
We have a lot of exciting things 
happening this month! We will 
be heading to Winter Extreme in 
East Troy, WI, my hometown, on 

February 3-5. We have a group of 28 people going 
to this camp, and I am excited for what God will do 
with our time together. It is ALWAYS great to get 
away and hang out with our students. 

Looking ahead to our mission trips, I would 
encourage all of you to consider Cincinnati or 
Cuba. Not only are these trips great for building 
your college resume and earning hours for National 
Honor Society, but the service we offer on these trips 
impacts people deeply and spiritually. By serving 
during a mission trip, we are able to grow in our 

knowledge of who Jesus is, and our minds open to 
understanding what our purpose is on this earth. 
If you are a parent, ENCOURAGE your student(s) 
to go because it will be the best thing they do all 
summer (even if Disney World is planned). If you are 
a student, bring your friends; join us for one of our 
amazing trips and see what God can do while you 
are on this adventure! 

Student Life has already been AWESOME in 2017.  
I am looking forward to everything that is to come! 

A Message from Josh Koskinen

JK!

CUBA 2017 –  
REGISTRATION CLOSING SOON!! 
Our team is assembled, and we are preparing for our July 14-21 mission trip to Cuba. Our first team 
meeting is February 12. If you are still interested, there is a short time left to sign up! For more information 
and to register, visit .firstfdecatur.org/cuba or contact jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org 

CINCINNATI 2017 
June 19-23 
Our 6th annual Cincinnati Mission Trip is around the corner, and registration will begin on  
February 19 at firstdecatur.org/cincinnati. 

DATE NIGHT FUNDRAISER 
Friday, February 10 from 5:30-8:30pm
This is our first Student Mission Trip Fundraiser of the year! Our Middle School & High School students 
will go on a mission trip to Cincinnati (June 19-23), and our High School students will travel to Cuba 
(July 14-21). This fundraiser is a great opportunity for parents to go out on a much-needed date night. 
Students with background checked leaders will care for your kids at the church. Volunteers who serve at 
this event will receive $25 toward mission trip costs.  
To volunteer, RSVP to Heather Vance at hvance@firstdecatur.org.

THE “AWKWARD SERIES”
We’re starting a new series exploring God’s plan for sexuality and relationships – more about this on the 
back of this newsletter.

February 2017

High School

Josh Koskinen



Dear AWESOME STUDENTS AND PARENTS, 

On February 12 we’ll be starting the “Awkward Series” with your students. I am very 
excited about this series because it is one that I believe is vital as we think about how to 
follow God throughout High School. 

We will dedicate this series to the topics of sexuality, relationships, body image, 
pornography and everything in between. Staggering statistics show us that students 
are being confronted with more hyper sexualized and misinformation than ever, and 
we feel it is critical to discuss such important issues.

Here are the topics we will be discussing each night.

• February 12- God’s design for sexuality vs. what our culture says is normal

• February 19- Sexual integrity and dating relationships

• February 26- PANEL NIGHT (Separate Guys Panel, Separate Girls Panel)  
We will be answering student questions. In the guy’s panel we will be addressing 
issues that pertain more specifically to guys. In the girl’s panel we will be 
addressing more girl-focused issues.

• March 5- Homosexuality/Same Sex Attraction  
We will be looking at a biblical response to homosexuality and our responsibility as 
Christians for how we interact with this topic. 

We highly encourage our students to attend every week of this series. This is not a 
sex-ed series but a sincere look at how God intended us to treat ourselves and others in 
regard to sexuality. Our students are constantly bombarded by images and pressures 
that negate who God created them to be, and a culture that feeds them more lies 
about these subjects than perhaps anything else. Our goal in this series is to address 
uncomfortable topics head on so that our students both feel they can open up about 
struggles and can be reassured in God’s plan for sexuality, relationships, etc.

Please feel free to contact me at any point throughout this series to ask questions about 
the teaching topics, about your child or about anything else at all. Our hope is to use 
this series as a way to partner with you. 

We do not take the responsibility of teaching these things lightly. Partner with us in 
prayer as we discuss difficult topics in this series. We are excited to see how God may 
work through this series. 

Blessings,

Josh Koskinen
Family Ministries Pastor
jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org


