Thanks for hosting or participating in a Family Church at Home Watch Party! If this is
your first time, it’s simple. Invite your family and friends over, have a meal together,
worship during Family Church at Home, and then engage in discussion about the
sermon. This PARTY PACK will help you host your party!
Here are some things to keep in mind as you plan your Watch Party.

•

Practice hospitality
This is a great opportunity for you and your family to gather with friends or
neighbors. Providing your guests with coffee and a welcoming atmosphere are
great ways to set the tone.

•

Lord’s Supper
Church members are invited to participate as we take the Lord’s Supper together.
You can provide bread and juice in advance and allow time during the service to
take the elements.

•

Connect Card

Encourage your guests to share their God stories and prayer requests with us by
filling out a digital Connect Card.
•

Families with Kids
Our Kids Team has created Church at Home Toolkits! We included them in your
PARTY PACK. Print them in advance so your kids can work on them while the
adults engage with the sermon.

What’s in a PARTY PACK?

So glad you asked! We have included the following resources for you to provide for
your guests at your Watch Party.
•

Sermon Notes for Adults

•

Sermon Notes for Students

•

Sermon Notes for Kids

•

Virtual Groups Sermon Discussion Guide

•

Church at Home Toolkit for Elementary Kids

•

Church at Home Toolkit for Preschool Kids

If you’re a parent, here are links to our YouTube playlists for Family Church Kids!
•

Treehouse Takeover (Elementary)

•

Heartland (Preschool)

We hope you have a great experience together. We’d love to “see” you be the
church out there, gathered at your Watch Party. Please send us your pics and videos
by emailing them to communications@gofamilychurch.org.
Lots of love,
Your Church Family
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NOTES, THOUGHTS, PRAYERS
_______________________ Church – all believers
everywhere from all time.

_________________ Church – a specific group of
believers in a specific place at a specific time.

When I say I belong to Family Church, I mean:

1. I have a ___________________________ with
God and His people.

2. I build my life on _____________________
_________________.

3. I prioritize _______________________ with and
___________________ to our church family.
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_____________________ Church – all believers
everywhere from all time.

Fill in the blanks !

_______________ Church – a specific group of
believers in a specific place at a specific time.

When I say I belong to Family Church, I mean:
1. I have a __________________________ with God and His people.

2. I build my life on ____________________ ___________________.

3. I prioritize _______________________ with and __________________ to our church family.

Write or draw something
you heard in the sermon
or a song today.

Words I didn’t kn ow from today’s message :

Sermon Discussion Guide November 15, 2020
Welcome (3-5 minutes)
•
•
•

Welcome everyone by name to the ‘room’ as they join your meeting.
Communicate to the group that we’re waiting a few minutes for people to ‘arrive’
Give people time to log in, don’t start with content right away!

Pray
•

Ask someone to open in prayer.

Highs/Lows (5-7 min)
•

Ask everyone their highs and lows from the week. Leaders start by sharing yours first.

Transition Question (5-7 min)
• “Was everyone able to join us online or in person for worship and hear this
week’s sermon?”
Message Review: (3-5 min)

Undivided V

ONE CHURCH
MATTHEW 16:18-19; HEBREWS 10:19-25; EPHESIANS 4:11-17

UNIVERSAL Church – all believers everywhere from all time.
LOCAL Church - a specific group of believers in a specific place at a
specific time.
When I say I belong to Family Church, I mean:
1. I have a RELATIONSHIP with God and His people.
2. I build my life on ANCIENT TRUTH.

3. I prioritize GATHERING with and GIVING to our church family.

The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into Heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the universal church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Read Passage
If it would be helpful to your group, read the passage together. (Group leader needs to direct
people to read. It’s going to be harder to ‘read the room’ or wait for volunteers to initiate.)

Discussion (15-20 min)

1. What was one thing that you learned or were reminded of in the message this week?
2. When you think of ‘the church,’ what comes to your mind?
• What is the difference between the Universal Church and the local church?
• Why must we change our view to see the church as the people (this “communion
of the saints”) rather than a building?
3. When you give your life to Christ, you get a new family. You have a relationship not just
with God, but also with His people.
• How has America’s individualized culture impacted our view of the local church
and its importance?
• Is there a time where you involved your church family in your life? Is there a time
where you tried to do life on your own? How did those relationships (or lack
thereof) impact your day-to-day life?
• How does being part of the local church and building those relationships with
fellow believers help us to grow in our faith?

4. As believers, we build our lives on Ancient Truth.
• What are some of the doctrines and truths that we as Christians all hold? (Think
about what we’ve been learning throughout this series on the Apostle’s Creed.)
• Do we stand firm for these Truths of the Bible as much as we stand firm for the
truths found in the Declaration of Independence?
5. As believers, we are called to prioritize gathering with and giving to our church family.
• Do we consider gathering with our church family on Sunday a priority in our lives
or is it simply a preference?
• Why is it critical for us to prioritize gathering with our church family regularly?
• Why should we also prioritize giving to our local church family in addition to
gathering together?
6. What next step can you take to be part of the local church this week?

Prayer Time:
• Ask someone in the group to close in prayer and encourage your group to commit to
praying for one another this week.
Closing
• Thank everyone for joining. The group host or leader should be the last one to leave the
‘room.’

Want to Go Deeper?
Use these passages within your group for further discussion or use them for your group’s own
personal study this week. Feel free to develop your own questions throughout your group’s
discussion! Additional Scriptures: MATTHEW 16:18-19; HEBREWS 10:19-25;

EPHESIANS 4:11-17; ACTS 2:42

1. Read Acts 2:42.
• What was the Early Church devoted to?
• How has Family Church been devoted to these things?
• What are you devoted to? Do those things help or hinder your relationship with
God and with other believers?
2. Read Ephesians 4:3; 11-17.
• What are some of the roles that we see within the church listed in Ephesians
4:11? What other necessary roles do we see within the church today?
• What purpose do these roles have? (See Eph. 4:12-13)
• Why does Paul say that a properly equipped body of believers is critical?

3. In the body of believers, we must build relational bridges that are strong enough to bear
the weight of truth.
• What does it mean to ‘speak the truth in love’ (Eph. 4:15)?
• Why are we called to speak the truth in love?
• Why is it hard to speak? Why is it hard to hear?
• How can we begin to build these bridges of relationships this week to bear the
weight of truth?
4. There are three types of people at Family Church:
-Family Guests: visitors, new, checking things out.
-Family Friends: regular attenders who have not officially joined.
-Family Members: official members who are engaged in the mission of the church
• Take some time to evaluate your own life. Which type of person are you?
• What is your ‘next step’ in becoming part of the family?
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Read: Matthew 16:18-19; Hebrews 10:19-25; Ephesians 4:11-17
Discuss:
•
•
•

Name:
Big Idea

Pray together to close your time as a family.

The Church is God’s people!
What’s the Point?
When I say I belong to Family Church...
•

I have a relationship with

His
•

I build my

•

I prioritize

with my church

on ancient

What is the difference between the Universal Church and the
Local church?
How do you become a part of God’s Universal Church family?
In what ways has being a part of a local church family grown
your family?

and

Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into Heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the universal church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Kid’s Name:
Parent Signature:

November 15, 2020

We are the Church
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We are the Church

Big Idea: God gives us mercy
Memory Verse: “The Lord is good to all and his mercy is
over all that he has made.”
Psalm 145:9
Read: Genesis 42
Discuss:
•

God designed all people in His image. We can have a
relationship with God and can follow God’s design.

•

Joseph’s brothers sold Joseph for money. Years later,
Joseph became ruler of the land and food of Egypt.

•

Joseph’s family in Israel was going through a famine,
which means a time spent without food. Joseph’s
brothers went to Egypt to buy food when they heard
they could buy some. His brothers did not recognize
Joseph as the ruler, but he recognized them. At first
Joseph treated his bothers very mean, but he showed
them mercy by giving them food and returning their
money.

•

God showed His mercy for the Israelites by using
Joseph to save Israel from the famine so that one day
Jesus could be born to save us.

•

When God saves us through Jesus, it’s all by His grace
and mercy for us and not because of who we are or
what we have done. Having a relationship with Jesus
allows us to follow God’s design.

Pray: Dear Lord, thank you for teaching us to take care of
others like you take care of us. In your name we pray,
Amen.
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