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TEST DRIVE
 Jonathan Grunden  |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

This fall, consider a four-week Small Group test 
drive. While our personal relationship with Jesus 
is of the utmost importance, God never intended 
for us to journey through life and faith alone. In a 
small group, you can share life and pursue God 
with others.

Our small groups 
generally consist 
of 8-10 people 
meeting weekly 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the Decatur 
community for 
the purpose of 
developing deeper 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
with one another, 
studying God’s 
Word together, and praying for and encouraging 
one another. Many of the people in our existing 
groups tell us that being in their small group has 
helped make a big church seem small.  

If you would like to join a small group, more 
information will be available

throughout August, or you can sign up at 
firstdecatur.org/smallgroups. New groups begin 
the weekend of September 9/10.

  Over the last couple of months, we’ve witnessed the 

early stages of Jesus’ ministry of preaching, teaching, and 

miracles.

Now things get personal. Jesus—God in the flesh!—passes 

the ministry baton off to his followers. This month you will 

discover how God has uniquely called you to ministry in each 

of your life's settings.

By Lori Putnam  |  lputnam@firstdecatur.org

There are certain questions and topics affecting 
our faith that linger in our thoughts. Some of 
these topics are ones that our friends and family 
members who are not following Christ struggle 
with as well. We are left feeling inadequate to 
tackle these issues with those people we care 
most about. We have been involved in a multi-
church initiative the last two years (Finding Your 
Way Back to God  in 2016, Room For Doubt in 
2015) in the effort of helping people like you and 
me get biblical answers to tough questions. Tell 
Me More is an upcoming sermon series aimed at 
tackling some of those tough topics.

Tell Me More is the third multi-church initiative 
kicking off September 9/10 in sixteen 
congregations across Decatur. All participating 
churches will be covering the topics: what 
happens after I die, why do people do bad 
things, why are Christians hypocrites, and how 
do I respond to a broken relationship. These are 
tough topics for which we all want answers.

To prepare for this series, begin praying about these 
topics along with people in your circle of influence 
who may have questions similar to these. Pick up a 
Tell Me More yard sign to place at your home that 

A community-wide series starting beginning 
September 9/10 that covers these tough topics:

What happens after I die?

Why do people do bad things?

Why are Christians hypocrites?

How do I respond to a broken relaionship?

For more information, read the Tell Me More article on 
the front page of this newsletter.

“Being in a 
small group 

helps 
make a 

big church 
seem small”



UPCOMING EVENTS
August 5 · 8-9am – MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Men, you’re invited to a breakfast where you can meet other guys like you and be 
encouraged. Questions? Contact Jonathan at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

August 5 · 11am – BIKE PARADE IN "THE BLOCK"
First Christian Church has adopted a portion of the GM Square Neighborhood and even has 
a ministry house at 1520 N. Union Street. Be a part of life in The Block by participating in our 
August 5th Bike Parade. Questions? Contact Amanda at aelven@firstdecatur.org.

August 12 · 9am-2pm – JUMPSTART BACK-TO-SCHOOL CLINIC
JumpStart Back-to-School Clinic is a free medical clinic open to all students in our 
community. Students are seen on a first-come-first-served basis. Register to serve at 
firstdecatur.org/jumpstart.

August 14 · 6:30-8:30pm – GUNGOR ONE WILD LIFE CONCERT
Michael and Lisa Gungor are curators of the Grammy-nominated musical collective simply 
known as Gungor. The duo uses their skills as accomplished song writers and multi-
instrumentalists to tell honest and forthright stories - some personal and some allegorical. 
Special guest is LaPeer. Tickets are $16 or $25 VIP. Details and ticket purchase can be found 
at firstdecatur.org/gungor.

August 15 · 1-2:30pm - SENIORS ICE CREAM SOCIAL
We invite those age 60 and better to join us for this fun summer event. Our featured guest 
is Dwight Durbin. We’ll have an ice cream social following the performance. Suggested 
donation $5. RSVP to the front office by calling 217.875.3350. Questions? Contact Jonathan 
at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

August 20 · 12:30-1:30pm – YOUNG ADULT LUNCH
Young adults 18-25 years old are invited to bring a friend for FREE lunch at Mosaic Café. 
Questions? Contact Thomas at thagan@fi rstdecatur.org.

PRAY ABOUT IT
If you would like your name to be added to the 
prayer list in the newsletter please contact the 

church office. Other prayer requests will be 
provided to our intercessory prayer team.

Dick McQuality

Curtis Wilson

Curtis Evermann

Pastor BJ & Family (while on Sabbatical)

Cancer Patients

Families in The Block

FCC Global Missions

FCC Leadership & Staff

BLESSINGS 
REPORT

GIVING GRAND TOTAL
June 10/11 –$53,428

June 17/18 –$42,470

June 24/25 –$51,440

July 1/2 –$65,384

ATTENDANCE
June 10/11 –1,050

June 17/18 –1,021

June 24/25 –1,137

July 1/2 –991

BAPTISMS
Braden Brown 

Paula Hollingsworth

Nancy Swank

REACHING TEN
By Wayne Kent |  wayne@firstdecatur.org

In 2014, the leadership teams of First Christian 
Church announced a daunting plan and 
vision – prayerfully work to see 10% of the 
non-churched population of our community 
engaged in congregations all across the city 
and surrounding areas.

A number of initiatives have moved along to 
bring this vision to reality.

The next step: A group of local congregations 
are planning a preaching series beginning the 
weekend after Labor Day. The series, titled 
Tell Me More will enable each congregation 
to host worship services specifically 
designed for those in our community who 
are neither connected to Christ nor a specific 
congregation.

This approach follows on the heels of other 
successful multi-church preaching series of 
past years, like Finding Your Way Back To God 
(2016), and Room For Doubt (2015).

This year’s project is completely home grown. 
The series topic, sermons and promotional 
materials are the creations of various focused 
teams from the congregations involved.

First Christian Church is leading the 
organizational aspects of the project, which 
includes the sermon-writing aspects and 
the technical/visual aspects of each worship 
service. 

Engage in First Christian Church's mission of 
TEN by inviting a non-church person to attend 
the Tell Me More series with you.

By Josh Koskinen  |  jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org

On June 19-23, our student ministry at First 
Christian Church went to Cincinnati, Ohio for a 
mission trip. They served the local community 
by doing service projects at local non-profits 
and by hosting block parties in under-
resourced areas of the city. Every night they 
gathered together for worship and teaching. In 
total, we had 133 people on this trip. Because 
this was our fifth year in Cincinnati, it was great 
to see familiar faces  from the neighborhoods 
we’ve ministered to and built relationships 
with. The theme this year was “King of My 
Heart” which draws focus to the way that we, 
as students and leaders, can make Jesus the 
King of everything we do and everything we 
are. Pray for our students as they now apply 
what they learned from their service and the 
teachings.

might open up a conversation with a neighbor. 
And ask God for the opportunity to invite 
someone to come to church with you to explore 
what God has to say about these topics. Join a 
small group to further explore these questions. 
Attend the weekly worship services during 
Tell Me More to be able to confidently answer 
someone’s question when given the chance.

1 Peter 3:15 provides the best reason for Tell 
Me More: “But in your hearts revere Christ as 
Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect.”

We look forward to seeing you and those you 
care about in worship during Tell Me More 
beginning September 9/10.

ARTS ACADEMY
By Anita Gifford  |  agifford@firstdecatur.org

Get a taste of what the fifth year of Arts Academy 
has to offer by checking out “Exploring the Arts 
Day” at First Christian Church. Children entering 
kindergarten through 12th grade and their 
families are invited to meet teachers, experience 
past projects, and learn about what’s coming 
in Arts Academy this fall. Prospective students 
even get a chance to participate in a “trial run” 
offered by the various areas available in the 
academy.

Arts Academy is a 
great opportunity 
for your student 
to find an interest 
that he or she 
hadn’t previously 
c o n s i d e r e d . 
C r o c h e t i n g , 
cooking, and 
visual art are only a 
few of the subjects 
offered by Arts 
Academy. Classes 
and lessons are free, and they are scheduled 
for Thursday nights during the school year. For 
more information, visit firstdecatur.org/arts.

TELL ME MORE
continued from front page

KING OF MY HEART:  CIINCINNATI MISSIONARIES

“Exploring 
the Arts”

Saturday, 
August 
19, from 
3-5pm

A group gathered to pray over the Kenya medical missions team who departed July 20 to 
serve the Maasai people. Watch for an update in next month's newsletter. 


