
The Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts– week two 
 

1. There are 88 references in the Old Testament to the Holy Spirit 
and we flew over those two weeks ago. We also looked briefly 
at the Holy Spirit in the Gospels. Today, we move on to the 
Book of Acts.  
 

2. There are 70 references to the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts. 
This shouldn’t be surprising when you remember that God was 
launching a new work – the kingdom had come. 

 
3. Acts 1:2. The Holy Spirit guided the words of Jesus on earth. 

Now, he was going to give the apostles that Spirit as He had 
promised. (Acts 1:4-8) 

 
4. In Acts 2, the Spirit came upon the apostles and the others 

gathered there. Others? Look at Acts 1:15 and then 2:1-6. The 
noise of their speaking was enough to gather a crowd, which 
may indicate more than 12 were speaking. Regardless, do not 
over emphasize the word “men” in v.7 as that cannot be used to 
mean that no women spoke in tongues. In fact, in that society, 
men preached to men and women were usually the teaches of 
women. It would not strain credulity in the least to think that 
women also moved among the newly gathered crowd and told 
the women the good news. Inclusion of females as full 
members and leaders of the Kingdom was a part of the plan the 
entire time.  
 

5. Let’s track this: Isaiah 40:3-5 is quoted in its entirety in Luke 
3:4-6. Note the word “mankind.” We all know what that word 
means and who it includes: all humans. Now, let’s go to a very 
tiny book that is rarely mentioned. Written, perhaps, in the 9th 
century BC, Joel prophesied during the reign of the 10th king of 
the southern kingdom of Judah, Uzziah. People were feeling 
good about their economic and military progress. Joel lets them 
know something much greater than worldly security is coming: 
Joel 2:28-32. Note – women are mentioned twice, and Peter 
quotes this word for word in its entirety in his opening sermon in 
Acts 2. The first gospel sermon preached after Jesus ascended 
into heaven attests that it has always been a part of God’s plan 



that women are elevated to the position that He has always 
planned for them to hold.  

 
 

6. The gift of tongues was not some ecstatic utterance but 
languages that hadn’t been studied. Each person heard in their 
own language. We have to read between the lines and work 
hard to figure this out, but it seems that people who never 
studied a language were now able to speak that language 
miraculously. This was for the rapid spreading of the Gospel 
across tribal and national boundaries.  

 
7. This seems to have been a short lived gift of the Spirit (no 

spiritual gift is for always, forever, and in all circumstances. The 
Spirit decides the when and the how and the why. Paul wasn’t 
always able to heal. The Spirit goes where he wills – John 3:8. 
And if we are directed by the Spirit, we will go where and when 
He wills). 

 
8. Note this: being filled with the Holy Spirit doesn’t at all mean 

that you will do miracles. John the Baptist was filled by the Holy 
Spirit from his mother’s womb – and yet he never performed a 
miracle in his life. (Luke 1:15; John 10:41) Spiritual gifts are not 
all miraculous and doing miracles is not necessarily a sign that 
you are filled with the Spirit (see pharaoh’s magicians).  

 
9. Being filled with the Spirit DOES have signs accompanying 

them. See Acts 2:44-47; Galatians 5:22-25. The Spirit is the 
power of God to live as Christians in an alien and often hostile 
world. I would go so far as to say it is impossible to live like Acts 
2 and Galatians 5 without God’s help.  

 
10. In the Book of Acts, we see a burst of activity of the Spirit 

as the Kingdom of God is declared on earth (but not OF the 
earth.  

 
11. There had been a time when people were being healed 

by touching a cloth that Paul had touched (Acts 19:11,12). 
However, later, Epaphroditus is described as being 



dangerously ill, Timothy is given medical advice, and 
Trophimus is left at Miletus. (I Tim.5:23; 2 Tim. 4:20) 

 
12. Look at the break. In Paul’s books written before Acts 28 

(1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 
Romans), we see: 

a. Twenty two references to tongues vs. none. 
b. Nine allusions to gifts vs. two. 
c. Thirteen allusions to prophecy as a gift vs. none. 

 
13. Of course, Paul told us this. First Corinthians 13:8-13. Miracles 

will happen when God wants them to. We may certainly ask for 
them…but our job is not to bring the miracles. Our job is to bring 
the love. Because of the Spirit, we can love. Because we can love, 
we can bring the kingdom to this world one heart, one life at a 
time.  


