AM-12PM -  ZOO DAY!
Join us for a morning at the Scovill Zoo! $4/person. Adults get in for the price of children!

June 27 · 11am-12:30pm –  SENIOR GATHERING 
FEATURING JULIE MCCLAREY

Join us for a special Senior Gathering featuring Julie McClarey in Mosaic Café. Enjoy food 
and the opportunity to connect with other seniors in our church and community. Invite a 
friend to join you. Questions? Contact Mary Sams at 217.358.1637.

PRAY ABOUT IT
If you would like your name to be personally added 

to the prayer list in the newsletter please contact 
the church offi ce. Other prayer requests will be 

provided to our intercessory prayer team.

Bill Cazier

Curtis Everman

Effi e Whiteman

Barbara Kent

BLESSINGS 
REPORT

GIVING GRAND TOTAL
April 8/9 –$57,909

April 15/16 –$42,229

April 22/23 –$43,831

April 29/30 –$45,428

ATTENDANCE
April 8/9 –1,209

April 15/16 –2,084

April 22/23 –1,220

April 29/30 –1,203

BAPTISMS
Caleb Boerger

Abigail Grunden

Allison Hahn

Eden Harp

Amara Martinez

Case Talty

DARE TO BE 
DIFFERENT
By Tim Revis |  trevis@fi rstdecatur.org

Marriage is designed as an essential part 
of God’s social context for human beings, 
where one man and one woman come 
together as “one fl esh” (Genesis 2:24), 
swearing an oath (or ‘covenant’) of lifelong 
loyalty and love to one another. That 
doesn’t mean things will always be smooth 
and easy. Jesus said we will have troubles 
in this life; this includes marriage, which 
can have ups and downs. In those “down” 
times, when it may seem there is nothing 
left but the exit door, the church can help 
pull you back up and close (and lock) 
that door. Taking advantage of pastoral 
counseling is one option, but another 
great place to start is Dare To Be Different 
marriage mentoring. Contact Pastor Tim to 
see how we can come alongside and help.

“My wife and I participated in Dare 
To Be Different when our fi rst 

child was just starting to learn how 
to use a spoon. We weren’t on the 

brink of separation, but parenthood 
was a totally new challenge for our 
relationship. Dare To Be Different 

taught us how to listen to each other 
and it gave us tools to use while we 
negotiated our differences then and 

for the rest of our lives. I was even 
able to adapt and apply these tools to 

infl uence more positive outcomes with 
diffi cult situations at work and with 

other people I care about.”

-Mike & Maggie

CLUB 305 
APPRECIATION
By BJ Leonard |  bleonard@fi rstdecatur.org

On May 9th, First Christian Church 
wrapped up our 11th year of Club 305. It 
was a year of connecting with students, 
strengthening academic skills, building 
friendships, and growing faith. The year 
ended with a family cookout, awards 
ceremony, and concert. Thank you to 
everyone who volunteered and gave of 
their resources to make it a great year of 
Club 305! We look forward to what God 
has for us next year.

HOSPITALITY 
TRAINING
by Morgan Arseneau |  marseneau@fi rstdecatur.org

The heart and ministry of the Hospitality 
Team is caring for people. Each weekend, 
we serve to create a welcoming 
environment where people feel cared for 
and want to return. 

Greeters aren’t just saying hello but are 
actively relieving guests’ worries so that 
they can be receptive to hearing the Word 
of God. Ushers aren’t just handing out 
bulletins but are creating another layer 
of welcoming, question answering, and 
opportunities to connect with the church. 
Communion Servers aren’t just passing 
trays but are serving others, allowing them 
to participate in an important part of the 
weekend experience.

We would love for you to join this ministry! 
To learn more about the importance of 
the Hospitality Team’s ministry at First 
Christian Church, we invite you to attend 
one of our training sessions: 

 • Saturday, June 17 at 3pm

 • Tuesday, June 20 at 6pm

 • Wednesday, June 21 at 6pm

 • Food preparers
 • Support staff
 • Administration

There will be training sessions for 
volunteers the week leading up to the 
event. Register to volunteer at 
fi rstdecatur.org/jumpstart.

JumpStart
continued from front page

Our summer event lineup is loaded with 
activities (a pool party, mini golf, and live 
animals) that your family and friends can 
participate in at discounted rates or FOR 
FREE! Get your calendar ready, and then 
check the Upcoming Events section in this 
newsletter for more details.

Family Fun Night
continued from front page

Our communications experts tell me to always add 
photos to newsletter articles. I like this photo:

We've received $63,298 of contributions to the Global 
Missions Project since it was announced.

In his book, Favor With King's, Caleb Anderson writes, 
"Greatness is not about what you can accumulate. It's 
about what you can give away...".

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GREATNESS! I look forward to 
the photos of changed lives that will result through 
your generous giving to our Global Missions Initiative.

-Lane Ransdell, Business Administrator

PHOTOS FROM FAMILY FUN NIGHT


