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WINTER RETREAT 
February 2-4, 2018

Join us for our annual winter retreat at 
Camp Warren where we’ll have a ton of 
fun with some amazing games, outdoor 
activities, worship, teaching and our first 
annual Student Life Broomball 
Tournament!

Cost is $80. Limited scholarships 
available. Questions? Contact Pastor 
Josh atjkoskinen@firstdecatur.org or 
217.875.3350.

Details & registration at

firstdecatur.org/winterretreat

December 2017

Middle and High School

Christmas is right around the corner! Many of you will get the Christmas tree out, put the ornaments 
up, and carry on your family’s Christmas traditions. At my house, we were fully decked out for 
Christmas by November 1 . . . way too soon!

As your family journies through the busy holiday season, be sure to set aside time to talk about the 
reason for Christmas, JESUS! A great time to talk about the story of Christmas is around the dinner 
table, right before bed, or while enjoying some homemade Christmas cookies.

Read Matthew 1:18 through the end of Matthew 2 with your family, talk about the story, and 
pray together thanking God for the birth of Jesus and for showing us what His love looks like here 
on earth. 

In the midst of the chaos this Christmas season, we need to remember what God did for us by 
sending His one and only Son here on earth to be God with us.

Join us for our Christmas worship services on Saturday, December 23 at 5pm and Sunday, 
December 24 at 9am, 10am, 4pm, 5pm, and 10pm. We would love to worship with you and your 
family, celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ!  

Blessings!

SAVE THE DATE:  
CINCINNATI MISSION TRIP
June 18-22, 2018

This trip will be open to middle and 
high school students. Parents, if you’re 
interested in going, let us know! Contact 
Heather (hvance@firstdecatur.org) or 
Josh (jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org).



New Series: This Christmas
When we think about Christmas, a few things probably come to mind: the Christmas 
presents (of course), the decorations, the family get-togethers, and . . . of course, the real 
reason for it all, Jesus. In this series, we’ll challenge our students to make this Christmas 
the best one yet — one where they give generously and allow Jesus to change them from 
the inside out.

Student Life meets on Sundays from 4:30 - 6pm

DECEMBER 3: YOU WERE MADE TO LIVE GENEROUSLY 
SCRIPTURE: PROVERBS 11:24-25; 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-11

DECEMBER 10: JESUS CHANGES EVERYTHING 
SCRIPTURE: ISAIAH 9:6; HEBREWS 4:14-15

DECEMBER 17: CHRISTMAS PARTY

DECEMBER 24: NO STUDENT LIFE -- CHRISTMAS EVE

DECEMBER 31: NO STUDENT LIFE -- NEW’S YEAR EVE


