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MARCH EVENTS

T

he principle of generosity is based upon the eternal Son
of God who gave himself a ransom to save sinners. We give
because He gave. Jesus came to turn

hearts and He knew there was no greater way
to test a heart than to challenge it to give and
to give generously. Jesus said, “Give, and it
will be given to you. Good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be
put into your lap. For with the measure you
use it will be measured back to you.” (Luke
6:38 ESV)
This challenge should encourage us as well

REVIEW

ANDY BROWN

In This Issue

as challenge us. The question we should ask,
“How much am I giving?” Would generous
be a word people would use to describe you?
How many people do you know who are

22

genuinely generous? We hope you are that

26

generous person and know many others who
are generous. We also hope that God will fill the pews
of First Baptist Newnan with a steady flow of generosity.
We have chosen the theme “generosity” this month, not so much
to have you look at your record to see what you give, but to also ask
God to search your heart and show you what He thinks of your giving.
Our prayer is that God will use this edition to stir our hearts towards
increasing generosity.

First Baptist Church Newnan
15 W Washington St. Newnan, GA
770-253-0797 | fbcnewnan.org
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M E SSAGE F R O M PASTO R

BEING GENEROUS

I

n the February
2019 Reader’s
Digest, Juliana
LaBianca writes
about “Acts of
Generosity You
Won’t Forget.” She
begins: “In life, they
were humble secretaries, teachers, and
janitors. When they died – they were
richer than anyone knew – and they
gave millions to charity”. Such are the
stories of legal assistant, Silvia Bloom,
who left $8.2 million to nonprofits; firstgrade teacher, Kathleen Magowan, who
bequeathed $5 million to worthy causes;
and custodian, Ronald Read, who gifted
a hospital with $5 million from his estate.
The article brought to mind Dr.
Wayne Jenkins’, our Western Baptist
Associational Missionary, recently
published book, Ana Stilwell’s Greatest
Adventure, available on amazon.com. It is
a 199-page children’s novel in the same
style as a Hardy Boys or Nancy Drew
mystery. The heroine is a wonderful
example of Christian generosity.
Without giving too much away, the
title character, Ana Stilwell, stumbles
upon a $153 million fortune. Among
the many charitable contributions she
makes from her new found wealth is a
tithe (10%) to her home church, First
Baptist, by the way, plus $1.53 million
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(another tithe) to the Lottie Moon
Offering for International Missions.
An often overlooked area of
discipleship is stewardship. The best
time to learn the discipline of giving
is when you are young. Maybe God is
leading you to buy Dr. Jenkins’ book for
a child you want to learn the blessing
of generosity. My mother taught me to
tithe when I was just a boy. It has stuck
with me into adulthood.
That’s why Amy and I give each one
of First Baptist’s high school graduates
a copy of Dave Ramsey’s The Total Money
Makeover: A Proven Plan for Financial
Fitness. We want our next generation to
know the secret of wise stewardship.
In his blog, Ramsey writes, “Tithing
was created for our benefit. It teaches
us how to keep God first in our lives
and how to live unselfishly. Unselfish
people make better spouses, friends,
relatives, employees, and employers.
And they usually have better finances.
God is trying to teach us how to
prosper over time.”
He adds, “Remember, no one has
ever become poor by giving.” Be
generous. It will bless you and others.
Yours because of Jesus,

Pastor Jimmy
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C OVE R STORY

O

ne of my roles at the
Georgia Baptist Foundation
is to help families walk
through the process of being a faithful
steward. As Christians, God has given
us a passion for different ministries
and He expects us to steward our
resources wisely so we can maximize
our Kingdom impact. Do you or your
family need help with a biblically
planned estate (Last Will and
Testament)? It is amazing how even a
modest estate can impact your church
for years to come.
These are 5 of the biblical reasons
why every Christian should have
a properly planned estate. What
will it be like when you have been
worshipping your Father in Heaven
for several years and someone walks
up to you and thanks you for leaving
that legacy gift to First Baptist Church
Newnan many, many years ago? An
estate (legacy) gift is one of the ways
God calls us to store up treasures in
heaven – Matt. 6:20-21
1. Relationship Is Key – A relationship
with Christ is the most important part
of any biblically focused estate plan. It
is impossible to purchase salvation for
someone else, but through your gifts to
ministry, people will be reached with the
gospel. Psalm 49: 6-8, 10
2. Order Your House – It is important
to set your own house in order, so your
estate plan has the opportunity to glorify
God. Isaiah 38:1 tells us to set our house
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in order and James 4:14 tells us how
short life is.
3. Honor the Lord – We are to honor
the Lord with all that we have. Proverbs
3:9 tells us to honor the Lord from our
wealth, and from the first of all our
produce. What has God given you and
how are you using it to honor Him?
4. Importance of Family – God calls us
to provide for our families. In Proverbs
13:22 it says that a good man leaves an
inheritance to his children’s children.
Have you thought about how your estate
will impact your grandchildren?
5. Value of Generosity – We are to be
generous with the blessings God gives us.
This will produce thanksgiving to God
according to 2 Corinthians 9:11. We
should all strive to hear the words, “well
done, good and faithful servant” (Matt.
25:23).
Creating an estate plan that includes
a joyful and generous gift to your
church is how you ensure that you
have a biblically planned estate, plus
God wants you to enjoy His blessings
(Ecclesiastes 5:19) It will also make the
process of settling your estate much
easier on your family. Make sure you
and your loved ones have a biblical
estate plan.

Sam Warner, VP of Development,
gbfoundation.org/about/team
warner@gbfoundation.org
Twitter:@SamWarner914
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T I M H I GGI N S

Cutting Taxes
While Benefitting
the Church

I

t’s tax season, and for people like me, this time of the year is the busiest.
Don’t we all enjoy tax season? I would like to share with you a little-known
secret that relates directly to your giving. It’s called a QCD or Qualified
Charitable Distribution.
We all work and save over our adult lives, planning for retirement. Many of us
have set aside monies in either traditional IRA’s, 401-k’s, Simple IRA’s, SEP’s or
403b’s. These are great assets that provide us with the resources we need when
we retire.
We all know the IRS wants their piece of the pie, and they try their best to
get a portion of our retirement, too. This is done through a RMD. A RMD is a
required minimum distribution. The IRS forces individuals to start taking annual
distributions when they reach age 70 ½ from any tax deferred retirement account.
The percentage increases every year but currently starts at 3.65% for the first
distribution at age 70 ½. For example, someone has $100,000 in a traditional IRA.
Once this individual reaches 70 ½, they are required to take a $3,650 distribution
that year. This represents considerable taxable income.
An individual can avoid this completely by having their financial advisor/
institution send their RMD directly to FBC Newnan, or other qualified charities in
the form of a QCD or Qualified Charitable Distribution. This removes the RMD
from taxable income. It does not, however, allow for that distribution given to the
church to count as a charitable donation. In 2015, Congress passed the Protecting
Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act. This makes Qualified Charitable
Distributions (QCD) tax free! RMDs given directly to a charity from a financial
institution are considered tax free up to $100,000 annually.
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Why you should consider a QCD:
1. If an individual has annual taxable income of $38,000, which means they are
in the 12% tax bracket for 2018, the individual then adds the RMD in the
example above of $3,650. It pushes the individual into the next tax bracket,
22%. Thus, a portion of their income is taxed at a higher rate.
2. With the passage of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, the standard
deduction has been substantially increased. With this increase, many more
individuals will utilize the standard deduction instead of itemizing, and
charitable contributions may not have an effect on an individual’s tax
liability. The QCD is one way to get a benefit from a charitable contribution,
even when you don’t itemize.
3. A RMD can cause a higher percentage of your social security benefits to
be taxable. A percentage of social security benefits are taxable based on
your income. An individual with under $25,000 in total income (excluding
social security) does not pay tax on social security, but if that income level
rises, up to 85% of benefits could be taxable. Treating a RMD as a Qualified
Charitable Distribution, could potentially limit this impact.
Every individual is different, and you should consult your tax advisor before
making a decision, but a Qualified Charitable Distribution to FBC Newnan or
other qualified charity could be a useful tool in limiting your tax liability.
Timothy S Higgins, CPA
Asst. Treasurer, FBC Newnan
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E RI C M ARSTO N

When it comes to our lives
of generosity and giving,
many times we forget the
God who provides. We
forget the God who has done
miracles before our very eyes.

Amazement,

Generosity

& Faith
R

ecently, I was
at a One-Day
Conference
designed for the
Georgia Baptist
Association of
Christian Educators or in short
“GBACE.” Dr. Chuck Lawless, Dean of
Doctoral Studies and Vice-President
of Spiritual Formation and Ministry
Centers at Southeastern Seminary in
Wake Forest, NC, as well as Professor
of Evangelism and Missions, walked us
through the first several chapters of
the book of Mark. He highlighted all
the moments where Jesus amazed and
astonished his disciples and the many
surrounding people with his ministry
and miracles. Dr. Lawless was making
the point that just like the disciples, we
all too easily lose our amazement as to
how the Lord provides for us. We lose
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our amazement as to the Jesus who
loves us, gave His life for us, and who
can still perform miracles as we trust
Him daily. Dr. Lawless showed us how
it is our continued amazement of Jesus
that keeps our passion alive as we trust
Jesus to provide and do great works
among us.
As I arrived home from the
conference, I continued reading
the book of Mark in my time with
the Lord and was moved by what
I read in Mark 8:13:21. Mark 8:1321 comes immediately after Jesus’
many teachings and miracles that
amazed and astonished His disciples.
The disciples had just seen Jesus
miraculously feed the 4,000 from
seven loaves of bread and a few small
fish. Following this miracle, it didn’t
take long for the disciples to forget
what Jesus had just done. Following a

confrontation with the Pharisees, the
story continues in Mark 8:13-21: “So
He (Jesus) got back into the boat and left
them (the Pharisees), and He crossed to the
other side of the Lake. But the disciples had
forgotten to bring any food. They only had
one loaf of bread with them in the boat. As
they were crossing the lake, Jesus warned
them, “Watch out! Beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and of Herod.” (NLT) At this,
they (the disciples) began to argue
with each other because they hadn’t
brought any bread. Jesus knew what
they were saying, so he said, “Why are
you arguing about having no bread? Don’t
you know or understand even yet? Are your
hearts too hard to take it in? You have
eyes - can’t you see? You have ears - can’t
you hear? Don’t you remember anything at
all? When I fed the 5,000 with five loaves
of bread, how many baskets of leftovers
did you pick up afterward?” “Twelve,”

they said. “And when I fed the 4,000 with
seven loaves, how many large baskets of
leftovers did you pick up?” “Seven,” they
said. “Don’t you understand yet?” he asked
them.”
When it comes to our lives of
generosity and giving, many times
we forget the God who provides. We
forget the God who has done miracles
before our very eyes. We forget our
Creator who made the world out of
nothing. We forget this God who
simply spoke the universe and all it
contains into existence. When we
begin to forget all too quickly the
amazing ways our God has provided
for us we begin to argue amongst
ourselves about how much we have
left. We begin to make excuses based
on what we see with our eyes as to why
we cannot generously give. We begin
to say things like, “I could never go on
an overseas mission trip because…..”
or “Lord did you really say I am to give
…. or do …? As we ask these questions,
maybe, just maybe, the Holy Spirit
will whisper in your ear in His kind,
loving and gracious ways, “Don’t you
understand yet?”
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T RE Y PAT E

Spent for the

Kingdom

I

will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls” (2 Corinthians
12:15). These were the words that the Apostle Paul penned
to the church in Corinth, as he prepared to come visit them
for the third time. Paul’s generosity was fueled by his desire to see
the kingdom of God grow and the body of Christ be encouraged.
Though the travel, the daily expenses, and the energy spent
investing in others would be costly, Paul saw it as completely worth the expense.
Therefore, he determined that he would come to them on his own dime and gave
of his own time.
While covering his own expenses was certainly generous, we must also notice
the attitude with which he gave. He says “I will most gladly spend and be spent.”
Paul was gladly willing to spend his own resources and time on a church that
was less than stellar. The church at Corinth had struggled with unity, jealousy
over spiritual gifts, sound doctrine, and sexual immorality. Despite these issues
within the church, Paul still saw fit to give generously and invest in the Corinthian
church. It is clear that Paul’s generosity towards the church stemmed from Christ’s
generosity towards Paul.
When writing to Timothy, Paul wrote, “The saying is trustworthy and deserving
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might
display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him of eternal life”
(1 Timothy 1:15-16). Paul understood the love and mercy that Jesus had shown
towards him, and it shaped every aspect of his life. Jesus confronted this radical
sinner, who was persecuting the church with radical, generous mercy.
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Generosity was a theme that flowed throughout the life of Christ. Though you
never saw Christ give large monetary sums, you always saw His generous spirit,
words, and actions. Mark, chapter one, recounts a day when Jesus went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath to teach. As he was teaching with great authority,
He also rebuked and cast out an unclean spirit from a man. After leaving the
synagogue he entered a home of some of the disciples and healed Simon’s
mother-in-law, who was sick with a fever. Early that same night at sunset many who
were sick and oppressed by demons were brought to the home and Jesus healed
them.
Many believers today would be satisfied with teaching, praying for, or spending
time caring for the sick, but few would be willing to give of their time and energy
in the way that our Lord or Paul gave. Both Christ and Paul gave generously
because they understood that they were spending themselves on the Kingdom
of God, not on their own earthly kingdom. While they invested in people on this
earth, they knew that they were not making an earthly investment. They were
making an eternal investment.
We can give of ourselves generously because we know that the investment that
we make today, is an investment in someone’s eternity. May we, as the church of
the Living God, serve the Lord and give generously. May we spend ourselves for
the sake of His kingdom.
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SU SAN H E ST E R

Growing Spiritual
Generosity in

Children

W

hat is generosity? It often is thought
of as giving away money. While that is
correct, it is by far not the only way we
can be generous. God wants us to give Him our
all - our hands, our feet, our hearts, our voices,
and our money. Each of us is equipped with a
generous spirit. Even at a very young age, children want to share
food and give to others. Generosity is not only about giving and
sharing. We want kids to follow Jesus’ example. We must mentor
children to be generous and to develop spiritual generosity.
Paul wrote lots of letters to the first Christian churches and
one of those letters is in 2 Corinthians. In chapters 8 and 9,
his letter clearly reveals God’s plan for His people to give to
others. He told about a church that was doing a great job. They
had a really hard time and a very small amount of money. But,
even with that tiny bit of money, they gave generously. Paul wrote how they gave
themselves to God first, and then gave themselves to the people. Paul says they
gave completely. Do we see examples of this around us?
Every Sunday morning and Wednesday night, I walk the halls of the Preschool
and Children’s Department making an observation. The rooms are filled with
laughter, Bible teaching, music, and excitement. I look through the glass windows
in the doors to find the children attentively listening to an adult volunteer who is
leading the lesson. The women and men that make the commitment every week to
influence the children do not get paid. They are giving completely of themselves.
We have over 76 consistent volunteers influencing our children every week. It is
an amazing realization. I often wonder if they realize the influence they have on
the spiritual growth of our children. They are not only influencing the spiritual
14 F I R S T | M a r c h 2 0 1 9

His generous spirit was found in
his words, actions, and ministry.
To model generosity is to model
Jesus’ generous spirit.

growth but the spiritual generosity of
the children. How grateful we should
be that these volunteers understand
what Paul was writing about.
Volunteering and service are among
the most generous acts.
When we think of generosity, we
think of money. Although this is an
important part of being generous and
something we should teach, there is
so much more to generosity. When
talking about generosity with kids, they

do not have tons of money, so let’s
talk to them about giving YOURSELF.
Children live by example: They learn
generosity by the ways it has been
shown to them. We have an amazing
number of people with generous
spirits showing them, every week,
how to be like Jesus. We always want
to point them to Jesus. His generous
spirit was found in His words, actions,
and ministry. To model generosity is to
model Jesus’ generous spirit.
fbcnewnan.org 15

B I B L E R E A D I N G PL A N

VO LUNTE E R OF T H E MONTH

Into the

Rev. Sam

March 2019

• Lead Music at Prayer Meeting

M’Cheyne 365 Day Bible Reading Plan

• Hope Sunday School Class Teacher

Colvert

Word

• Reconciliation (quartet)

(www.esv.org/biblereadingplans)

• Sanctuary Choir Member
• Deacon

Mar 1 | Ex 12, Luke 15, Job 30, 1 Cor 16

Mar 17 | Ex 28, John 7, Prov 4, Gal 3

• FBC Member 18 years

Mar 2 | Ex 13, Luke 16, Job 31, 2 Cor 1

Mar 18 | Ex 29, John 8, Prov 5, Gal 4

• Birth Date – January 30

Mar 3 | Ex 14, Luke 17, Job 32, 2 Cor 2

Mar 19 | Ex 30, John 9, Prov 6, Gal 5

• Wife – Charlotte

Mar 4 | Ex 15, Luke 18, Job 33, 2 Cor 3

Mar 20 | Ex 31, John 10, Prov 7, Gal 6

Mar 5 | Ex 16, Luke 19, Job 34, 2 Cor 4

Mar 21 | Ex 32, John 11, Prov 8, Eph 1

• Children – Sara Freiermuht &
Mary (Jay) Stephenson

Mar 6 | Ex 17, Luke 20, Job 35, 2 Cor 5

Mar 22 | Ex 33, John 12, Prov 9, Eph 2

Mar 7 | Ex 18, Luke 21, Job 36, 2 Cor 6

Mar 23 | Ex 34, John 13, Prov 10, Eph 3

Mar 8 | Ex 19, Luke 22, Job 37, 2 Cor 7

Mar 24 | Ex 35, John 14, Prov 11, Eph 4

Mar 9 | Ex 20, Luke 23, Job 38, 2 Cor 8

Mar 25 | Ex 36, John 15, Prov 12, Eph 5

Mar 10 | Ex 21, Luke 24, Job 39, 2 Cor 9

Mar 26 | Ex 37, John 16, Prov 13, Eph 6

Mar 11 | Ex 22, John 1, Job 40, 2 Cor 10

Mar 27 | Ex 38, John 17, Prov 14, Phil 1

Mar 12 | Ex 23, John 2, Job 41, 2 Cor 11

Mar 28 | Ex 39, John 18, Prov 15, Phil 2

We Love Volunteers!

Mar 13 | Ex 24, John 3, Job 42, 2 Cor 12

Mar 29 | Ex 40, John 19, Prov 16, Phil 3

They are the backbone of First Baptist, serving in countless ways to assist

Mar 14 | Ex 25, John 4, Prov 1, 2 Cor 13

Mar 30 | Lev 1, John 20, Prov 17, Phil 4

the staff and members in sharing the love of Christ with others – from

Mar 15 | Ex 26, John 5, Prov 2, Gal 1

Mar 31 | Lev 2-3, John 21, Prov 18, Col 1

serving on committees, helping with events, holding babies in the

• Grandchildren – Ally, Alexander,
Erin, Jack

Mar 16 | Ex 27, John 6, Prov 3, Gal 2

nursery or singing in the choir.

Photo by Carolyn V on Unsplash

If you are interested in learning more about volunteering at FBC,
please call the church office at 770-253-0797.
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B OOKS & R E S O U R C E S

REVIEW

The Treasure Principle:
Unlocking the Secret of Joyful Giving.
Randy Alcorn
2001, Multonah Books, 120 pgs

Randy Alcorn, founder of Eternal Perspectives Ministries and author of over
50 books, seeks to connect the hands of the giver with the heart of cheerfulness.
He correctly says, “Our approach to money and possessions is central to our
spiritual lives.” Though Jesus talked often about money, the conversation can tend
to be an uncomfortable one. Alcorn handles the issue with pastoral care while
at the same time not shying away from the reality of Jesus’ clear teachings about
money. Alcorn says, “Christ Himself is our ultimate treasure. All else pales in
comparison to Him. A person, Jesus, is our first treasure. A place, Heaven, is our
second treasure. Possessions, eternal rewards, are our third treasure.”
What gives the book bite is the fact that Alcorn faced a lawsuit after he and his
family took a stand on abortion. While facing the garnishment of his wages, Alcorn
learned principles that he applies on every page of this book. In the book, he
writes, “Anything we try to hang on to here will be lost. But anything we put into
God’s hands will be ours for eternity.”
The presentation of the book centers on 6 chapters, each of which reveal a
different principle. The principles are:
#1 God owns everything; I’m His money manager.
#2 My heart always goes where I put God’s money.
#3 Heaven—the New Earth, not the present one—is my home.
#4 I should live today not for the dot, but for the line.
#5 Giving is the only antidote to materialism.
#6 God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my
standard of giving.
We hope you will take the time to be influenced in your giving by unearthing
the principles of what it means to be a cheerful giver by practicing the timeless
principles of giving.

18 F I R S T | M a r c h 2 0 1 9

fbcnewnan.org 19

B OOKS & R E S O U R C E S

of what
ON MY Aoursample
staff is reading.

LEE CHITWOOD
Sing!
by Keith and
Kristyn Getty

SHELF
JIMMY PATTERSON

JIMMY PATTERSON

Ana Stilwell’s
Greatest Adventure

The Total
Money Makeover

by J. W. Jenkins

by Dave Ramsey

ANDY BROWN

ANDY BROWN

Who’s Money
Is It Anyway?
by John MacArthur

SUSAN HESTER

TREY PATE
Sacred Intent

The Prince Warriors

by Brent Crowe

by Priscilla Shirer

BRENDA TURNER

Prosperity?

A Love Worth Giving

He Chose The Nails

by John Piper

by Max Lucado

by Max Lucado
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ERIC MARSTON
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WORL DV I E W C O M M E N TA RY

Losing our Children to the

Virtual World
So What Can Parents Do?
By Andy Brown

A

recent article that we all should pay attention to
was published in USA Today with the headline:
‘Fortnite” Survey Shows Kids Are Playing in Class. So
What Can Parents Do? Edward Baig writes, “If getting the kids
and teens in your home to disconnect from “Fortnite” feels
like a battle royal, take just a little bit of comfort. Parents, you
are not alone.” For those unfamiliar with the game, Fortnite,
according to the article, “it is a widely popular third-person
shooter game, played by over 200 million people, your kids
very likely among them. The game can be played solo or
in teams or squads as part of a multiplayer match known
as “Battle Royale.” We then learn, according to Baig, “Kids
play “Fortnite” in class when they should be paying attention
to their teachers.” “What’s more,” Baig continues, “when
they play, they may be chatting up strangers, exposed to
(cartoonish) violence and taking in inappropriate language.
And, oh yeah, they’re playing at the expense of doing their
homework or engaging in physical activities.”
There is a deep stewardship issue that we as parents need
to be aware of as we think through this article. The nature
of such games means that our kids are being exposed to
elements beyond our control, as well as spending multiple
hours engaging in an activity that for all intents and
purposes amounts to nothing. Like anything else, we must
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“The nature of such games means
that our kids are being exposed to
elements beyond our control…”
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WORL DV I E W C O M M E N TA RY

Losing our Children
seek a moderating position when we
are exposed to all forms of technology,
but especially when that technology
is designed to keep us on a loop to
intentionally, or unintentionally cause
us to lose all track of time.
Baig, quoting Jim Steyer, CEO of
Common Sense Media, writes,
“There is no question that ‘Fortnite’
is the biggest pain point in terms of
media and tech for kids today, and
certainly their parents. In the big
picture, media and tech are designed to
be addictive, period. This is emblematic
of the fact that kids and teens are living
their life on devices and online.”
To get a better handle on the cultural
phenomenon that “Fortnite” has
become, and its impact, Common Sense
teamed up with SurveyMonkey and
in October polled a national sample
of 19,063 adults – including 2,111
parents with children between 8 and
17 years old – and 1,348 teenagers
ages 13 to 17. Among the high-level
results of the Common Sense study,
which has been released exclusively
to USA TODAY and timed with the
launch of “Fortnite” Season 7, about 1
in 5 parents find it at least moderately
difficult to get kids off the game, and
about a quarter say they’re concerned
24 F I R S T | M a r c h 2 0 1 9

about how much time their kid is
playing.
Meantime – and this has especially
got to be a bummer for you moms
and dads to hear – 27 percent of
teens admitted that they were playing
‘Fortnite’ in the classroom.”
We should also note the economic
impact of these numbers. Baig tells us
the numbers: “While free to play, the
kids are also spending gobs of money.
Publisher Epic Games has made at least
$1.2 billion on the sale of V-Bucks, the
in-game currency used to purchase
dances (which are called “emotes”),
skins and custom outfits for your
in-game alter-ego.” Those numbers
are serious, and for many of our kids
who earn allowances, that number
represents many cleaned dishes and
folded pieces of laundry!
There are several items we should
critically note from a Christians
worldview. First, we need to remember
that God has created us for community.
While Fortnite may help some keep
up with friends, gaming cannot,
and will never, take the place of
authentic relationships of shared
genuine experiences. Shared genuine
experiences come in the real-world,
not the virtual one. Virtual reality is not

reality, it is virtual reality. The word
virtual places a barrier between what
is real and what is make-believe.
Second, we as Christians should
remember that our life is but a vapor.
That means that we should pray as
the Psalmist taught us, Teach us to
number our days that we may get a heart
of wisdom. Engaging in an aggressive
cycle of gameplay may not be the best
way to make the most of our days.
Finally, with numbers in the
billions for virtual money, our ears
should ring with the words of Jesus
and critically analyze our spending.
Jesus said, Where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also. I’d rather put my
efforts into building a kingdom that
will never be shaken, not a kingdom
that can be torn down by a few swings
of a pick axe (let the Fortnite player
understand).
I pray the Lord give us wisdom as
we chart these waters, though they
may seem uncharted, they are all the
same color reminding us that the
new challenges we face are not much
different than every challenge known
to humanity. You and I were created
for worship and part of worship is
learning how to number our days.

“While free to play,
the kids are also
spending gobs
of money.”
EDWARD BAIG
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M ARC H E VE N TS

GA Fun Night
MARCH 1 | 5:30 – 7:30 PM

Walk Thru the NT Live
MARCH 2 | 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM | WAREHOUSE

Mission Mbale Thank You Reception
MARCH 3 | 2:00 – 4:00 PM | WAREHOUSE

D-Now 2019
MARCH 8-10

2019 Lenten Services
MARCH 6 | ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL | DAVID JONES, PRESBYTERIAN
MARCH 13 | FIRST BAPTIST NEWNAN | CHARLES ROBINSON, FUMC
MARCH 20 | ST. GEORGE CATHOLIC | SCOTT PICKERING, CORNERSTONE
MARCH 27 | CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH | JIMMY PATTERSON, FBC
APRIL 3 | NEWNAN PRESBYTERIAN | HENRY ATEM, ST. GEORGE
APRIL 10 | CORNERSTONE METHODIST | MATT SAPP, CENTRAL
APRIL 17 | FIRST UNITED METHODIST | KYLE MACKEY, ST. PAUL’S

For more information on this and
other events visit fbcnewnan.org

26 F I R S T | M a r c h 2 0 1 9
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