
Hebrews Chapter One – None Higher 
 

1. The first of our series, so a little context needs to be laid out first. This 
is often called a letter and it has a few similarities with epistles, but it 
is best thought of as a sermon. Great sermons were often written 
down so that they could be shared with a larger group (MLKjr had a 
set of sermons he repeated time and again).  

 
2. The earliest manuscript we have of Hebrews has “A Letter to the 

Hebrews” on it so its target is not in doubt (though some will quibble). 
It is almost certainly written to Jewish Christians who were struggling 
with how to arrange their pantheon of heroes: who was in charge of 
their faith and what would their faith look like? How Jewish was 
Christianity? 
 

3. Even though it is near the end of our Bible, this was a very early book 
and well known to the early Christians. Clement of Rome, Polycarp 
and Hermas all used this book and quoted from it in their writings. 
But, when it comes to authorship, we find that there was no real clear 
idea who was the original author (of the book or the sermon on which 
it was based).  
 

4. Clement of Alexandria was the first to say that Paul wrote it. He 
based that on the fact that Paul wrote a lot…and that’s about it. Most 
scholars (and non-scholars like me) are united against that idea. The 
language and phrasing is very unlike Paul. It is soaked with Levitical 
symbolism – a saturation with Jewish worship and liturgy, a technique 
Paul never used.  
 

5. No early writer gives us much help here and the language is quite 
unlike any other book. Barnabas is often put forth as the author but 
the only reason for that is that Barnabas was a Levite and, therefore, 
was well versed in the Jewish Liturgy. Martin Luther thought it likely 
that Apollos wrote Hebrews and many scholars think that is a likely 
candidate.  
 

6. Scholars have also made the case that this book was written by 
Priscilla. That would explain why the name is left off the book. She 
was well versed in Levitical language and taught Apollos in the faith. 
She and her family made tents and this book deals a lot with the tent 



of meeting, the Tabernacle. In the end, all we can do is say that this 
sermon, regardless of its authorship, was well known, universally 
received as scripture, and quoted and copied extensively.  
 

7. [Hebrews 1:1-3] What an opening! Cast your mind back to Acts 2 
when the crowds gathered at the sound of wind and the flame like 
apparitions on the heads of the apostles. They heard the unschooled 
men speak in their own languages and asked “What does this 
mean?” Here is the answer: Jesus, the Son of God, is now the only 
option. He is the one who speaks for God.  
 

8. And here we run into the real reason that Christianity is so unpopular: 
its exclusivity. Jesus said he was THE way, truth and life and that no 
one comes to the Father except through Jesus. Many who want to 
treat Jesus as a great moral teacher, a political firebrand, or wannabe 
national leader run into a wall here.  
 

9. But here is the thing: if this is true, fighting it will only break us. There 
are realities we have to face and, if we refuse to face them, they will 
not go away. Instead, they will take us down. And here is reality: if 
you want a relationship with God, if you want to walk with God, you 
have to know Jesus.  
 

10. There is also good news here…the best news, in fact: Jesus is 
what God looks like, sounds like, and acts like. Go through the 
Gospels and run a little experiment. Place the name of God and 
imagine the Father doing everything and saying everything Jesus 
said and did. (this breaks down when Jesus talks about his Father but 
do this work anyway) It will change your life.  
 

11. One of the big questions Jewish people had to answer was 
“where does Jesus rank” in their rather complicated and evolving 
understanding of the heavenlies and those who dwell in them. The 
writer of Hebrews wastes no time dealing with this for it is the theme 
of this sermon. [Hebrews 1:4-9] 
 

12. Did you catch that? The Father called Jesus “God.” Let’s look at 
[Hebrews 1:8-9] again. Who are the companions? It is hard to be 
certain but we know that scripture teaches us that there is a heavenly 
host and a council of heavenly beings. Jesus has walked in 



community with them and with us…but he is superior to both. We see 
this in [Philippians 2: 5-11]. 
 

13. The songs in Hebrews 1 continue: [Hebrews 1:10-13]. Here we 
see echoes of passages as old as Genesis and as young as the yet 
to be written Gospel of John. [Genesis 1:26-27 and John 1:1-3] And 
we can’t forget [Colossians 1:16-17]. 
 

14. Jesus served the Father faithfully on earth and, now, the Father 
promises to work for Jesus! [Hebrews 1:13].  
 

15. What an opening for a sermon! This is no Joke, Story, Three 
Points, Poem sermon; this is a sermon designed to change their 
worldview – and ours. [Read Hebrews 1:1-4 if time allows] 


