
The Discipline of Hospitality 
 

1. An illustration I used to use frequently at youth rallies was to ask 
various groups to stand up. I started with church groups, then I would 
branch off into styles of music, likes and dislikes (TV, movies, 
subjects, colors, etc.). This would go on for about 3-4minutes. It was 
to illustrate to them how easily it is to divide from each other for, in 
the beginning, people just stood or sat. With each division, catcalls 
and boos would get louder.  

 
2. We have a genius for dividing. One of the most used tools in our 

toolbox – our skill set – is the one we use to measure others against 
ourselves. No wonder, then, that God listed that at the very top of the 
list of things He hates. [Proverbs 6:16-19] 
 

3. It is wise and good to preach against judgmentalism and prejudice, 
for that is a powerful, natural tendency in all of us. But that is a 
negative skill set – a list of “don’ts.” The Bible absolutely teaches us 
to not do this or that, but it always replaces the negative with a 
positive: DO this. So, what is the flip side of haughty eyes, snap 
judgments, and wide brush prejudice?  
 

4. Hospitality. God is a hospitable God. [John 14:1-3; Revelation 22:17] 
He calls us to model that hospitality. [Romans 15:7; Mark 12:30-31; 
Hebrews 13:1-2] 
 

5. Hospitality has always been a character trait of God and one He 
wants us to emulate. [Exodus 23:9; Leviticus 19:33; Leviticus 24:22] 
God walked with Adam and Eve. He nurtured a relationship with 
families that then became a nation. As they traveled, He had them 
build the Tabernacle so that He could travel with them (or, more 
accurately, they with Him). His fire and cloud protected them.  
 

6. Have you ever heard the expression “You can’t out-give God”? That’s 
a factual statement. Jesus reminds us of how God showers us with 
gifts and then tells us to follow His example and share what we have 
received. [Matthew 5:43-46] That word, “perfect,” has caused some to 
shake their heads but it just means “complete.” In this context, it 
reminds us that God hasn’t left anyone out and we are not to just 



share within our community, leaving out those outside our 
community. We are to be complete – giving hospitality to all.  
 

7. Leaders of the church have to be hospitable: [1st Tim.3:2; Titus 1:7] 
 

8. Our hospitality has a lot to do with whether or not we please God and 
are invited to live with Him in heaven. [Matthew 25:34-36] 
 

9. Hospitality can absolutely mean inviting someone into your home for 
a meal or offering a person a place in your home for the night (and 
Jesus warned not to just invite those who can pay you back with an 
invitation later). It absolutely means that we share our goods, food, 
and place with them…but it means much more than that.  
 

10. Hospitality includes – and, in our context, emphasizes – inviting 
people into our life. We give them the grace, the love, and the 
acceptance that Jesus has given us. Hospitality requires that we 
share Jesus – not just the story, but the story is a huge part of this – 
and the Jesus who lives and shines through us.  
 

11. Karen Burton Mains says this: The essence of hospitality is a 
heart open to God, with room prepared for the Guestness of the Holy 
Spirit, that welcomes the presence of Christ. This is what we share 
with those to whom we open our doors.” 
 

12. Note – we offer hospitality to the Holy Spirit, to the Father, and 
to the Son. And then, we share those “goods” with others. We open 
our doors, and the doors of our hearts, to them. This sharing must be 
intentional and targeted as well as opportunistic. We intentionally 
shape our lives to include the fatherless and the widow [James 1:27] 
and we stop what we are doing when someone needs us and when 
we have the chance to share what we have. [Pater and John to the 
crippled man in Acts 3 and Jesus in Mark 10:46ff when his path 
crossed that of a blind beggar named Bartimaeus.  
 

13. So – hospitality means to open your doors to the Spirit of God 
and then open your doors to those around you and those in need who 
you might need to seek out. It means sharing your goods, your place, 
your time, and your life just as God has shared His goods, place, time 
and life with you. It takes discipline and intentionally. And it takes 



faith. It is the mark on us that shows that we know and love Jesus, for 
we will be known by our love. And love is shown by sacrifice and 
grace lived out in the real world.  


