
  
 
Business Idea Kickstarter  
  For Kids! 

© 2013-2014 Entrepreneur Kids Academy™ 
 

In this workbook, you’ll find some ideas and 
shortcuts.  We know it can be confusing to know  
where to begin when you start your first business. 

The inventor of the light bulb once said, “I 
never perfected an invention that I did not 
think about in terms of the service it might 
give others… I find out what the world 
needs, then I proceed to invent.” 
Thomas Edison’s timeless advice is still 
true today.  

You don't need to be a genius inventor to 
start a business. Just look for what the 
world around you needs, and then find a 
way to provide it. 

Hi Friends!  Are you tired of wishing you 
had enough money to buy or do 
something you want? Take matters into 
your own hands and make money 
yourself!  My mom and dad are teaching 
me and they can teach you too! 
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There are two ways to start your business...  
1. Pick a specific group of people you are naturally connected 
to, and then look for something they need. That group could 
be your neighborhood, your parent’s social group or a sports 
team. You can start asking them questions about what 
problems they have and then look for a way to provide a 
valuable solution.  

2. Pick something you are interested in that can help people. 
 Then see if you can find a group of people who need what you 
offer.  Will they buy it? 

Brainstorm 
Use the following questions with a parent or friend that can 
help you discover business ideas. 

What useful things are you interested in?  

(Things like cleaning, yard work, babysitting, pet sitting, fixing 
computers, etc.)  Bottom line: how can you help people? Write 
down 5 ideas below.  Fill in all the blanks. 

1.        
2.        
3.        
4.        
5.       
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Who are you naturally connected to? 

There are people all around you that need what you offer; your 
neighborhood, social groups, school groups, and religious 
groups to name a few.  (Think of people who are able to pay 
you… like adults.  All your friends want to make money too!) 
Write down 5 groups of people.  Fill in all the blanks even if 
you’re not sure about them. 

Get the word out.   
Talk to people and tell them about what you’re doing.  You can 
also make a flyer to give out to friends and neighbors.   

  Parent Safety Discussion: Be very careful where 
you leave flyers and don’t leave them in public places.  
Using a picture of you might not be safe.  Use your 
parent’s cell number as the first contact point so a 
parent can background check potential customers. 

1.        
2.        
3.        
4.        
5.       
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How to Use a Flyer 
You need to know for sure that people will buy your idea 
before you invest more than one hour of your time and more 
than a few dollars.  Do this by talking with people and making 
your flyer first. 

The smart entrepreneurs never 
go "all in" until they first test 
their ideas and solutions in the 
market. For example, before 
the founders of Zappos.com 
built a huge website with a 
warehouse and shoe inventory, 
they first asked the question,  

 
“Will people buy shoes online?” 

In order to test that question, they put up a very simple, low 
cost website to see if anyone would buy. They didn't even have 
any shoes to sell yet! When someone bought that first pair of 
shoes, they bought them at a local retail store and shipped 
them to the customer. They didn't care if they lost a little bit of 
money on that sale. It was all about the test. They got the 
answer to their question and knew they could make it work. 

Make your flyer based on the following example with a photo 
of you or your service and your parent’s cell number (discuss 
with your parents what photo to use.) When someone contacts 
you, answer their questions and make a sale!   
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5 business ideas to help you get started: 
1. Cleaning and window washing. 

Offer to wash windows for your neighbors.  You could 
also clean their garage, their bathrooms or help them 
with their laundry. 
 

2.  Yard work/mow lawns/pick up dog poo. 
Look for yards in your neighborhood that look like they 
could use a little more care. 
 

3. Babysitting/Pet sitting. 
Use the example flyer to find parents who need 
someone to watch their kids.  Do the same for pet 
owners who will be out of town or want their pet to 
have some company while at work. 
 

4. Tech help. 
Ask your grandparents if they need help learning to use 
their smart phone, setting up their profile on Facebook 
or installing their new printer so they can print pictures 
of you.  Their friends probably need help too! 
 

5. Car wash/detail cars. 
Put on a car wash in your neighborhood.  Make flyers to 
promote your services to people outside your 
neighborhood. 
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Parent Safety Discussion: Depending on how old 
you are, some of these activities may or may not be safe 
for you.  You need to discuss this very carefully 
with your parents.  Some activities like babysitting 
carry even more responsibility. Please read the excerpt 
below from SafeSitter.org. 

http://www.safesitter.org/�
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Want to learn more? 
At Entrepreneur Kids Academy, we offer a simple, step-
by-step program that teaches kids and teens: 

• Basic entrepreneurial concepts for their first business. 
• How to find and test a business idea. 
• Critical steps to start a business that makes money. 

Everything kids need to start a business so they can be the 
leaders, job creators and millionaires of the future. 

No long assignments, homework or tests required to complete 
the program… just fun and interactive activities to guide 
parents as they teach their kids about entrepreneurship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or use this link: http://www.entrepreneurkidsacademy.com/join 

As a teacher reading through this program, I 
feel that it is a great way to get younger kids 
thinking about working for themselves and not 
“the man.” There are some great activities and 
it really gets kids thinking about the “how to” 
process and what it takes to start their own 
business.  ~BreeAnna Benz 

http://www.entrepreneurkidsacademy.com/join�
http://www.entrepreneurkidsacademy.com/join�
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