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JULIO RUIZ IS THE 57-year-old pastor of a small church in Managua, Nicaragua.
Fourth Avenue has been the sole supporter of Julio for the past 27 years.
Many of you know Julio but for those of you that don’t, here is a portion 
of his story. Julio was born in Corinto, a port city of Nicaragua, 
in 1960. His father was a merchant sailor. He was the the 6th son of 
14 children. Julio reminisces
about his early days: “My child-
hood was very beautiful. I had
many brothers to fight and play
with. My house looked like a
preschool. From a very young
age the older children did chores and took care of the younger ones.”
HE GOES ON TO SAY, “When I was young I always made my teachers laugh with
my attitudes, there was something out of the ordinary, a very peculiar thing
that was in me, in that I always loved to help others. Since I was very small, 
I always shared my shoes, my clothes, and my toys. My parents taught me
to care for others. That is what they instilled in me all the time.”

JULIO FELT A CALL to preach from a very
young age. Due to the wars in his
home country, at the age of 27, 
Julio found himself as a refugee in
Guatemala. It was here that he came
across a magazine called the “Eternal
Voice.” In it he read that if you had a
desire to preach the gospel you could
go to the Baxter Institute and learn

more about preaching the Word. After reading this, Julio says he felt a direct 

call from God. He began to pray and sent a letter to the magazine. One
month later, Luis Medina, the director of the Baxter Institute, came 
to Guatemala to meet Julio and help him enroll in the Institute. Julio
graduated from the Baxter Institute, located in Honduras, four years
later, with a Bachelor’s degree in Theology.
JULIO WENT ON TOMARRY Ester Olivia Molina Lopez. They have been mar-
ried for 20 years and have one daughter, Genesis. She is 16 years old

and helps teach the children at church and is
active in her youth group.
WHEN ASKED ABOUT his life Julio reflects, “I have
survived hurricanes, tornados, wars, volcanic
eruptions, and was a refugee of UNHCR and I
have always wanted to help others where
and how I could even in the face of danger.”

This quote from
Julio beautifully
sums up the
preacher from
Nicaragua, with 
a heart always
willing to serve.
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“When I was young...there was 
something out of the ordinary, a very 
peculiar thing that was in me, in that

I always loved to help others.” 

(continued)

We asked about Julio’s
greatest prayer needs.
He asks us to pray for:
✞ The church campaign 
to win souls for Christ. 
✞His health (he suffered a severe back
injury last year).
✞His family—especially his daughter,
Genesis, as she goes to college soon.
✞Peace. 
✞The disabled and the prisoners. 
✞More people willing to serve God.
✞The older people in his congregation.


