
Is Jesus Qualified?  Hebrews 5 
 

1. I’ve had many Jewish friends over the years and they have enriched 
my life in every way. They are the one group that I can’t start 
conversations with Jesus stories – and it isn’t because they are 
offended by any mention of him; it is because they are certain he was 
not the Messiah.  

 
2. Certain? Yes, as certain as I am that he was and is the Messiah. 

There are many things that I could call into play here: we can look at 
prophecies and we can also look for threads of scripture that lead 
directly to Jesus. Jesus himself did that for the two men who were 
dejected, dispirited and on their way to Emmaus. He did it so 
effectively that they turned around and rejoined the community of 
faith in Jerusalem.  
 

3. Philip was able to get into the chariot with the Queen’s Treasurer and, 
starting with the Book of Isaiah, preach Jesus to him. So – we have 
many scriptures to use if we wish. The problem is: Jews don’t think 
Jesus was qualified because he was not a Levite.  
 

4. The people of Israel were divided into 12 tribes, each named after a 
son of Jacob. These family groups were often given special jobs or 
given particular sections of land. This was administrative but it was 
also a way to keep the stories alive (“why do we have this job and 
they have that job?”). 
 

5. The sons of Levi, known as Levites, were given the priesthood. 
Exodus 28:1. The firstborn son of each Levite family was handed 
over to be a priest. The rest of them served in other ways: caring for 
the Tabernacle and then the Temple, or as teachers. Levite priests 
were also the people’s judges. There was only one human being 
higher than a priest… 
 

6. The high priest. He could issue edicts – laws – for the nation. Only he 
could enter the Most Holy Place to commune with God once a year. 
All priests were held to the highest standards of purity and behavior 
and there are examples in scripture of those who failed to do so and 
were struck down by God.  
 



7. Jesus was not a Levite and that causes most religious Jews to 
immediately dismiss him as a possible Messiah. They will quote 
these passages: Exodus 40:15; Deuteronomy 18:5 
 

8. The writer of Hebrews will now address this issue: Hebrews 5:1-10.  
 

9. First, the writer reviews what is well known and accepted: high priests 
come from among the people. He has great authority and is to deal 
with people gently and to remember his own sins. No one can run for 
the post of High Priest – you have to be called and to have the people 
agree that you were called. It is not a political post and it is not to be 
filled that way. It is filled by signs and prayers, none of which is done 
in secret (no conclave with white smoke and certainly not the way it 
was being done in Jesus’ time).  
 

10. The writer reminds them that God called Jesus – for there were 
many witnesses to the baptism of Jesus and to his miracles. They 
knew he was speaking with authority (“not like the priests or scribes”) 
NOTE: the writer of Hebrews is not trying to convince the readers of 
Jesus’ being super important; they were already believers. What the 
writer is doing is showing them how and why Jesus came to be the 
High Priest.  
 

11. Then a word shows up in verse 6. Who was Melchizedek? We 
have to go back to Genesis 14. There we find Abraham (Abram at the 
time) at war. Several tribes around him were at war with each other, 
each seeking dominance in the area or seeking to keep the power 
they had over the other tribes. One such tribe kidnapped Lot, 
Abraham’s nephew. Abraham went to get him.  
 

12. Abraham had 318 men of fighting age. He gathered them and 
they went to get his nephew back. He defeated a coalition of 5 tribes 
that stood against him and recovered Lot. On the way back, two kings 
show up – the King of Sodom and the King of Salem (Peace).  
 

13. Melchizedek gave Abraham bread and wine, the same 
elements we have at the Lord’s Supper every Sunday. He then gave 
Abraham a blessing in the Name of God Most High, El Elyon. 
(Genesis 14:18-20) All Jews knew about this and what it meant – it 
meant that God had an older order of priests out there who were not 



Levites and were not even Jews. Jesus reminds the Jews that God 
has always had people who would not fit into their system (John 
10:16). 
 

14. In the Jewish song and prayer book, we find Melchizedek one 
more time (Psalm 110:1-4). Christians view this as a prophecy, a 
Messianic psalm. Notice how this hero king will show up: out of 
nowhere, like Melchizedek, representing an older, unknown order of 
priests that God had ready at just the right time. (Jews reject this as 
proof of Jesus’ priesthood because they take the war talk in the 
psalm literally rather than spiritually. That is a constant objection to 
the Messiah status of Jesus).  
 

15. Notice that this priest is the “King of Peace.” And Jesus comes 
as the Prince of Peace. Don’t get too hung up on royal ranks here – 
focus on what kind of king Jesus is prophesied to be. He puts an end 
to war not by war, but by peace.  
 

16. The Roman Empire made peace by destroying their enemies 
and burning their homes and fields. The Celtic warrior, Calgacus, 
gave a speech to his people before the battle of Mons Grapius 
around 83 AD. “To robbery, slaughter, plunder, they give the lying 
name of empire; they make a solitude and call it peace.” Most people 
rewrite that quote slightly as “They make a desert and call it peace.” 

 
 

17. Opening up your mind to a non-Levite being the high priest, and 
to a king who brings down kingdoms by loving them out of 
existence…that is hard work. The writer of Hebrews knows this. 
(Hebrews 1:11-14) Harsh? A bit…but true. The only way to master 
what is going on in scripture is by constant practice. It also means 
that you don’t continually study what you already know – you stretch, 
you change, you learn… 

 
18. And you are open to God doing something entirely new, entirely 

unexpected, entirely outside of your comfort zone. The Mosaic law 
was a system, a complicated, precise system put in place to bring us 
to a person – not another system. Christianity is not a replacement to 
Judaism; it is where Judaism leads us – to the surprise appearance 
of God and a sudden call to follow him.  


