
The Approachable God – Hebrews 10 
 

1. I want you to think about what it would feel like to be a Jew in the 
wilderness and after you’ve crossed Jordan and you are now looking 
at the temple built by Solomon. By all accounts, it was a stunning 
edifice with gold that reflected the sun, carved stone, and the finest 
wood and heavy cloth curtains (or, in the tabernacle, walls).  

 
2. You have been told that God lives in that place but only in one part of 

it – the Holy of Holies. You, a Jew, can only image approaching your 
own God because there are many laws that separate you.  
 

3. If you are a woman, forget it. The same if you are a man but you bear 
a visible scar or deformity. Lost a limb due to accident or war? 
Blocked. Only the clean, presentable males could approach and, 
then, only to a point.  
 

4. They could not enter the Holy Place and don’t even think about 
entering the Holy of Holies; that would get you killed. They have a 
guard and they are ready to strike down anyone who doesn’t belong 
there.  
 

5. If you are the High Priest, here is what you have to do before you 
enter the Holy of Holies on that ONE day a year when you are 
allowed – commanded – to do so.  
 

a. Rise early, bathe, and put on priestly garments that are only 
worn on that day.  

b. Do your normal priestly functions – prayers, incense, etc.  
c. Sacrifice a bullock and then change into white linen robes.  
d. They will then bring you a bullock that you bought with your 

own money. Lay your hands on his head, confess your sins, 
and those of your house.  

e. Two goats are brought. Cast lots to see which one is for 
Jehovah and which one is for Azazel (scapegoat).  

f. Return to the bullock you bought and kill it.  
g. Take coals from the altar and put them in a censer. Then take 

incense that is in a special dish and enter the Holy of Holies to 
burn incense in the presence of God (you only approach with 
prayer – the smoke of the incense represented prayers). 



h. Come back out and get the basin that caught the blood of the 
bullock you killed. Reenter the Holy the Holies and sprinkle 
blood 7x up and 7x down.  

i. Come out and kill the goat marked for Jehovah. Enter the Holy 
of Holies and sprinkle its blood.  

j. The scapegoat is then brought. The High Priest lays his hands 
on its head, confesses the sins of the people and his own sins.  

k. More sacrifices… 
l. Pray for the priesthood and the people. Bathe again and put on 

the special robes again.  
m. More sacrifices, put on white linen, reenter the Holy of Holies to 

remove the incense. Come out, put on the special robes, and 
burn the evening sacrifice.  

 
6. All of this showed how unapproachable God was – how sin affects 

the relationship between God and His people. And then Jesus came 
and changed everything. How to approach God? “Our Father.” Can 
we see God and walk around with Him as Adam and Eve did in the 
garden before the fall? “Have I been with you so long and you haven’t 
seen me, Phillip?” 

 
7. When Peter and John see a beggar trapped on the steps up to the 

Beautiful Gate, they heal him, yes, but the real gift was bringing him 
into the temple. Now, he finally got to draw near to God.  
 

8. The ripping of the veil at the crucifixion of Jesus was not the act of a 
God who’d lost His temper; it was a calculated, purposeful 
demonstration of what had just happened. Let’s do some reading. 
[Hebrews 10:1-7; 12; 15-18] 
 

9. And that veil that was torn? It is now a door for us through which we 
may enter and approach our God, not in fear or with blood, but with 
confidence and prayer. [Hebrews 10:19-23] 
 

10. The word “unswervingly” found in verse 23 is there for a 
reason. Something had happened among the Jewish Christians that 
had caused them to begin to lose hope. They needed to keep facing 
forward, keep approaching God, keep praying, and keep reflecting 
Jesus in their lives. [Hebrews 10:24-25] 
 



11. In verses 26-31, they are warned that anyone who turns back 
away from Jesus and anyone who treats Jesus with spite and 
disrespect will suffer the wrath of God. [Hebrews 10:31] 
 

12. Our job is to keep going even when we get tired. The good 
news is that we don’t all get tired at the same time. That way, those 
who are able to encourage the others are to encourage them. We 
don’t go on this journey alone – we have the Spirit of God and we 
have each other. Let’s read the rest of this chapter: [Hebrews 10:32-
39] 
 

13. We remind each other – we aren’t the ones to quit, to shrink 
back. We are the ones who believe…and that faith changes 
everything. [if time allows, the congregation reads Hebrews 10:23-25] 


