
Christmas Joy: 
Parsons ProJeCt
By BJ Leonard  |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

While visiting the home of a prospective student for our 
after-school program, we were greeted at the door by 
a fifth-grade boy who immediately exclaimed, “You are 
the people who gave me a shoebox!” He was referring 
to the Christmas shoebox he had received the previous 
year as a Parsons Elementary student. It was a joyful 
and memorable experience for him.
 
His reaction communicated an immediate connection 
to our church. It also opened the door for a deeper  
relationship.
 
This Christmas season, we are again blessed to provide 
each student at Parsons Elementary with a shoebox  
full of gifts. These gifts communicate our care and 
investment in the lives of the students. To see a  
“thank you” video from last year’s shoeboxes, visit  
firstdecatur.org/parsons.
 
Join us Saturday, December 9, from 10am-noon  
as we wrap and prepare the shoeboxes for delivery,  
as well as create cards for our friends on The Block.
 
We are excited about the opportunity to show and  
celebrate kindness in Christ’s name.
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parsons students excited to received their gifts in 2016

WEEKENDS
Worship services – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th Grade – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

6th–12th Grade – sunday from 4:30 – 6pm

Women’s 
Christmas event
By Morgan Arseneau  |  marseneau@firstdecatur.org

Ladies are invited to a Christmas event that will 
encourage and refresh! On Friday, December 
8, from 6:30- 9pm, kick off the season by  
preparing your hearts and homes for the 
holidays. The evening begins in the West 
Auditorium with special guest speaker Sarah 
Tierney, who will share ways to prepare our 
hearts, and continues in the East Auditorium, 
where holiday drinks and desserts will be 
served. The East Auditorium also will be trans-
formed into a Christmas Market, where you can 
find inspirational ways to prepare your home  
to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Tickets are  
$10, and can be purchased at the church or  
firstdecatur.org/women.

visitinG shut-ins
By Tim Revis  |  trevis@firstdecatur.org

For those confined to their homes, assisted  
living facilities, or nursing homes, the Christmas 
season can be a painful reminder of the isolation  
they experience throughout the year. This 
aloneness often leads to a profound sense of 
hopelessness and loss of self-identity, which 
can negatively impact health and wellness.
 
You can help. If you have a family member, 
friend, or acquaintance in this situation, please 
take time to visit them during the holiday  
season. Or, consider taking your family to a 
local nursing home and blessing a few residents  
with a small gift, or even simply the gift of your 
presence. If you’re not sure where to start, just 
call. Nursing home directors will gladly help you 
find a way to minister to their residents.

A five-week sermon series beginning 
November 25/26

The story of Christmas is a story of missions. Jesus 
came from a different place than earth, bringing a 
message from heaven, for people who were unfa-
miliar with the full extent of God’s love and care. 
It was a message that brought change and hope. 
Christians today have the same message and mis-
sion. We tell of a message from heaven, speaking to 
those who are unfamiliar with the fullness of God’s 
grace for all. 

Join the congregation of FCC as our pastors 
unfold God’s mission in sending Jesus Christ, while 
describing our present mission to those around 
us. The God On MIssion sermon series begins the 
last weekend of November and continues through 
December. 



If you would like to add your name to the news-
letter’s prayer list, please contact the church 
office. Other prayer requests will be provided to 
our intercessory prayer team.

Charlie Michels
Curtis Wilson
Emily Short

Michelle Day
Ashley Bennett

PlEASE PRAY FoR thE FolloWING...

Prayer

DoNAtIoNS to 
FIRSt ChRIStIAN ChURCh
Whether part of our weekend services or  
at some other time throughout the week, 
contributing your tithes and offerings is an 
act of worship.

In addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:

 •  A giving kiosk located in the lobby near 
  the Welcome Center; 

 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring 
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text to 2176264006 with the dollar 
  amount in the body of the text.

Thank you so much for your support!

uPCominG events

GIVING GRAND totAl
Oct 7/8 – $82,805

Oct 14/15 – $41,496
Oct 21/22 – $41,520
Oct 28/29 – $52,243

Nov 4/5 – $65,246

AttENDANCE
Oct 7/8 – 1,087

Oct 14/15 – 1,133
Oct 21/22 – 930

Oct 28/29 – 1,125
Nov 4/5 - 1,214

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
monthLy rePort

YoUNG ADUlt EVENtS
If you’re 18-25(-ish), join us for these events 
where you can meet others just like you,  
have fun, and eat FREE FOOD! Questions? 
Contact Thomas at thagan@firstdecatur.org.

 • SAtURDAY DINNER: 
  Saturday, December 2, 
  after the 5pm service
  Let’s attend the 5pm worship service 
  together and then eat dinner in 
  Mosaic Café.

 • hoUSE PARtY: 
  Friday, December 8, from 7-10pm
  We’ll meet at the home of Mitchell and 
  Emily Yaksh (2314 W Forest Ave).

FIRSt StEPS
Weekend of December 2/3
Saturday at 6:15pm or Sunday at 10:30am
Whether brand new to First Christian Church  
or just wanting to get plugged in, First Steps  
is the perfect place to make connections  
with other people just like you! Discover our 
mission and the “why” and “how” we grow  
and serve together. This 20-minute gathering  
meets in Room 100. Questions? Contact 
Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

SAY “ChEESE!”
Occasionally, photographers will capture 
moments from First Christian Church services  
and special events. If you would like to  
request that you or your child’s photo not  
be used in print materials or online, contact 
Crystal at ckirkman@firstdecatur.org.

PASSIoN CoNFERENCE
December 31-January 3, 2018
Passion Conference in Atlanta, Georgia,  
is an opportunity for those 18-25 (high  
school seniors through young adults) to  
come together as a generation and worship, 
learn from great teachers, and spend time 
focused on growing in relationship with  
God. The cost is $150. Details & registration  
at firstdecatur.org/passion.

NEW MEMBERS
Ray & Marla Fox
Judy Galpin

BAPtISMS
Jackson Bilyeu
Kendall Gibson
Meredith Honnold
Shirley Johnson

year-end GivinG 2017
By Lori Putnam  |  lputnam@firstdecatur.org

The end of 2017 is approaching, and with it comes the opportunity to practice generosity. 
Year-End Giving 2017 benefits the following ministries:

Club 305 After School Program
This outreach ministry to Parsons students is in its 11th year, and impacts children’s  
academic, social, personal, and spiritual growth.

Arts Academy
Over 100 children receive free instruction in the arts (piano, guitar, dance, visual,  
culinary and fiber art, video production, and more) in order to develop skills that impact 
the global church.

Passion Conference
Thousands of young adults ages 18 through 25 converge on Atlanta, Georgia, for a  
conference that challenges them to live for Christ now. First Christian Church helps 
make the cost of this trip affordable to students, who will be encouraged in their faith  
at a crucial time in life.

local outreach Fund
Monies in this fund benefit those who find themselves in a tough financial situation and 
need assistance. Buying groceries or paying unexpected heating or healthcare bills are 
ways we can show compassion to those in need in our church.

Watch for more information about how you can participate in Year-End Giving 2017 and  
benefit hundreds of people impacted by Club 305, Arts Academy, Passion Conference,  
and our Local Outreach Fund. It’s a great time of year to flex your generosity muscles! on saturday, november 11, the parents of 13 babies dedicated themselves to raising their children to know and follow Jesus.

CaroLs for 
advent 
The adult choir, along with several of our  
Arts Academy classes, will lead us in worship 
for the Carols For Advent weekend services  
on December 9-10. Because this service 
involves so many people, we will worship in  
the West Auditorium only that weekend. 
Service times will be changed in order to 
accommodate everyone: 

                         Saturday, 5pm
            Sunday, 9am, 10am, 11am

We look forward to celebrating the birth of 
Jesus with you!

Christmas 
WorshiP serviCes
Make plans to attend one of our identical 
Christmas services, and invite someone who 
doesn’t have a church home to join you! 

Saturday, December 23, 5pm
Sunday, December 24, 9am, 10am, 

4pm, 5pm, 10pm
 
We want to celebrate the birth of Jesus and 
make His name known in our community. 

Free tickets will be available starting  
November 25-26. 

fCC rePresented in israeL
A group from First Christian recently returned from an 11-day trip to Israel. The group visited 
sites along the Mediterranean coastline, as well as places around the Sea of Galilee. The tour’s 
culmination included six days in Jerusalem.
 
 “I’ve visited Israel in the past, and I’m always struck by the deep spirituality experienced while 
standing at the Western Wall in Jerusalem,” said Pastor Wayne Kent. “It’s an overwhelming 
sensory experience. Some of us even got to the wall during the Shabbat services on Friday 
night. There was Jewish preaching and music and dancing - all occurring at the same time. 
And, God’s presence was there in prayer.”
 
The group’s Messianic Israeli tour guide, Yoni, traveled with them throughout the entire trip, 
and helped explain the significance of Scripture from both Jewish and Christian perspectives.

emilee Weter (left) and her children alexa, 
mason, Jordan, and Baylee; with staff members Janie 

Kane and heather Vance.

Alexa Weter
Baylee Weter
Jordan Weter
Mason Weter

Karen March
Susan Sams


