
Holy Spirit – week three 
 

1. We’ve had a very quick look at the Holy Spirit in the OT, 
Gospels and the Book of Acts. Today, we are going to take a 
quick ride through the books written by Paul.  

 
2. While there are ongoing scholarly debates about which books 

Paul wrote personally and when he wrote them, almost 
everyone agrees that he wrote more than any other author and 
that his books have been very much responsible for our views 
on many theological issues. It surprises no one, then, to see 
Paul mention the Spirit. But he is not alone.  

a. In the NT, he is once again very prominent. He is 
mentioned in every book except Philemon, 2 and 3 John. 

b. When Paul writes, we see an explosion of information 
about the Spirit – and that makes sense: God is making 
all things new. Something new has come – new 
wineskins, a new kingdom. 

 
3. Still, we learn in stages and that is how the Spirit is revealed to 

us. Here, in the rough order they were written, is how Paul 
rolled out the story of the Spirit of God and His work with us.  

a. [ONE] In 1 and 2 Thessalonians, the Spirit is associated 
with the Truth. He is the witness, revealer, and supporter 
of the truth. 

b. [TWO] In Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and Romans we 
learn that the Holy Spirit is involved in spiritual insight, 
that he took action in the formation of the church, and that 
he gave gifts to the early church…  

c. We also see him very involved in the Apostles’ ministry, 
leading or stopping them. He is also there to help us gain 
a victory over sin. 

d. [THREE] In Colossians, Ephesians, and Philippians we 
see the Spirit of God working with the church as a group 
or the church universal as opposed to individuals. 

e. [FOUR] In the books of Timothy and Titus, we see the 
Holy Spirit involved in every aspect of ministry. 

 
4. Paul did not spend a lot of time on theories concerning the 

essence of the Spirit, where he came from, or where he stood 



in relationship with the Father and the Son. Paul was eminently 
practical: what does the Spirit do to our spirit? The names he 
gave the Spirit explain the “so what?” we might have about the 
Spirit. (and why we insist on teaching about the Spirit – unlike 
JW or Christadelphians) 

a. [FIVE] “The Spirit that lives in us.”  Romans 8:2 
b. “The Spirit of grace.” Hebrews 10:29 – to erase sin and 

bring us grace takes divine power. 
c. “The Spirit of wisdom and revelation.” (Ephesians 

1:14,17) 
d. The Spirit of adoption (sonship). The giver of liberty. 

Romans 8:15,16; 2 Cor. 3:17 
e. [SIX] The Spirit of life. (Romans 8:2) 
f. The Spirit of power, love, and self discipline. 2 Tim. 1:7 
g. Helps us to bear the fruit of the Spirit. Gal. 5:22 
h. He causes us to long for heaven. Ephesians 1:13,14; 

Romans 8:23. 
i. He is the guarantor of our resurrection. Romans 8:11.  

 
5. Who is this Spirit?  

a. [SEVEN] He has a close, personal relationship with Deity. 
He is given the same attributes the Father and Son are 
given. (Romans 15:16; 1 Thess. 5:23) 

b. He is a personal, sentient being who can be grieved. 
Ephesians 4:30; 1 Thess. 5:19. 

c. He can inhabit our personal lives. 1 Cor. 6:19.  
d. [EIGHT] He can be resisted, he strives, and he convicts 

our hearts.  (John 16:18; Acts 7:51; Gen. 6:3) 
e. When Christ cannot be with us, having the Spirit with us is 

just as good – or even better!? (John 14:7-15) 
f. He is the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9), a letter from God 

written in our hearts (2 Cor. 3:3). To have Christ is to 
have the Spirit and to have the Spirit is to have Christ.  

g. [NINE] The are One with each other and with the Father. 
(2 Cor. 13:13) 

h. And they want us to be one with each other and one with 
them. (John 17:20-26) 

 
 



NOTE: time might not allow, but if it does, please have the last 
passage available on slides.  


