
Jesus’ Unanswered Prayer 
 

1. In the Garden, Jesus uttered that famous prayer: “let this cup 
pass from me, I pray.” Matthew 26:39 

 
2. But it wasn’t. We know the story. Evil men in an unlawful mob 

would storm up that hill and arrest Jesus. He would face the 
death he dreaded, even though he prayed that it might not 
happen.  

 
3. Why wasn’t Jesus’ prayer answered? (and don’t cop out here 

by saying it was answered ‘no’) Did he lack faith? Was he not in 
a right relationship with God? Is God uncaring and just not that 
interested in us? Was he asking out of greed or any of the other 
disqualifiers we went over last week out of James 1? 

 
4. Let’s look at another story. Jesus and the apostles are in a boat 

headed across Galilee when a great storm comes up. They are 
in immediate and serious danger of drowning. Jesus? He’s 
asleep. They wake him saying, “Teacher! Don’t you even care 
that we are drowning?” Mark 4:38 

 
5. Stop right there. Have you ever said that to God? Have you 

ever gone before the throne and challenged God saying, “Do 
you care or not? Which is it? Am I just wasting my time here?” 

 
6. Everybody has times in their lives when terrible storms come 

against them. Relatives fall prey to strange behavior, the 
newspapers paint a picture of doom everywhere, rumors swirl 
around you and your job and the next thing you know: storm 
front! Sometimes you see it coming (Kami and I when we 
visited Scotland in 1980) and sometimes you don’t. 

 
7. We pray – oh how we pray! – but it seems to only get worse. 

“Jesus, don’t you care???” 
 

8. Back to the boat: notice what Jesus doesn’t do. He doesn’t 
warn the apostles ahead of time that a storm is coming. He just 
goes to sleep. When the storm hit, they were not confident of 
their safety, but he was! 



 
9. The reason God seems to be asleep or silent is because he 

does not share your panic: He’s God, he knows the end of the 
story. The main reason you panic is because you don’t know 
how it will turn out. 

 
10. There are two other reasons why we can panic. One: we 

are not sure how the event will feel and how we will deal with it. 
Concentration camp prisoners might know that they will be in 
heaven when they die, but they are fearful about the journey 
there, how much it will hurt, what they will see or feel, and 
whether or not they will bear up well.  

 
11. Two: we are human, and God has built into us a fierce 

determination to survive. Even when we know that we would be 
better off in heaven, we fight and scrape and swing for every 
last minute we can get. 

 
12. Jesus had faith in the storm. He knew it wasn’t his time, 

yet. When it came his time – in the Garden, he still had 
absolute faith in God and in the plan, but he was 
understandably fearful of how he would bear up during the 
ordeal of the coming day. 

 
13. God said not to store up for ourselves treasures on earth 

where moth and rust corrupt and thieves break through and 
steal. We are told to put our treasures in heaven. (Matthew 
6:19-20) One of the treasures you can start saving right now is 
faith; faith for the times to come when faith will be in short 
supply.  

 
14. God looks at us and says: let’s go for a walk. Our natural 

tendency is to say “no, walking is dangerous!” And it is. When 
we go for walks, we sometimes trip. We slide on the ice. We 
stub our toe. Sometimes when we walk, we encounter dangers. 
There are bad dogs out there, crazed parrots, and, more 
seriously, evil people.  

 
15. Walking is not safe. So, what should we do to be safe? 

(illustrate the absurdity of trying to be safe all the time) But what 



about viruses, genetic time bombs, storms, side effects of 
medication… and the dangers of NOT walking?) 

 
So… we pray. What happens when what happened to Jesus 
happens to us? When a prayer goes unanswered, what does that 
mean? Many run to Matthew 21:18-22 which says : In the morning, as 
Jesus returned to the city, he became hungry. When he saw a fig tree 
by the road, he went up to the tree and found nothing on it but leaves. 
He said to the tree, "May fruit never grow on you again!" At once the 
fig tree dried up. The disciples were surprised to see this. They 
asked, "How did the fig tree dry up so quickly?" Jesus answered 
them, "I can guarantee this truth: If you have faith and do not doubt, 
you will be able to do what I did to the fig tree. You could also say to 
this mountain, 'Be uprooted and thrown into the sea,' and it will 
happen. Have faith that you will receive whatever you ask for in 
prayer."  

16. Does this mean that if we do not receive what we asked 
for in prayer that we did not believe enough? That teaching has 
left a long list of casualties. Others opt out entirely and allow 
their prayers to become lifeless, afraid that if they put God to 
the test, either He or they will fail. Sound familiar? 

 
17. But Jesus has a different spin on faith. In Matthew 8:10 

he commends the Centurion’s faith – because that faith was in 
Jesus’ ability to do whatever it was that he wanted to do. He 
believed in Christ’s authority. THAT was why Jesus said he had 
great faith. 

 
18. So… back to the boat. When the apostles saw the wind 

and the waves they rebuked Jesus for not caring enough; for 
not acting appropriately. Jesus said that was little or no faith.  

 
So… prayer is more than spiritual lever pulling (“Let’s try this; 
repetition without hope” James 1:6,7) Faith doesn’t mean trying to 
look harder: it means counting something as true. Read Mark 9:27-
30: When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, 
crying out and saying, "Son of David, have mercy on us!" And when 
He had come into the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus 
said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to 



Him, "Yes, Lord." Then He touched their eyes, saying, "According to 
your faith let it be to you." And their eyes were opened.  
 

19. Why was Jesus’ prayer unanswered? Because God’s 
plan had to take precedence. Jesus was speaking from his 
human fraility – from that fear we all have that we will not know 
what to do; that we might not measure up. (the #1 question we 
would ask God – am I all right?)  
 

20. God knew that he would do well – very well, indeed. God 
knew that we would still be speaking about how wonderful 
Jesus was and how well he faced that cross. And he was right. 

 
Despite all of this, Jesus taught us to pray. And so we shall.  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever, Amen.  

 


