
When Prayers Go Unanswered 
 

1. Perhaps you have never struggled with God. I have, many 
times. You might think that, as a science guy, my struggles with 
Him have been over that – but you’d be wrong.  

a. Sure, sometimes I wonder, and I research, but those 
questions are fairly easy to answer. 

b. It isn’t even the problem of pain and suffering that makes 
me get back onto the wrestling mat with God. Usually. I 
have my moments.  

c. It is the problem of unanswered prayer. (let’s do away 
with the silly “He DID answer them. He just said no.”) 
Perhaps that is why the book of Habakkuk has always 
had a special place in my heart.  

 
2. Let’s skip the context and the history lesson for a moment and 

just read 1:1-4. Anyone said anything like this to God before?  
 

3. Now, look at God’s response. Oh, my goodness! 1:5-11. Is 
THIS what Habakkuk has been asking for? 

 
4. Now, Habakkuk counters with another prayer that shows 

confusion… just about what my prayers show sometimes. 1:12-
2:1. 

 
a. And just like Habakkuk, we have to sit and watch and 

wonder and wrestle. What is God up to?  
b. And why isn’t He up to more? 

 
5. Bob Pierce, who has devoted his life to caring for the poor, said 

“Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of 
God.” Habakkuk was concerned about the things that matter to 
God.  

a. We know that he was upset at moral failure and injustice. 
b. We know he believed that there was a God and that God 

could do whatever God wanted to do. 
c. And that gave him a problem: why is God allowing such 

terrible things to continue? 
 



6. James tells us some reasons why prayers seem to rise up only 
to fall back down, never approaching the throne of God.  

a. 1:5-7. Some do not pray in faith. 
b. 4:2,3 – Some pray for reasons that God cannot approve 

of. 
c. 5:15-18. Some do not pray specifically and earnestly.  

 
7. A quick reading of chapter 2 shows us what upsets God 

enough to turn aside our pleas for His help. 
a. Greed. 
b. Piling up goods and wealth. 
c. Shedding blood and destroying things for your own 

purposes.  
d. Building a city with bloodshed. 
e. Using alcohol to get sex. (and now such things are 

posted) 
f. Worshiping idols. 
g. OR – and this is a biggie – our prayers are for comfort 

and ease when that isn’t what this world is about.  
 

8. We cannot pray for the impossible: no death. We cannot pray 
for something that goes against the will of God. Do we trust the 
mystery, the plan?  

 
9. At the same time, we ARE allowed to take our laments to God. 

He filled Psalms with them and put them in the mouths of the 
prophets and common folk whose prayers we have been 
following. We will look at a rather famous prayer in scripture 
which was not answered next week. But for now… 

 
10. 2:20 is a song, an admonition, and a prescription for 

survival in the darkest days.  
 

11. Habakkuk takes two actions to survive this coming time. 
 

a. He remembers the might and history of the Lord. 
b. He determines – he decides – to believe and find his joy 

in God regardless of what happens in the larger world or 
society.  

 



Do you believe in what you cannot see? Do you trust the One 
who IS in His holy temple? 


