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Defining Moments IV – Generation Next 
 
 
(Front of Listening Guide) 
Welles Crowther  

On September 11, 2001, equities trader Welles Crowther was on the 104th floor 
of the World Trade Center’s South Tower when the second plane collided into the 
building. As they evacuated, Welles stopped on the 78th floor to help Ling Young and 
others find the exit. He escorted them to the 61st floor where they were met by NYFD 
firefighters. He then turned and went back up the stairs. It was for going up when 
everyone else was going down that Welles Crowther will forever be remembered—it 
was his defining moment.  

Crowther’s parents knew he survived the plane hitting the tower because he 
called both of them before he started down. They never heard from him again. It wasn’t 
until May 26, 2002, when the NY Times published an article about the 102 minutes 
before both towers collapsed that they were able to piece together what had happened. 
In that story, survivors mentioned that a man with a red bandana helped them find their 
way out of the building. Crowther—following in his father’s footsteps—had carried a red 
bandana handkerchief since he was 6 years old.  

Now known as the “man with the red bandana” Crowther’s heroism has inspired 
many others to do what his father says he did that day—he laid down his life so that 
others could live.  
 
(Back of Listening Guide) 
Esther 9:19-28 
 

1. DEFINING MOMENTS are worth REMEMBERING. 
 
• We gather EVERY Sunday to REMEMBER the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

 
 

2. DEFINING MOMENTS create TEACHABLE MOMENTS for us and our 
children. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 
Psalm 78:1-4 - Coming Generation 
 
• Family Church Examples: Parent/Child Dedication; Kids New Believers 

Class; Baptism; Graduation Sunday; Preparing for Marriage 
 
 



Judges 2:6-10 – The danger and consequence of not teaching our children…  
 
• Another GENERATION rose up who did not KNOW the Lord or the 

WORK He had done for ISRAEL. 
 

3. DEFINING MOMENTS are worth CELEBRATING. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 


