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A PRAYING 
CHURCH
by Brian Talty | btalty@firstdecatur.org

In the book Fresh Wind Fresh Fire, Pastor 
Jim Cymbala shares the story of God’s work 
through the Brooklyn Tabernacle Church. 
In 1971, the church, located in one of the 
roughest neighborhoods in the country, had 
less than 20 people in attendance, a weekly 
offering of $85, bills that exceeded that, and an 
usher who was stealing from the little that was 
coming in. 

Through discouragement and desperation, 
Pastor Jim heard the call of God clearly — pray. 

Pastor Jim announced to his congregation 
that they would begin a weekly Tuesday night 
prayer meeting. The Sunday he anncouced 
this, a pastor from New Zealand happened 
to be visiting the church. Following the 
announcement, the New Zealand pastor stood 
up and stated to the congregation something 
to the affect, 

“Here is something for each of  
you to think about. 

You can tell how popular a preacher is by 
who comes on Sunday morning. 

You can tell how popular a church is by 
who comes to the programs. 

But you can tell how popular Jesus is 
by who comes to the prayer meeting.” 

EQUIPPING YOU
by Crystal Kirkman  |  ckirkman@firstdecatur.org

When we ask first-time guests why they 
choose to visit First Christian Church, the 
most common answer we get is that they 
were invited by someone they know.

No matter how much we spend on marketing 
tools, nothing is more effective than YOU! 
You, personally, have gained the trust of 
friends, co-workers, and family members 
by how you live your life. Perhaps your 
co-workers know you are very responsible 
and always meet your deadlines. Maybe 
a friend or family member knows they can 
always depend on you when they are going 
through some tough life issues. You’ve 
built foundational trust through these 
relationships, and perhaps only you can bring 
the Good News of Jesus to them.
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See the article “A Praying Church” in 
this edition of The Decatur Christian.

Join a new sermon-based small 
group on the Book of Matthew! 

Lasts for 6 weeks.

Register at  
firstdecatur.org/smallgroups.



NEWS & NOTES
WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am 
Birth-5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am 
6th-12th Grade – Sunday from 4:30 - 6pm

FEBRUARY 3-5 – HIGH SCHOOL WINTER EXTREME
WinterExtreme Camp is an action packed weekend where you will have fun, strengthen 
relationships with friends, and grow in your relationship with God.  
Questions? Contact Heather Vance at hvance@firstdecatur.org

FEBRUARY 4 • 8-9AM – MEN’S BREAKFAST
BACON!!! Need we say more? Men, you’re invited to a breakfast where you can meet 
and be encouraged by other guys like you. Suggested donation of $5. Sign up after the 
weekend services January 28/29 or email Jonathan at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

FEBRUARY 8 • NOON -1PM – LADIES' LUNCHEON
Ladies, you’re invited to a luncheon featuring Leslie Kent as our speaker. Suggested 
donation of $5. RSVP by February 6 to the church office at 217.875.3350.

FEBRUARY 10 • 5:30PM - 8:30PM – DATE NIGHT FUNDRAISER
Parents, make plans NOW for a night out without the kids! Students and adults from 
Student Life will provide babysitting for kids birth-5th grade at FCC – dinner and activities 
included. Donations will go towards the student mission trips to Cincinnati and Cuba. 
Spots are limited so RSVP your child(ren)’s name, age and dietary concerns to  
Brandy at bray@firstdecatur.org.

WEEKEND OF FEBRUARY 11/12 – FIRST STEPS
Saturday at 6:15pm or Sunday at 10:30am
Whether brand new to FCC or just looking to get plugged in, First Steps is the perfect 
place to make connections with other people just like you! Discover our mission and the 
“why” and “how” we grow and serve together. This 20-minute gathering meets in Room 
100. Questions? Contact Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

FEBRUARY 14 • 10AM – CREATIVE CONNECTIONS 
Join us as we make blankets for those who are in the hospital and at Crossing Healthcare. 
We meet on the main floor in the Pre K area.  For more info, contact Gloria Vaughn  
at glov2445@gmail.com.

FEBRUARY 15 • 6:30PM – EQUIP SPRING KICK-OFF
Wednesday night classes begin on February 15 and continue on through March 22. 
Classes for all ages including programing for kids! Equip Women’s ministry also meets on 
Wednesday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30am. Questions? Contact Jonathan at  
jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

PRAY ABOUT IT
If you would like your name to be 
personally added to the prayer list in the 
newsletter please contact the church 
office. Other prayer requests will be 
provided to our intercessory prayer team.

BLESSINGS 
REPORT

GIVING GRAND TOTAL
December 10/11 – $34,719 
December 17/18 – $38,226 
December 24/24 – $53,461 

December 31 – $115,078 
January 1, 7/8 – $82,682

EMPOWER GIVING
December 10/11 – $1,233 
December 17/18 – $1,893 
December 24/24 – $1,942 

December 31 – $8,907

ATTENDANCE
December 10/11 –1,172 
December 17/18 –673 

December 24/24 –2,106 
Dec / Jan 31/1 –845 
January 7/8  –1,135

DONATIONS TO  
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Whether part of our weekend services 
or at some other time in your week, 
contributing your tithes and offerings is an 
act of worship. In addition to the weekend 
in-worship offering, we also have:

X• A giving kiosk located in the lobby near 
the Welcome Center 

X• On-line giving for one-time or recurring 
contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

X• Text to 2176264006 with the dollar 
amount in the body of the text

Thank you so much for supporting the  
ministries of First!

MEN’S RETREAT
By Jonathan Grunden | jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

Get pumped for our first annual Men’s 
Retreat. Men of all ages, join us for this 
opportunity to get away, reflect, grow, 
and connect with other men in the life of 
First Christian Church. The retreat will be 
at Camp Warren, which is only minutes 
from Decatur, and will begin Friday, 
March 24 at 7pm and run through 3pm 
on Saturday, March 25. 

The cost for the retreat is $40 per person 
which includes overnight accommodations 
as well as two meals on Saturday. Pastor 
Brian and other church leaders will be 
offering encouragement and presenting 
growth-focused challenges. This is a great 
opportunity to examine your life and faith and 
take some practical steps toward being the 

man, husband, father, employee, employer, 
son, brother, friend, and most importantly, 
follower of Jesus you desire to be.

In addition to group sessions, we will be 
having a lot of fun.  Camp Warren has a nice 
gym, zip line, paintball course, and fishing 
pond, as well as some great places to hang 
out and rest.

Registration for this event will begin the first 
weekend in March. Also, consider bringing 
along a friend, neighbor, or coworker who 
would benefit from this experience. We look 
forward to seeing you there.  
Questions? Contact Pastor Jonathan at 
jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

That’s why we want to help you share the 
love of Jesus with the people you have 
already established relationships with. 
We’ve designed a sermon series page with 
multiple resources not only to benefit you, 
but also to share with others. Simply click 
on the “SERMONS” button at  
firstdecatur.org (or from the mobile menu), 
and you can:

X• Watch and download sermons

X• Submit questions that may arise from 
listening to the sermons

X• Find hashtags and download social 
media memes

X• (when available) Find sermon-based 
study guides

We’ve equipped you with tools to begin 
sharing your faith and inviting friends and 
family to church. Your first step toward 
evangelism could be to download one of 
our social media memes to share on your 
personal Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
accounts. Perhaps the weekend message 
spoke deeply into your life, and you’d like to 
share it with those close to you. You could 
inform skeptical friends and family members 
that they can submit questions regarding 
matters of faith to our pastoral team.

So don’t delay . . . today is the day to start 
sharing your faith!

Equipping You
Continued from front page

Today, the Brooklyn Tabernacle Church 
has grown to over 16,000, and its six-time 
Grammy award-winning choir produces 
many of the choir songs we hear in our 
worship! And today, 45 years later, the 
Brooklyn Tabernacle still gathers for 
Tuesday prayer meeting.

I am thankful to be part of the 
congregation of First Christian Church 
that commits to being a praying church by 
actually praying! People are praying in 
Room 203 during every weekend worship 
service. (Join us!) Prayer requests are 
submitted, prayed for, and followed up 
by our intercessory prayer team. (Submit 
your prayer requests at firstdecatur.
org/prayer.) Our elders and staff gather 
regularly for prayer together. Prayer is 
always a key part of our weekly worship 
experiences.

We are a praying church.

Interestingly, one leader in our church 
made the comment, “I believe 5% of our 
people are doing 100% of the praying.” 

Whether or not the percentage is 
accurate is uncertain. Yet, what is clear is 
that we need a greater percentage of us 
praying in order to be the praying church 
we claim to be.

The leadership of First Christian Church 
calls you to “A Week of Prayer” from 
Monday, February 6 to Friday, February 
10. Each day will consist of three 
identical 30-minute prayer experiences 
in the West Auditorium — 7am, noon, 
and 6pm. The various times are an effort 
to accommodate everyone’s schedule.

May we, as a church, live out the popularity 
of Jesus by our participation in prayer 
together each day February 6-10.

A Praying Church
Continued from front page

"We are a  
praying  
church."


