
The Advent and the Parables – 4 Put it at Risk 
 

1. I was once told a preacher story and, to be honest, I repeated it 
myself many times. The story was told to reinforce our theological 
straitjackets – safety first! [the tale of the boat across the Great 
Lakes. “I know where the safe passage is”] 

 
2. That’s not a horrible story and there are certainly times when we 

should just know where the safe lane is and stick to it…but did Jesus 
ever ask us to play it safe? Did he deliver to us a faith, a 
church/community, or an example that was so fragile we had to 
bubble wrap it in live as if our faith was like the back of a shampoo 
bottle: lather, rinse, repeat?  
 

3. [Matthew 24:9; 10:16-20] It doesn’t take long to find about a dozen of 
these warnings from Jesus and more from the writers of the NT. Risk 
is built into the Christian life. When we love our enemy, our enemy 
might strike us down, considering us weak and naïve. If we give our 
goods to the poor, some of those poor will take advantage of our 
kindness. Live like Jesus and it might get you nailed to a tree.  
 

4. That leads us to our parable of today – and it is arguably the most 
difficult parable, the one that causes more arguments and more 
scratching of the head than any other. Because the Bible was not 
written with punctuation and paragraphs, it is very difficult to tell 
exactly where the parable begins and ends but…let’s tackle it 
anyway. [Luke 16:1-9] 
 

5. Got it? Self-explanatory, right? Of course it isn’t. This parable follows 
the much better known parable of the Prodigal Son and the Loving 
Father. We like that one better. In fact, the parable of the Rich Man 
and Lazarus is just after this one and we like that one a lot, too. 
But…this one? 
 

6. Here we have a man who has not been managing his boss’ funds 
honestly. He has been sloppy about recording what he is owed and 
what was collected. Note in verse 1 that mismanaging the 
possessions of his boss was called “wasting” them; the manager was 
not putting them at risk and was letting money and goods just sit 
there.  



 
7. Suddenly, the manager realizes that, not only has he mismanaged 

his boss’ stuff, he has mismanaged his life: where are his friends, his 
community, those who will love him? If he loses this job, he is on the 
street – a beggar.  
 

8. Here is where we have to pause and look at his reality and our own. 
Is this a perfect situation? No. Can he find a perfect solution? No. Is 
there a way to quickly make up all the errors he has made? No. 
So…should he just quit and run for the hills? No! Once again we 
come to the question God asked Moses, “What is in your hand?” He 
didn’t ask Moses about all the stuff he should have kept around or 
what he might have been able to do at a different stage of life…and 
God will not ask that of you, either.  
 

9. What can you do with what you have? In the situation in which you 
find yourself, what can you do for God? Note that sitting around and 
hoping for the best is not a plan and God will not honor that. Here is 
where we have to take a trip to a different parable. [Matthew 25:14-
30] Most of us know this parable but we were taught a poor 
interpretation of it. Time to correct that.  
 

10. We were told that this means we’d better make more disciples 
for God, establish more congregations, DO more for God or else! But 
life gives us no guarantees that what we put into investments will 
return to us 5 or 10 fold. Putting anything out there is risky…and that 
is what God requires, risk for His sake. The man who buried the 
talent and kept it clean and pristine just like it was when he got it was 
a grave disappointment to God. (who asked us to restore the form of 
the NT church?) 
 

11. Here’s the thing: we cannot wait for the perfect. We cannot let 
the great be the enemy of the good. We have to move with who we 
are, where we are, with what we have. The manager in Luke 16 
immediately went at the job of making things as good as he could. He 
lowered the debts of those who owed, the collected what funds he 
could. This created good will among the debtors and it also showed 
his boss that he was going to do the best he could do. And he is 
commended for it.  
 



12. Had he run, he would have been caught and tossed into prison. 
If his boss decided he should be fired, at least he would now have 
friends among those whose debts he lowered.  
 

13. We will not always succeed when we take what God gave us 
and put it at risk out there in the world. Jeremiah and Ezekiel were 
told that they would not be successful. Elijah hid in a cave because 
he felt he was the only one who was faithful and he feared being 
killed and, if he died, God would not have any friends on earth. God 
sharply rebuked him for that and sent him back out of the cave right 
at Ahab and Jezebel.  
 

14. God did not ask us to protect and polish the faith. [for the 
longest time, the Catholic Church would not let people touch the 
bread with their own hands for it was the Christ and people just 
couldn’t be trusted to handle Jesus’ body with proper cleanliness and 
precision]. Some churches will not let anyone speak, teach, serve, 
sing…unless they are professional level. By polishing the faith and 
making it great, they weaken it and the unperfect, the less than 
perfect, ease out the back door.  
 

15. AA knows this well. They know that those who come into the 
program are broken…and that is the only way people come, by the 
way. They have a 12 step program and steps 8 and 9 deal with this:  
 

Step 8: Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing to 
make amends to them all. 

Step 9: Made direct amends to such people wherever possible, except 
when to do so would injure them or others. 

 

16. We cannot undo what we have done. Some will never love 
Jesus because of the way I treated them. I live with that. Our God 
welcomes broken people. God takes the broken pieces of our lives 
and makes stained glass windows through which His Son shines. 
And even broken crayons can still color a picture and send beauty 
into the world.  


