
first

My Facebook feed has been fi lled with activities I can do with my kids this summer.  I know for my family it would be helpful to 
include some things that bring us closer to God. Here are a few of my favorites: 

• Go God scouting. Take the kids to a nature preserve, a zoo, an art gallery, or a family reunion equipped with a pencil and 
notebook (or a camera). Have them record everywhere they see God.

• Visit a nursing home. Make cards for the residents. You might also gather a group of kids and plan a mini-concert. Call 
ahead to see if your kids can perform in the dining area at lunch.

• Keep a prayer journal. Have kids respond to these prompts: God, here’s what I’m happy about right now____________. 
God, here’s what I’m feeling sad or frustrated about right now____________. God, here’s what I’m wondering right 
now___________.

• Invite someone from your kid’s class last year to church and lunch.

• Read a story from the Bible and encourage your kids to step into the story—maybe even to pretend they’re a character. 
Ask them questions like these: What do you see? What do you smell? What do you hear? How do you feel?

• Spend a morning in praise. Make a praise playlist together with all your favorite worship songs and then spend time 
singing and dancing.

 I can’t wait to hear how it goes! Praying for a summer of blessings for each of you.
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FAMILY FUN MINI GOLF!!! 
Sunday, July 23 from 6-8pm

Enjoy a night of mini golf at a discounted rate at Overlook Adventure 
Park. Cost is $5 per person, $20 family max.  Batting cages and the 
rope course (sneakers required) will also be available for an additional 
cost.  Invite your friends and neighbors for a friendly competition! 

Kindergarten Celebration
Weekend of July 29 & 30 during worship services
Fall 2017 kindergarteners and their special grownups will have a 
celebration with light snacks, a blessing, special gift, and a tour of the 
Elementary area where they will meet their new small group leaders. 
We will meet at the beginning of your preferred service in the FirstKids 
Clubhouse. Questions? Contact Brandy at bray@fi rstdecatur.org.

Happy 4th of July



PLAY TIME 

Take turns playing a game of “I want 
you to . . .” and fill in the blank with 
an action like “blink your eyes” or 

“stand on one foot.” Cheer for each other after 
each turn by saying, “Yay! You did what I wanted 
you to do!” When you finish playing, pull your 
child up in your lap and tell him that doing what 
God wants us to do is very important. Doing what 
God wants us to do makes Him want to say, “Yay! 
You did what I wanted you to do!” 

MORNING TIME
This month let your child wake up 
to, “Good morning! It’s a new day 
to do good things!”

CAR TIME
As you’re driving along, talk about 
all the good things your child can do 
once you get where you are going. 

For instance, at the grocery store he can help 
put things in the buggy, walk right by your side, 
and say hello to the people checking you out. At 
preschool he can help clean up, be a good friend, 
and give his teacher a hug. There are always good 
things we can do everywhere we go because God 
made us to do good things!
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BATH TIME
Add several water-safe items that 
can be lined up on the edge of 
the tub to bath time this week. 

Encourage your child to pick eight of the items, 
place them on the edge of the tub, and then count 
them out loud. Do this several times. Each time 
your child counts the items, mention how Josiah 
was just eight years old when he became king. 
Wow! And the best part is that Josiah did what 
God wanted him to do!

CUDDLE TIME 

Cuddle up with your child and pray, 
“Dear God, thank You for another 
day with [child’s name]. I love every 

day with him. He is so special! I pray You will help 
[child’s name] and me do what is right, like Josiah 
did. We know Your way is always best and that’s 
why we want to do what You want us to do. Help 
[child’s name] think good thoughts as he goes to 
sleep. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
amen.”




