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If you had asked me three years ago whether or not I wanted to pursue full-time ministry, I would have said 
no. I had earned an education degree at Millikin, but there were very few teaching jobs available. I eventually 
decided to go back to school to get my Dental Hygiene license. After eight years working in a local dentist’s 
office, I started feeling restless and sensed God might be calling me to something new. After some prayer, I 
decided to apply for an opening here at First Christian Church as the Pre-K Director. There were many little 

signs from God that pointed our family in following that direction. One huge affirmation was that my husband’s employer offered him 
a new position that allowed me to change careers.

I love looking back and reflecting on the way God worked to get me here on staff at First Christian. Every step in my path provided me 
tools and experiences that I use every day while partnering with families and volunteers and loving on kiddos. I no longer rely on my 
own plan, but am striving to follow God’s plan. I can’t wait to see what He has in store!

A Message from Brandy Ray
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Date Night  
Mission Trip Fundraiser 
Friday, February 10 from 5:30-8:30pm

This is our first Student Mission Trip Fundraiser of the year! Our 
Middle School & High School students will go on a mission 
trip to Cincinnati (June 19-23), and our High School students 
will travel to Cuba (July 14-21). This fundraiser is a great 
opportunity for parents to go out on a much-needed date 
night. Students with background checked leaders will care for 
your kids at the church. Volunteers who serve at this event will 
receive $25 toward mission trip costs. To volunteer, RSVP to 
Heather Vance at hvance@firstdecatur.org.

Family Fun at the  
Children’s Museum!
Monday, February 20 from 9:30-11:30am 

Bring your friends and family to the Children’s Museum of 
Illinois for some First Christian Church led fun! Cost is $4 per 
person (cash only). All ages welcome!  
Questions? Contact bray@firstdecatur.org. 

Newbies
• Kyle and Kristina Borders  

welcomed Amelia Joy on November 23.

• Stephanie and Dave Campbell  
welcomed Ezekiel David on December 28.

• Patrick and Kimberly Rykhus  
welcomed William Patrick on Jan 11.

• Jim and Stephanie Peck  
welcomed Charlie Rae on Jan 12.

Health Reminder
Here are a few guidelines to keep everyone in FirstKids Prek as 
healthy as possible. If you observe any of the following:  fever, 
vomiting, green or yellow discharge in or around the eye, 
green or yellow discharge from the nose, excessive coughing, 
diarrhea, any questionable rash, or any communicable 
disease, please do not bring your child to FirstKids. Thank you 
for helping all the kids stay healthy. 
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