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DEVOTED 
TOGETHER
by Brian Talty  |  btalty@firstdecatur.org

I’m not sure if you’re supposed to have a favorite 
“section” of the Bible, but I do. For some it’s the 
Gospels of Jesus -- Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John. This seems like a good choice, since they 
deal directly with the life and ministry of Jesus. For 
others, it’s the Psalms. The Psalms represent the 
rawest of human expression to God—the good, 
the bad, and the ugly. Still others appreciate the 
historical narratives. They reveal truth woven 
throughout the twists and turns of the big story of 
God’s Word.

My Bible reading plan currently has me in the 
“Pauline Epistles.” (That is just fancy church talk 
for “letters written to churches by the Apostle 
Paul.”) These are my favorite. Why? Because 
Paul’s writings cut to the chase. Paul, ordained by 
the hand of God, “shoots you straight” on how to 
live this one life God has gifted you.

In his letter to the church of Colossae, Paul writes, 
“Since you have been raised to new life with 
Christ, set your sights on the heavenly things, not 
earthly things. Put to death whatever belongs 
to your earthly nature that is lurking within you. 
Instead, put on Christ. Christ is all that matters, 
and he lives in all of us.” (Colossians 3:1-11, 
paraphrased).

That pretty well sums up the scope of Paul’s 
letters—devote everything in your life toward 
Christ; he is all that matters! What we must 
appreciate about this life approach is that these 
instructions are not intended for individuals. They 
are intended for the church! Together, as the 

PARSONS 
CHRISTMAS 
PROJECT
by BJ Leonard  |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

FCC is committed to serving the people of 
our community. As Christians, we are called to 
show kindness and compassion for the people 
around us. We do this in order to let our light 
shine before others, that they may see our 
good deeds and glorify our Father in heaven 
(Matthew 5:16).

This Christmas season, the families of our 
church had a great opportunity to bless the 
students of Parsons Elementary by providing 
a shoebox for every student that included a 
book, t-shirt, and fun gifts. In addition to the 
shoeboxes, we made over 100 Christmas cards 
for families living in the Block, and a group of 
volunteers packed food boxes to help families 
over Christmas break. 
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NEWS & NOTES

WEEKEND
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am 
Birth-5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am 
6th-12th Grade – Sunday from 4:30 - 6pm 
 

FIRST STEPS
Weekend of January 7/8 
Saturday at 6:15pm or Sunday at 10:30am
Whether brand new to FCC or just looking to get plugged in, First Steps is the perfect place 
to make connections with other people just like you! Discover our mission and the “why” and 
“how” we grow and serve together. This 20-minute gathering meets in Room 100. Questions? 
Contact Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org. 

BUILDING TEAM UPDATE
The Building Team members have completed Phase One of their plans for the future of FCC’s 
campus. Now is the time for you to see some of their potential ideas. A video showing the 
possibilities of a new auditorium will be shown during Pastor Wayne’s upcoming annual State 
of the Church sermon scheduled for worship services on the weekend of January 7/8, 2017. 
Come, see, attend, pray, and learn. FCC needs your input and prayers. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT EQUIP 
Begins Wednesday, February 15 at 6:30pm 
Be sure to mark your calendar for our upcoming Wednesday night classes for all ages!

 
BAPTISMS 
Sharon Deister, Holden Wirey, Tristan Wirey

PRAY ABOUT IT
Please pray for the following . . . 
- Teens going on the winter retreats 
- Ministry at the Block House 
- Building team 
- Transitions with our federal government 
 
If you would like your name to be personally 
added to the prayer list in the newsletter 
please contact the church office. Other 
prayer requests will be provided to our 
intercessory prayer team.

IN MEMORY 
We sorrow, but not as those who have no hope 
in the resurrection regarding the death of:

Donald Ray Cox - December 10, 2016

 

BLESSINGS 
REPORT 

GIVING GRAND TOTAL 
November 12/13 –$48,693 
November 19/20 –$41,422 
November 26/27 –$43,028 

December 3/4 –$73,230 
 

EMPOWER GIVING 
November 12/13 –$4,678 
November 19/20 –$9,151 

November 26/27 –$54,338 
December 3/4 –$14,269 

 
ATTENDANCE 

November 12/13 – 1,247 
November 19/20 –1,170 
November 26/27 –1,145 

December 3/4 –1,195

 
DONATIONS TO  
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Whether part of our weekend services or at 
some other time in your week, contributing 
your tithes and offerings is an act of worship. 
In addition to the weekend in-worship 
offering, we also have a giving kiosk, on-line 
giving at firstdecatur.org/give, or text to 
2176264006 with a dollar amount.

church, we are to be devoted to one another 
in our devotion to the Lord (Romans 12:10).

As we embark on a new year together, we 
will unearth how to live lives of full devotion 
to Jesus Christ in our next sermon series, 
“Devoted Together.” Beginning January 
14/15, we’ll discover together and commit 
together to be  “devoted together” to Jesus 
Christ as his church. 

Devoted Together
Continued from front page

A GOAL FOR 2017
By Jonathan Grunden  |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

As we recommit to eating better, exercising 
more, and spending less, this time of year is 
also a great time to reconsider the time we 
spend reading the Bible. Reading the Bible 
is a way we can intimately connect with God 
and understand his desires for our lives. 
My favorite Bible reading resource is the 
YouVersion app which can be downloaded 
on your phone/tablet, or you can find it at 
bible.com. The simple process of creating 
an account will give you free access to 
dozens of versions of the Bible as well as 
personalized reading plans and devotionals 
on a variety of topics.

Another resource available to everyone in 
our church is rightnowmedia.org, which 
includes thousands of video Bible studies 
on a variety of topics. If you have questions 
about YouVersion or Rightnow Media, 
don’t hesitate to contact me at jgrunden@
firstdecatur.org.

I am praying 2017 will be a great year of 
spiritual growth for our congregation. 

BAPTISM WEEKEND FEBRUARY 4/5
by Tim Revis  |  trevis@firstdecatur.org

John the Baptist, who was sometimes 
called “The Immerser,” baptized people 
to awaken them to the reality of the 
coming of the Messiah—Christ Jesus. 
Most significantly, John baptized Jesus by 
completely dunking him in the Jordan River. 
At that moment, baptism took on a whole 
new meaning going forward by signifying 
a connection of the life of the believer 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Greek 
word ‘baptizō,’ used in the Bible, literally 
means “to immerse,” which explains John’s 
nickname and other instances of baptism in 
the Bible.

Taking our lead from Scripture, in baptism, 
we are publicly proclaiming our faith in 
Christ by symbolically sharing in his death 

(in going completely under the water) 
and in his resurrection (coming up out of 
the water). We proclaim and commit to 
following the examples of Christ in how we 
live our lives in repentance, as part of the 
body of Christ—the Church.

If you haven’t been baptized (or were 
baptized as an infant) and want to make 
this proclamation and commitment through 
baptism, you’ll have an opportunity to do so 
the weekend of February 4-5 as part of our 
“Devoted Together” sermon series.

If you would like to be baptized, 
contact Pastor Tim Revis at 

217.875.3350 or 
trevis@firstdecatur.org.

 

So, from all who benefitted, thank you 
to everyone who contributed to these 
projects through giving, wrapping, 
sorting, donating, and delivering! 
Because of your generosity, we had the 
chance to show kindness in Christ’s name 
this Christmas. 

Parsons Christmas Project
Continued from front page

ISRAEL WITH THE KENTS 
October 21-31, 2017 
Info Meeting: Monday, January 9 at 7pm
Wayne and Leslie Kent went on an eye-opening, 
life-changing trip to Israel in 2014. Now, they’d like to 
invite you to experience Israel with them.

Together, we’ll experience personal prayer at the 
Western Wall, visit the Temple Mount where Jesus 
actually discussed his Messianic plans with the 
people of Israel during his lifetime, and ride a boat 
across the Galilee in the same spot Jesus’ disciples 
learned of his authority of the wind and waves.

The cost is $3,198. We’ll depart from Chicago/
O’Hare. To learn more, join the trip’s planning and 
discussion group on Monday, January 9 at 7pm at 
First Christian Church.


