
A Name Above Every Name – Hebrews 7 
 

1. We mentioned Melchizedek two weeks ago, but it is here in the 
seventh chapter that he really comes into play in the arguments being 
made by the writer of Hebrews. You might think “we’ve established 
that Jesus is the express image of God and higher than any other 
so…let’s move on” but that just isn’t easy for a people whose entire 
Marvel Comics and DC Universes were made up of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob and Moses.  

 
2. And Abraham was the father, the one who formed them all (I’ll explain 

that later), so he took pride of place. In that society – and in most 
societies up to the present time, you inherited your station in life. If 
you were born into a family that herded cattle, you were not going to 
be allowed to be anything else. “Who is your father?” is still the 
opening of a discussion about how to view you in much of the world.  
 

3. We live in a country that prides itself on “you can be anyone or 
anything you want to be” (even though that is patently not true). We 
have absorbed that myth and class annoys us…until we rejoice in it. 
(a star said hello, a politician shook my hand, staying up late to see 
the birth of a royal). We could go on but suffice it to say at this time 
that class, rank, status, and social structure are still a big part of our 
world – and it was everything to the world of this time.  
 

4. Paul would pull rank on soldiers who had arrested and beaten 
him…and his citizenship outranked theirs for it was by birth, not by 
purchase. People immediately dismissed Jesus as the carpenter’s 
son and as the son of…that woman with the unbelievable and 
unbelieved story. People heard the accents of the apostles and 
dismissed them as “ignorant and unlearned.” 
 

5. Enter Melchizedek. [Hebrews 7:1-3] Now we see why this strange, 
unknown priest shows up in history and, now, in this book. Every Jew 
accepted the priesthood of Melchizedek even though it did not 
conform in any way to the Levitical priesthood laws found in the 
Books of Moses. God did something new…and He is doing it again 
through Jesus. Jesus is just like Melchizedek: a prince of peace, a 
king of righteousness, without genealogy and without death 
(therefore, a priest forever).  



 
6. Remember that Abraham encountered this priest on the way back 

from a battle against five kings (tribal chiefs). Something about this 
priest made Abraham stop in his tracks and know that this was a 
priest of the Most High God. Abraham gave him a tithe – a tenth of 
the plunder from the battle. We will read this and not try to unpack all 
the logic – but it made sense to the readers of Hebrews. [Hebrews 
7:4-10] 
 

7. The writer is establishing the greatness of Melchizedek – again, who 
was not from the line of Levi. Then he goes further and says that the 
priest serving throughout history were still offering tithes to 
Melchizedek since Levi was in the body of his ancestor. This is 
completely foreign to us, but they believed that all of ones 
descendants were in your body.  
 

8. Jesus spoke about this twice. [Matthew 22:41-45 and John 8:56-58]. 
Therefore, if Abraham offered Melchizedek tithes, Melchizedek was 
greater than Abraham and, therefore, greater than anyone who came 
from Abraham. And not another has come in the same way that 
Melchizedek came and, by doing so, changed the law and the future. 
[Hebrews 7:11-16] 
 

9. There has only been one whose life was indestructible. And, through 
this great priest, our lives become indestructible. (why we love super 
hero movies. Superman takes bullets and dodges a thrown gun…) 
 

10. The writer of Hebrews then quotes them a song they know very 
well – Psalm 110. Jews had long believed that another like 
Melchizedek was coming. They even had a song about it! [Hebrews 
7:17-22 and then Psalm 110]. 
 

11. The law wasn’t able to make us good. The law didn’t fail, we 
did. We needed rescue. We needed help. And we got exactly what 
we needed. We may not get the God we want and we may not get 
the God we expect but we will and do get the God who IS and the 
God we need.  
 

12. All priests died…but not this one. [Hebrews 7:23-28] This one 
can concentrate on you, for he does not have to take time to offer 



sacrifices for his own sins. Think of that. Buddha had many sins. 
Confucius did not think it was possible to live without sin and so life 
was a philosophical battle, daily, with error in body and mind. In 
Islam, they pray that the sins of Mohammed be forgiven (which is 
also why they reflexively say “may peace be upon him” all these 
years after his death.  
 

13. And here comes a priest who truly meets our needs, who lives 
forever, who can and does concentrate on us, and who calls us to live 
better lives, lives of love and service and grace. We are followers of 
the Christ, the Messiah – the “Son, who has been made perfect 
forever.” 
 

 


