
During Middle School Winter Camp, 
First Christian Church students were 
challenged to live their lives connected 
to the God who loves them so much. I 

had the privilege of going with 28 middle school students 
and leaders to Timber Lee Christian Center in East Troy, 
Wisconsin. We played games, observed wild animals, and 
built relationships with each other and God. It was amazing 
to see over 400 middle school students come together to 
worship Him.

From the story of Ruth, we learned to abide in God, how 
He redeemed us and how He is our refuge. Our take home 
message was from John 15:4-5: “Remain in me, as I also 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.”

Thank you for your support and prayers for us as we 
experienced a great weekend.

A message from Heather Vance

HV!

SUPER BOWL PARTY AT FCC
Sunday, February 5
Doors open at 4:30pm, and the game starts at 5:30pm. 
Middle School Students need to bring a 2-liter beverage!

DATE NIGHT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER
Friday, February 10 from 5:30-8:30pm
This is our first Student Mission Trip Fundraiser of the 
year! Our Middle School & High School students will go 
on a mission trip to Cincinnati (June 19-23), and our High 
School students will travel to Cuba (July 14-21). This 
fundraiser is a great opportunity for parents to go out on 
a much-needed date night. Students with background 
checked leaders will care for your kids at the church. 
Volunteers who serve at this event will receive $25 toward 
mission trip costs. To volunteer, RSVP to Heather Vance at 
hvance@firstdecatur.org.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT EQUIP
February 15-March 22 from 6:30-8pm
Wednesday nights are a great time to serve! Teens will 
be serving in Mosaic Café and FirstKids. We’ll meet in the 
FirstKids lobby and check in to serve. Questions? Contact 
Josh at jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org.

PARENTS NIGHT IN STUDENT LIFE MIDDLE SCHOOL.
February 15-March 22 from 6:30-8pm 
Parents/Guardians please join us for a night of fun with 
your middle school student. More details to come.

SAVE THE DATE-CINCINNATI MISSION TRIP
June 19-23. 
Registration begins February 19.

THE “AWKWARD SERIES”
We’re starting a new series exploring God’s plan for 
sexuality and relationships – more about this on the 
back of this newsletter.
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Dear Middle School Parents,

On February 12 we’ll be starting the “Awkward Series” with your students. Due to 
the sometimes controversial and awkward subject matter, we thought it would be 
appropriate to give you all a heads up.

We will dedicate this series to the topics of sexuality, relationships, body image, 
pornography and everything in between. Staggering statistics show us that 
our preteens are being confronted with more hyper sexualized messages and 
misinformation than ever, and we feel it is critical to discuss such important issues.

Here are the topics we will be discussing each night.

• February 12-Guys and Girls together 
God’s design for sexuality vs. what our culture says is normal

• February 19-Guys and Girls separate 
Sexual integrity and dating relationships

• February 26-Guys and Girls separate 
We will be answering questions that we received from students earlier in the 
series. Also, for guys we will be addressing guy-focused issues such as how guys 
should view girls. For girls we’ll be addressing girl-focused issues like modesty. 

We highly encourage your kids to attend every week of this series. This is not a sex-
ed series but a sincere look at how God intended us to treat ourselves and others in 
regard to sexuality. Our students are constantly bombarded by images and pressures 
that negate who God created them to be, and a culture that feeds them more lies 
about these subjects than perhaps anything else. Our goal in this series is to address 
uncomfortable topics head on so that our students can open up about struggles and 
can be reassured in God’s plan for sexuality, relationships, etc.

While we will do our best to present these topics in a God honoring way, we know that 
some of you may be uncomfortable with your student discussing these subjects in a 
group setting. If you plan for your student to participate in this series in Student Life, we 
ask that they come with basic sex-ed and puberty knowledge. If you haven’t had “the 
talk” with your student, now may be a great time to do it.

You are welcome to join us during any of these weeks. Please feel free to contact me at any 
point throughout this series to ask questions about the teaching topics, about your child or 
about anything else at all. Our hope is to use this series as a way to partner with you. 

We do not take the responsibility of teaching these things lightly. Partner with us in 
prayer as we discuss difficult topics in this series. We are excited to see how God may 
work through this series. 

Blessings,

Heather Vance 
Middle School Ministry Director
hvance@firstdecatur.org
217-875-3350


