
ISSUE #2 • MAY 2017 

Ending is Beginning 

As the end of the school year approaches, this issue 
showcases organization tips, engagement strategies and 

fresh ideas for letting loose with Arts Integration and 
STEAM before summer arrives. 



HERE WE GO! 

You’ve made it!  For most teachers (in the US at least), May signals the last month of the school 

year.  You’ve put in long hours, been a part of successes and challenges and you’ve finally 

reached the end of the year.  But it’s not time to pack up and leave just yet! 

While closing out your classroom may be on your horizon, there are still things we need to do.  

There’s nothing better than ending the year on a high note.  In this issue, we’re sharing all kinds 

of tips for making these last few weeks a success.  You’ll find ways to organize all of your digital 

files, exciting new lessons and ideas to try, and ways to ensure your students are engaged all 

the way through the final day. 

We’re also excited to welcome two new authors this issue: Chris Sweeney and Francine 

Jennings.  Chris is sharing some incredible ways to use 3D printing in your classroom and 

Francine offers us some helpful ideas from her perspective as an arts integration professor with 

Lesley University.  I know you’re going to really appreciate their fresh perspectives! 

Lastly, be sure to check out our kickoff to the “Summer of Creativity”.  We’re sharing our Top 

20 books, apps and websites for arts integration and STEAM in this issue.  Each of these also 

comes with a helpful download, so you can print off the list and get on your way. 

I *so* hope that May brings you more than just flowers.  I hope it also brings you a renewed 

sense of energy and excitement for all of the ways you can close out the year with this group of 

students before heading out for a summer of fun. 

Onward and Upward! 

Susan Riley, Founder of EducationCloset.com



Art in the Garden 
By Dyan Branstetter  |  May, 2017 

May is the perfect month to use a teaching garden to integrate the arts. From science 

topics such as plant growth and development or insects to venturing into the artistic 

world while using flower petals to make dyes, there are many opportunities for cross-

curricular lessons. Some of the ideas below can be a quick “mix-in” to what you’re 

already teaching, while some may be larger scale projects that could culminate your 

school year.  

Nature Journaling: 

A great way to help students develop a learning mindset while in a teaching garden is 

to have them great a nature journal for use during garden lessons. Each observation 

students make or activity they complete in the garden will occur in their journal. While 

it is quick to hand out premade composition books, it can help students creatively take 

ownership of their work if they have the opportunity to make their own journal using 

inspiration from the garden. The following steps for this creation can be scaffolded for 

the amount of time you have or the ability level of your students. 

 1. Create a nature cover. Have students gather a variety of materials from the 
garden and press them. Ferns, flower petals, and most leaves are great for this. 

Have students choose a few to arrange on a piece of cardstock. Students can 

glue their items to the cardstock, or you can cover them with a piece of clear 

contact paper to affix them to the cover. While students are arranging their 
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designs, it is a great opportunity to talk about white space or positive and 

negative space to help them make wise design decisions. 

 2. Assemble the book. Punch holes in the margin of the cover and your choice of 
paper for the pages. Then, have students fasten the edge by sewing it with yarn 

or ribbon, or tie the pages closed with raffia. 

 3. Share well-known scientific journals. Before or after creating their nature 

journal, share famous artistic and scientific science journals with students. This 

not only emphasizes the importance of journaling sessions, but it provides 

students with great mentor journals from which they can gain inspiration. My 

students love learning about Marie Curie's journals, and how even after 100 

years after her death they are still radioactive. It is the perfect time to point out 

how modern day scientists learn from the journals of past scientists, hoping to 

learn from them and potentially continue past scientists' research. Here are a few 

read aloud titles to share: The Flower Hunter: William Bartram, America's First 

Naturalist by or The Boy Who Drew Birds: A Story of John James Audubon. 

Learning in the Garden 

Once students create a nature journal, it is time to explore! While any nature related 

activity can be recorded in the journal, here are a few of my favorite arts integrated 

garden lessons. 

 1. Basic nature observations: Have students find an observation space. Give each 

student a hula hoop or a yard of yarn tied in a large loop. Students should 

use the hoop to circle the space they plan to observe. This parameter helps 

students focus on one space without wandering, allowing them to observe more 

details for a period of time. These are the student directions that I use: Nature 

JournalingDirections. 

 2. Color matching journaling. This activity is from Project Budburst, a citizen 

science initiative researching how plants change with the seasons. Have each 

student grab 6 crayons of different colors. Have students use the Project 

Budburst color wheel and shade in each section of the wheel with each color 

crayon they chose. Students should take the wheel into the garden and stop to 

sketch and observe when they find something that matches their colors. 

ArtsEd Lab Magazine - May 2017 "2 EducationCloset.com

http://educationcloset.com
http://top10leatherjournals.com/journals-changed-world-marie-curie/
https://www.amazon.com/Flower-Hunter-Americas-Naturalist-Outstanding/dp/0374345899
https://www.amazon.com/Flower-Hunter-Americas-Naturalist-Outstanding/dp/0374345899
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Who-Drew-Birds-Outstanding/dp/0618243437
https://educationcloset.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Nature-JournalingDirections.pdf
https://educationcloset.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Nature-JournalingDirections.pdf
http://budburst.org/
http://budburst.org/documents/871408/879751/PBB_beadbracelet.pdf/f0a6a48e-7312-4e9b-943d-f8fa99f446ad
http://budburst.org/documents/871408/879751/PBB_beadbracelet.pdf/f0a6a48e-7312-4e9b-943d-f8fa99f446ad


 3. Use visual thinking strategies in the garden. Start with Seeing, Thinking, and 

Wondering during observations. The children's book In the Garden: Who’s Been 

Here? by Lindsay Barrett George is a great springboard for this type of garden 

exploration. 

 4. Exploring colors in the garden. Have students respectfully pull petals (or 

gather these ahead of time) from different colored flowers, leaves, and grasses. 

Discuss pigments, and how Native Americans made paints colors from plants 

and minerals in nature. Have student rub the petals on paper to create a design 

or to color in a sketch they have done. If they know the type of flower petal they 

are using, have them label it in their journal. 

 5. Try chlorophyll coloring: Similar to #4, this is an effective and fun way to teach 

plant vocabulary and the concept of photosynthesis. The idea is simple: have 

students pluck a few blades of grass and rub it on paper. The green left behind 

is the chlorophyll, which is the food that the plant makes. 

 6. Natural dyes: Discuss how plants have been used throughout history to dye 

fabrics. Here is an inquiry-based based science experiment for students to 

discover the different colors a variety of natural materials produce. and here is a 

description of a student’s project, dyeing yarns with natural materials, Find more 

resources here. 

 7. Plant a rainbow. With early childhood students, read the book Planting A 

Rainbow by Lois Ehlert. (Find a video read aloud here.) Plant your own small 

rainbow garden. Have students use acrylic paint to paint rocks of each color as 

markers for each plant. Write the name of each plant on the rock. 

Outside of the Journal 

Some projects are too three-dimensional to fit in a journal. Here are some garden-

based activities that are perfect for integrating the arts with science concepts. 

Plant Inspired Batik 

Did you know that you can do batik with Elmer's glue? At this year's NAEA conference, 

presenter Annie Jewett shared this great project connecting plants and art. Annie's 

directions, as well as her beautiful student work, can be found here at her website. 
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(Simple directions for creating a glue batik can be found here.) Annie had her students 

create a scientific drawing of a plant they were studying. Students drew on an 8 1/2 x 

11 sheet of paper with a pencil and then traced over the pencil with a Sharpie. After 

placing a piece of muslin over the drawing, students traced their lines again with 

Elmer's blue gel glue. Once the glue dried, they painted it with acrylic paints, and after 

the paint dried, they watched the fabric in hot water to remove the glue. The results 

were stunning. 

Dance Like a Bee 

Did you know that bees communicate by dancing? Find a great free lesson plan and 

handout that allows students to dance this process while learning why bees do this 

strange waggling. To increase the arts integration, include dance elements when you 

are giving directions. Observe bee videos and have students use their bodies to mimic 

the motion as they follow the bee choreography as described in the lesson. 

Create Simple Flower Models to Explain Pollination 

I like to have students complete this lesson after dissecting a flower so that they are 

familiar with the parts of a flower. This lesson plan has scientific background 

information that explains each of these pollinators and more. Students make three 

different flower models to represent three different pollinators. Since students are 

creating models, this activity is a direct match for NGSS 3-LS1-1. 

 1. Bee-pollinated flowers: Have students trace, cut, and connect the orchid model 

on light colored paper. Curl the petals slightly in towards the center of the flower 

with the side of a pencil. Students should draw the pollen in the center, as well 

as the "landing zone" lines that guide the insect to the pollen. Finally, spray it 

with a flowery smelling perfume. This flower represents bee-pollinated plants 

because they are attracted to smell and can see infrared lines that are like arrows 

pointing them to the pollen. The shape of the petals helps them stay in the right 

place so that the pollen is sure to stick to their bodies. 

 2. Bird and butterfly-pollinated flowers: These pollinators are attracted to color 

and use their beak or proboscis to drink nectar while the pollen rubs onto a 

bird's head or a butterfly. Have students take a piece of red construction paper 
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and roll it into a trumpet shape. Tape to keep it together, and fringe the wide 

end. Insert and attach a straw and a few pipe cleaners to represent the stamen 

and pistil. 

 3. Wind-pollinated flowers: For this, no attraction is needed, so there is no smell 

or color. Use a paper cupcake wrapper turned upside down. Poke a small hole in 

the center of the wrapper, and thread a few pieces of yarn through the hole 

making it look like a bell. Tie a knot in the yarn so it doesn't slip through the 

hole, and fringe the yarn that is hanging. These are light and breezy so the 

pollen can mix when the wind blows. 

To increase the level of inquiry, have students observe these types of flowers, learn 

about pollinators, and then create a model that would work for each pollinator using 

supplies you provide. When sharing their creation, have students share evidence for 

why pollination will work with their plant/pollinator combination. 

Make the most of the springtime weather, and get out into nature! As students dive 

into nature journaling, allow them to frequently share their findings with the class, small 

groups, or partners. It can even be an informal assessment tool to discover students' 

knowledge and misconceptions. I hope it becomes a beneficial activity for you as it has 

for me! 
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Listening Maps as a Means for Understanding 
Music 

By Brianne Gidcumb |  May, 2017 

In my days of teaching general music, one of my favorite resources to use with my 

students was the listening map. I found that, as a music educator with very limited 

instructional time and diverse student needs, listening maps provided a way to help 

groups of students engage with a piece of music and organize what they were hearing. 

A listening map is a visual representation of a piece of music, with the essential 

elements of that piece organized in graphic form. There are any number of elements of 

music you might highlight with a listening map: form, instrumentation, dynamics, 

tempo, and other expressive elements. The listening map is tailored to serve as the 

best visual representation of any given musical work to organize the aural experience 

for students. 

Listening maps… 

Visually organize aural information. Listening maps can introduce students to musical 

vocabulary and concepts and help students to understand those concepts within the 

context of listening examples. Sometimes, the expressive elements of music can be 

somewhat abstract, especially for our younger learners, and listening maps can provide 

something just a little more objective and tactile for students. 
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Engage kinesthetic and visual learners. Listening maps are a great way for all learners, 

particularly kinesthetic and visual learners, make sense of what they are hearing. We all 

have learners for whom aural information can be a little overwhelming. Having a 

graphic representation of that aural information can help provide some focus. 

Give students an interactive experience with a musical work. This increases student 

engagement, as well as retention of musical information. Students are more likely to 

retain information when it is experienced both aurally and visually. The more learning 

modalities you can access in a listening experience, the more likely it is to be relevant 

to each of your students. 

Flipping the listening map. 

While there are many great examples of existing listening maps you may distribute to 

your students, you may also have students create their own listening maps to highlight 

their own understanding of a piece of music. This provides a more personally relevant 

experience with the music. Students may highlight musical concepts they recognize 

within a piece, organize the form of the music, or even tell a story based on what they 

hear. This is not only a great way to allow students to use some critical thinking skills to 

create a visual representation of their listening experience, but also a great access 

point to integrate visual art concepts and ELA standards! Check out this article on Line 

Graph Listening Maps for some ideas of how to engage students in creating their own 

listening maps. 

Free for you, our Education Closet readers, is a listening map to accompany The Young 

Person’s Guide to the Orchestra. You can find some classroom ideas for this piece in 

our 2014 article, “Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra”: Art and Writing Prompt for 

the Music Classroom. 

Download your Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra Listening Map. 

Please feel free to explore some additional listening map resources at my 

TeachersPayTeachers store, and be sure to check out future issues of ArtsEd Lab for 

more listening activities to engage your musical learners. Happy listening! 
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Defining Engagement through STEAM: Learning 
with Others 
By Typhani Harris  |  May, 2017 

Continuing our Defining Engagement through STEAM series, based on the research 

of John Antonetti and Phillip Schlechty, takes us to the next way we can articulate and 

define our student engagement.  Our sessions explain definitions, share strategies, 

provide templates and rubrics to self assess, and/or offer downloadable resources to 

ultimately define engagement in an actionable way.  Check out the introduction to this 

series here. 

Just to recap, we have defined engagement through STEAM by assessing the use of 

Personal Response in Session 1 ,  introducing Variety and Novelty to help bring arts 

into school in Session 2.  Then we visualized the Emotional and Intellectual Safety 

needed in order for our students to truly engage in the classroom in Session 3 .  

Session 4 covered how the Sense of Audience provides greater engagement especially 

in STEAM and Arts Integration and Session 5 revealed how Clear and Modeled 

Expectations improve assessments. 

Session 6: Learning With Others 

Collaborative learning experiences are so very important for our students.  In a 2015 

Washington Post article, education writer Jeffrey Selingo describes how employers find 
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current graduates lacking in soft skills like collaboration, problem solving, oral 

communication, and leadership.   We often manufacture "group work" in our classes 

with the intent to offer collaborative learning for our students, but the way we 

approach "group work" is a huge determining factor in the students ability to truly be 

collaborative. 

Often we believe that if we put students in groups or with partners then we are 

creating an engaging environment for them, but the truth is only genuine group work is 

engaging. For example, if you have students work on an assignment that is an 

individual assignment, yet you allow them to work together then they are not actually 

completing group work. They are just working along side friend. Before you design 

group work or partner work ask yourself “is this genuine group work?” Meaning, do 

students HAVE to be in groups in order to successfully accomplish the objective. If the 

answer is “yes,” hooray! You are doing genuine group work. If the answer is “no’” then 

you are not. Either revise the expectation so it must be completed in groups in order to 

be successful, or take them out of groups. Remember to create a clear protocol for any 

group work. Determine who is responsible for what, what the roles of the members are, 

how the members will evaluate themselves and the group as a whole. 

Learning must have a social component, and Antonetti suggests activities like Think, 

Pair, Share; Literature Circles; Small Group Discussions; Reciprocal Teaching, and Peer 

Revision or Review. 

One collaborative strategy that I love is class discussions.  Unfortunately, without 

proper preparation class discussions can fall flat. I have seen the verb discuss in 

multiple lesson plans and it always makes me wonder: how? How are you going to 

discuss? How are you going to set up the discussion? How are you going to make sure 

everyone has and uses their voice? How are you going to evaluate the discussion? How 

are you going to ensure the discussion was successful, and if it isn’t what are you going 

to do to follow up? Then, when I watch the discussion in action it is usually the teacher 

discussing with an occasional lower level question posed to the class and a couple 

students responding. This is not a class discussion. Now, don’t get me wrong, class 

discussions can be an amazing way to practice Learning with Others as students get 

the opportunity to use their voices, present claims and defend ideals, and an even 
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better way for the teacher to assess student knowledge.  However, they can also go 

terribly wrong if the proper planning and procedures are not in place.  Ultimately, we 

want to be sure all students are engaged and participating, we want to be sure that it is 

organized and not chaotic, and we want to be sure we are teaching students the skill of 

listening to understand, not just listening to reply. 

First of all, students should know and be able to create the proper environment for a 

class discussion whether it be a circle, square, horseshoe. Second, they need to know 

what to say and how to say it.  Practice Accountable Talk Stems with your students, 

which are ways to initiate and continue discussions.  Design academic controversies 

that spark discussion, where students will clearly have an opinion. The more relevant 

and “their world” the more they are going to want to discuss it. 

You must also consider the assessment aspect. How are you evaluating the students? Is 

it solely participation based? Do you have a rubric where you are checking for specific 

things within the discussion? Are students a part of the evaluation process? Are they 

evaluating themselves as well as others during the discussion? (The answer is, yes…to 

all of that). 

Now that we have highlighted some of the basic procedures, determine the format. 

There are a plethora of discussion formats out there, each with a multitude of variations 

so it is important you choose the one that you are most comfortable facilitating and, as 

always, tailor it to the needs of your students. 

Get a copy of my 4 favorite class discussion formats, including the set up, 
structure, and participation style here! 

Check out Fostering Engagement Through Choice next! 

Session 8 takes a look at Student Choice as a means of student engagement in 

STEAM. 
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"Note to Self" Lesson Plan Tip Before Summer 
By Lauren Hodson  |  May, 2017 

In an ideal world, we would all have perfectly written lesson plans that are timed to tee 

and seamlessly fit into the exact amount of teaching days. In an ideal world, we would 

have everything planned and scheduled for the upcoming school year ahead of time. 

We could glide effortlessly from the fun of summer break to the exciting hustle and 

bustle of a new school year with a stress-free smile on our faces and wind at our backs. 

This, however, is often just a sweet daydream for us teachers. If you are like me, the 

end of the year is filled with absolute craziness! Students have cabin fever, schedules 

are changing rapidly, we are busy packing up supplies and frantically trying to 

remember to turn everything off while cleaning out refrigerators in the fear of coming 

back in August or September to a smell that would peel paint off a wall. 

Because of the insanity that the end of the year can often bring, the last thing on our 

minds are future lesson plans and organization. Throughout the years, I have 

developed a strategy to help me recall information from one year to another directly 

on my lesson plans. I call it “Note to Self.” 

During the year, I will type up very short lesson plans. This is especially the case if I 

have not taught a lesson before. The reason I keep it short is because I know that it will 

change the next time I teach it. 
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While teaching, I take notes. Sometimes I take notes directly on the lesson plan or I 

even scribble on a post-it and attach it directly to the page. One thing we don’t have 

much of, as teachers, is time. By doing this, I can document my thoughts quickly while 

they are fresh in my mind. 

What I Document 

Timing/Pacing: How long did the lesson take? 

 • What might seem like a 5-class lesson might take my students 10. I will note 

what is completed at the end of each day. How far did my students get during 

one class period? This gives me an idea of how many days to schedule the 

following term, semester, or year. 

Chunking/Instruction: What information helped my students understand? 

 • Figure out what information can be chunked together for better understanding. 

Also consider what prior information students might need to be successful. Did 

the order of instruction help or hurt the lesson? 

Effectiveness: Were the materials successful? 

 • As a visual arts teacher, we often need to change our materials. In our heads, oil 

pastels might be perfect for a lesson about color and value until you realize that 

the paper needs to be folded and the artwork becomes a muddled or smudged 

mess. 

Student Feedback: Did they like the lesson? 

 • Observe your students and take note of their reactions. Were students 

engaged? Were they interested? Did they learn skills that they can build on and 

from? 
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The list might seem like a daunting amount of information to document, but it is 

manageable when you jot it down quickly and when you take a moment to reflect on 

the lesson at the midpoint and at the end. 

Ideally, you will have time later to go back and edit your original lesson plan using your 

“Notes to Self.” If not, you will at least have these comments or Post-its to reference 

the next time you teach your lesson. You won’t have to worry about remembering 

those little tweaks because they will be documented directly on the page. 

During these crazy days near the end of the year, wouldn’t it be nice to not have to 

worry that your summer brain will erase all those lesson changes you need to make? 
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Ditch the Textbook! 
By Laura & Matt Grundler  |  May, 2017 

Not sure what you think of when you hear "ditch the textbook", but for an art teacher 

it’s not so unusual.  Of course, we use books as references - yes, even art textbooks - 

but the best part of being an art teacher is the ability to utilize our own creativity 

to carefully craft our lesson plans.  All of this to say, we weren’t too sure what to think 

about Matt Miller, author of of "Ditch that Textbook", when we ran across him on 

twitter.  However, we quickly found he was one of us: creative, collaborative, innovative 

and all about leverage the power of technology to enhance student learning.  We 

connected with Matt originally on #tlap and loved the conversation, so of course we 

had to ask him to host K12ArtChat and he said yes!   

Matt, thank you for hosting K12ArtChat for our terrific PLN. The chat was hopping 
and great resources were shared. (Here’s a copy to the transcript for those who 
missed it.)  We wanted the community to have a opportunity to connect with you 
further and appreciate you taking it step further and writing this post with us. 

We know from you twitter profile that you are: Teacher. #DitchBook Author. 
Textbook ditcher. Google Cert Innovator #GTAATX. Blogger. Speaker. Christ 
follower. Happy husband/dad of 3. Livin' the dream.  (We totally relate as educator 
parents of 3 too!) What else should we know about you? 

I hope that people realize that I don’t have all of the answers and that I’m learning 

alongside everyone else in this big education world. I felt “stuck on an island” in my 
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own classroom for so many years. I love figuratively rowing my rescue boat out to 

teachers’ islands and connecting them to resources that help them thrive. 

Now that we know more about you, we need to know a little more about your 
book.  Why, “Ditch that Textbook?” What’s the premise and why did you feel 
inspired to write it? 

I wrote “Ditch That Textbook” after digging myself out of a teaching rut, and I didn’t 

want others to be stuck in it, too. I didn’t realize that it was OK to try new things, to 

innovate, to implement crazy creative lessons whether I knew they’d succeed or not. I 

wanted to make sure that other teachers knew that they didn’t have to march chapter 

by chapter through the textbook like so many other teachers have. 

As you know our chat is an art chat but we really focus on creativity.  In fact we 
make an effort to invite all teachers, we want to encourage arts integration and 
tech integration.  What are you go to ideas for helping teachers break out of the 
box and be more creative in the classroom? 

I love to get inspiration from everything around me. I’ll be inspired by real-life things 

like entrepreneurs or crafty things I’ll see on social media. If it’s fun and catches my 

attention outside of school, there’s a good chance I’ll find a way to bring it into the 

classroom. 

One of the things that we noticed early on with your tweets is that you 
sketchnote!  Tell us a little of the backstory about your sketchnoting.  Are you self 
taught or did you have a great art teacher at some point?   

I’ve had wonderful art teachers as a student and have collaborated with great ones in 

the schools where I’ve taught. However, sketchnoting was a direct result of my 

interactions with educators on social media. I first saw Amy Burvall’s sketches and 

thought they looked like fun. Like so many new ideas I’ve found, it was just “Let’s give 

that a shot!”. It did take a lot of practice to improve. It’s a skill like anything else. I like 

to tell people that sketching is (to some extent) like shooting free throws in basketball. 

You can’t make them if you don’t practice! 
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To take is a step further tell us how you use sketchnoting in the classroom and how you 

share it’s effectiveness with teachers who might say, “but I can’t draw a stick figure.” 

There are two main areas where sketchnotes can benefit. One is for students to take 

visual notes of what they’re learning. It forces them to boil everything down to the 

most important ideas. Plus, it transfers their new ideas into images, which are more 

brain friendly. The second is for teachers to use visual thinking when teaching. Teachers 

sketchnote everyday -- on their whiteboards! Adding little sketches, charts or drawings 

to notes on the board can have huge benefits. Plus, something as simple as dividing 

your board into three segments for a three-part lesson helps students organize that 

new material in their brains. 

Time for a tech-y question, as a Google Certified Educator, what is your favorite 
Google Classroom tool and why? 

I LOVE Google Drawings. It’s so simple. It just uses text, shapes, lines and images. But 

there’s so much you can make with Drawings. Students can gather their ideas in 

graphic organizers. They can create infographics. They can create interactive digital 

posters. Talk about making learning visual … Google Drawings does it! 

Some of the teachers that follow K12ArtChat are very tech-y too, virtual reality has 
become a hot topic.  Have you used VR in your classroom and how?  And since you 
are a Google guy have your tried Tiltbrush?  We are dying to try it! 

I haven’t tried VR much myself aside from playing with some Google Cardboard apps. 

I’ve seen Tiltbrush too and am dying to get my hands on it! 

One of the last questions we like to ask is: what was your favorite question from 
the chat? Was there something that stood out or surprised you about the 
responses? 

The first question was fun for me: What was art instruction like for you when you were a 

kid? Did you love/hate it? This is something I don’t think we do enough of as teachers 

-- remember what life was like for us as students. Often, when we think of the most 
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memorable lessons we had as students, we aren’t creating enough of those 

experiences in our own classrooms. We can learn a lot from our own experiences! 

Matt, the chat was wonderful, as was this opportunity to ask you a few in-depth 
questions.  What parting words do you have for the K12ArtChat PLN? 

We are better together. Keep learning and sharing with each other! 

Thank you so much and we hope to continue to connect in the future! 

Wishing you creativity,  
Matt & Laura Grundler 
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Google Drive, Organization, Efficiency & You  
By Deirdre Moore |  May, 2017 

Let me start by revealing that I am a recovering Luddite.  At least that is how I 

described myself to a colleague in tech support as he gave me a tutoring session in 

Google Forms.  While Forms has been around for a long time, I'm just now finding all 

of its potential in changing how I teach.  While you may already be lightyears ahead of 

me on this, when it comes to technology, there's always someone out there who can 

use a beginning tutorial.  Now that I put that out on the table, I am excited about 

Google Drive and what it can do to help me be organized and make my life easier.  If 

you are a novice with technology like me, I hope this might pique your interest and end 

up making your life easier too. 

Spring Cleaning with Google Drive 

My district is making a switch over to Google Drive to store and share documents 

which I have learned works best with Google Chrome.  I guess there should be no 

surprise there.  Given the nature of my work, I take lots of pictures and videos of 

students and their work.  I do not have a school computer so I use my personal 

computer for both personal and professional purposes.  That means all those pictures 

and videos are taking up a great deal of space on my personal computer.  Enter 

Google drive.  I have recently spent a great deal of time getting those pictures and 

videos off my computer and into my Google Drive.  It feels so good - like spring 
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cleaning!  The beautiful thing is that you can create a file of pics or videos on your 

computer and just drag the file into Google Drive.  It may take a while for them to 

upload but it is super easy and that is what a novice like myself appreciates!  I did also 

copy them onto a flash drive to give myself another way to access the material. 

Surveys, Analysis and More 

Besides using Google drive to store and share files, you can also create on-line 

surveys.  I resisted this at first because I’m a recovering Luddite but also because I 

knew it would be time-consuming to learn and at that particular point, time felt like a 

commodity I didn’t have enough of to invest in this process.  However, I bit the bullet 

because I realized in the long-run it would save me time and probably provide me with 

more information in a shorter period than I could gather myself.  One beautiful element 

of an on-line survey is that you are not wasting reams of paper.  Another is that no one 

is going to lose an on-line survey.  And, generally speaking, people spend a great deal 

of time on their computers so you might be more likely to get responses and to get 

them more quickly.  But the most beautiful thing I found is that Google Forms provides 

you with immediate analysis of your survey creating lovely pie charts for every 

question.  I was told in my tutoring session that I can manipulate the data to answer 

specific questions I may have but I have not yet gotten all the responses to my last 

survey so I have yet to play with that particular feature.  Still, the immediacy and the 

accessibility of the analysis was impressive - and I didn’t have to do it! 

Google Drive Resources for Teachers 

As I said, I’m just beginning down this road, but there are so many other wonderful 
possibilities for using Google to help you get and stay organized as a teacher.  Here’s a 
list of some resources you may find useful: 

   
•  This list of 10 things teachers should know about Google Docs has screenshots 

and step-by-step directions.  Visually, this is really helpful! 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•  Some of the 22 things you didn’t know Google Drive could do is a little over my 
head, but for you advanced users out there – here’s your next step. 

•    
•  Want to learn how to create Pixel Art, Drop Down Menus, or Choose Your Own 

Adventure quizzes?  Try this article from Certified Google for Education 
Trainer Shawn Beard. 

•    
•  And if you REALLY want to dig deep into everything Google can do for you as a 

teacher, here’s a comprehensive Google site that has a list of videos, 

resources, and threads on all kinds of new tips and tricks. 
The end of the year can be such a busy time and you may feel like you don’t have the 

time to try something new.  However, being a resister myself, I can tell you that if you 

do decide to try it out, if Google Drive seems like a tool that might be useful to you, 

you won’t regret the time investment.  It will pay off in the end! 
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Makers Slam 
By Chris Sweeney |  May, 2017 

Hello everyone! 

I am so absolutely excited to begin my blogging journey here with EducationCloset 

and share all of the awesome things I have going on both in my teaching at Charter 

High School for Architecture and Design in Philadelphia, and my studio work with art, 

design, and maker technologies. I want to explain a little about myself, my teaching, 

and some awesome tools I use to create and make in my studios well as in my 

classroom. 

So... what is a Makers Slam? 

You might be familiar with the idea of a poetry slam - where poets face off in a 

competition performance of their own original compositions.  A Makers Slam is very 

similar.  Students create original works - often with the support of 3D technology (but 

not always) - and then showcase their work for others to view, critique and appreciate. 

 In upcoming issues, I'll be sharing tips for facilitating these kinds of events and the 

tools you'll need to make teaching through this medium a success. 

Some Helpful Maker Resources 
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If you’re just getting started with 3D Printing, Making or Design, or are looking to add 
some new lessons to your classroom, here’s a list of resources that are really fantastic. 

• Makey Makey Labz has a growing set of units, lessons and tutorials that make using 
these kits a breeze.  
   

• Ultimaker has several guides for using their tools as well.  Check out this blog post I 
wrote for them documenting the Penn Museum project I share below.  
   

• Discover FabLabs and how they can transform your classroom.  These are low-cost 
digital spaces where you can “make almost anything”, aimed at supporting 
project-based student-centered learning.  
   

• And don’t forget the comprehensive site MakerEd that highlights tools, resources, 
projects, and step-by-steps for bringing maker education to life.  
  

Next month, we’ll dive more deeply into specific projects you can do and how to 
design these lessons effectively.  But for now, try exploring the resources above so that 
you get comfortable with the medium. 

“To teach is to learn.” 

I have the distinct privilege of being a Design teacher at the  Charter High School for 

Architecture and Design. We are the only school in the nation whose primary foci is on 

architecture and design. I teach two very interesting and ground-breaking classes: one 

called Maker Technologies and the other called Interpretive Design. The prior is an 

introductory class focusing on new makers media that the students can begin to use in 

their design work at CHAD. The later is a senior class which is more intense and 

focuses on fine tuning the students to understand such emerging technologies as 3D 

printing, digital media, and other fabrication techniques and ideas.  Both courses are 

important in the Makers Slam culture and design. 

We are very lucky in that we work with the Penn Museum and are working on a 

capstone project that the seniors are engaged in this year.  As a sample of what's 

ahead, check out what we're currently working on as a part of this collaboration.  The 

students are creating 3D prints of artifacts from their permanent collection, and putting 
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Braille on them so that visually impaired and blind patrons can enjoy the art, as well as 

a sighted person. 

! ! !  

A Little About Me... 

As this is my introduction to many of you here, I wanted to share a bit about myself and 

what I'll be sharing in each new issue.  I have the distinct pleasure of being the 2016 

Pennsylvania Art Education Association Outstanding Secondary Art Educator of the 

Year and I am also an Ambassador for numerous maker technology companies who 

lessons, projects, and inspirational products I will be sharing on here.  Some of these 

include Ultimaker, Chibitronics, Makey Makey and the Morphi App.  Check out some of 

the projects we've done with these tools - I can't wait to share more about these with 

you! 

I have been teaching in the Philadelphia area since 1996, and have taught in many 

places, including University of Pennsylvania, University of the Arts, as well as many 

public, charter, and grant based workshops and schools in and around our area. 

I’ll be sharing my adventures in making, creating and teaching, and I can not wait to 

share brand new things with you every month. I hope that you be able use these 

tools in your classroom and enjoy the learning involved with them all. 

Want to keep in touch throughout the month?  Follow me here on my website to see 

how all of our projects are evolving! 
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Creative Movement and Dance: Body-Based 
Activities for the End of the Year! 
By Francine Jennings |  May, 2017 

As a professor of arts integration, I have the distinct honor of traveling around the 

country to provide instruction to some of the most talented and creative teachers 

imaginable!  Although I teach courses encompassing all arts modalities, my very 

favorite course is dedicated completely to the areas of creative movement and dance.  

Having taught this dynamic course for over 15 years, I have managed to craft numerous 

“body-based” activities specifically for teachers to incorporate into their classrooms -- 

activities relevant to practically every possible topic that a K-12 educator might 

encounter. So, what do my teachers request the most during the months of May and 

June? -- you guessed it! -- strategies for incorporating  creative movement and dance 

into the classroom at the end of the year. 

That being said, I’ve selected a description of four fun-filled movement-based activities 

that you may want to share with your students as you approach the end of the school 

year.  Not only will these activities enhance excitement about past achievements and 

accomplishments, they will also offer a positive and constructive vehicle for generous 

amounts of moving and shaking! 
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Victory Walks 
Anyone want to go for a walk?  Well, how about going on a very special walk called a 

victory walk? Walking is invigorating within itself, but when you add pride, 

accomplishment, joy, and the end of school to the equation, walking becomes a 

victorious occasion!  I did this activity numerous times with my middle school students 

after everyone had received “end of year” class awards and believe me, it’s a real 

winner! To get started, discuss the word victory with your students and have them to 

share their own experiences with victory.  Afterwards, lead them into reflecting upon 

how completing another school year is an example of victory.  While providing some of 

your own experiences, explain that people often walk the way they feel. Offer a few 

examples of your own reactions to victory by demonstrating your normal way of 

walking vs. your victorious way of walking.  Be sure to explain that no two victory walks 

look alike.  Afterwards, allow the students to explore their own victory walks. Before 

putting their walks on display, invite the students to select music, beats, sounds, or 

props that might accompany their walks.  When everyone’s ready, let the victory walks 

begin! (K-8)  

Lip Sync Celebrations 
Who doesn’t like to Lip Sync? Lip syncing is an incredible way for kids to use natural 

movement, creative movement, and dance to interpret their favorite songs.  After 

showing students some examples of people performing lip syncs, explain to them that 

the end of the school year signifies a time to celebrate the many things they have 

studied, learned, and achieved! Then, assign them to choose one of their favorite 

celebratory songs. Something like “Celebrate Good Times” by Kool and the Gang is 

an intergenerational celebration song and could be used as an example. Once they’ve 

selected their songs, ask students to practice how they want to interpret the songs to 

entertain their class members. Encourage them to use costumes and props, but first 

and foremost, emphasize that body language is one of the key ingredients in a great 

lip sync performance.  When the magical moment for performances arrives, encourage 

students to fill the air with laughter, cheers, and applause!  Why? Because it’s a 

CELEBRATION! (K-12)  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Embodied 5 Line Storytelling 
I’m sure you may have heard the song, It’s So Hard to Say Goodbye to Yesterday! Well, 

this song title encompasses the mixed emotions so many students feel as they 

approach the end of school year, so why not sweeten their good-byes a little with 5 line 

storytelling? For starters, ask students to imagine that they are famous dramatic 

storytellers who bring their stories to life through exaggerated gestures and 

movements. To give them some ideas, you may want to show them one or two You 

Tube clips of professional storytellers who focus heavily on body movements. Instruct 

students that they will be telling a 5 line story about something awesome that took 

place during the school year. Prompts such as “OMG, I couldn’t believe it when”, 

“Does anybody else remember when?”, or “I’m so glad I’ll never have to do this 

again” can be used as hooks to stimulate thinking. Remind the kids that the story 

should be only 5 lines long, that they must use their bodies to accompany their words, 

and finally to have fun!  After a bit of practice, it’ll be time to take it to the stage and let 

the stories begin! (K-12) 

Farewell Tableaux 
Tableau, the depiction of a motionless scene or story, is a great way for students to use 

their bodies to demonstrate their feelings about the end of the school year! It’s also an 

outstanding vehicle for students to share their plans for the summer! To begin this 

activity, show students examples of tableau variations, then give them time to create 

scenes in small groups. As students are working out details of their group’s tableaux, 

remind them to incorporate elements that will enhance their end products. Such 

elements might include the following: the use of low, medium, and high body levels to 

add variety, the incorporation of appropriate facial expressions to increase authenticity, 

and the infusion of different layers of focus (looking right, left, up, down, etc.) to bring 

about intensity and depth. To make their tableaux even more flavorful, you might allow 

one person in each group to incorporate a small, measured movement. For example, if 

you have a student who appears to be swinging a bat, the student might swing the bat 

forwards and backwards, very slowly within a 5 second time frame every 10-15 

seconds. After each 10-15 second movement, the student would return to a motionless 

position.  Once students have created and presented their group tableaux, invite the 

rest of the class to guess what the scenes depict and of course, you’ve got to take 

photos for keepsakes! (K-12) 
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I’ve been both humbled and excited at hearing my teachers’ reactions to the activities 

above and others like them. Some teachers have boasted that even some of their most 

reluctant students showed signs of enjoying the activities and actively participated. 

Others have reported that the activities helped students to appreciate the hard work 

their students did during the school year, but the comment I have heard most 

frequently was “My kids really loved being able to use their bodies!” 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The Rule of 18 - It's Something to Fret About 
By Mary Dagani |  May, 2017 

Have your ever sat down and watched a violinist play?  No, I mean REALLY watched 

them play?  You know, studied their fingers, hand position, and tried to make sense of 

it all?  It's simply amazing how their brain can send messages so quickly to those digits. 

 Watching musicians' hands move has always been a fascination of mine, and goodness 

knows I've spent a lot of time observing from my seat in the orchestra.  However, the 

one thing I never understood was how they knew where to place their fingers.  There is 

an old joke among orchestra wind players:  What do you get a bad string player for his/

her birthday? ... A set of frets!  That's right, they have no frets to know where to place 

their fingers.  What pretty awesome listening skills they must have to be a proficient 

player, right?  Okay, then why do guitars, ukuleles, and some electric basses have frets? 

 Is it because these instruments are easier to play and don't required more accurate 

listening skills?  I don't think so!  As my big brother would tell me (chuckling at his own 

wittiness) when I repeatedly inquired about this, "Stop fretting, Mary, it's all musical 

mathematics!" 

Why fret over it? 

The reason some instruments are fretted and some are not basically boils down to 

tradition.  The curved neck of the violin family instruments and the techniques (slides, 
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glissandos, double-stops) required of the player's dexterity lend themselves to a 

smooth fretless fingerboard. 

 

One the other hand, 

stringed instruments, such as 

guitars, have flat 

fingerboards and often more 

than 4 strings.  The frets 

serve as tactile markers to 

aide in accuracy when 

complex finger patterns are 

required to produce the 

proper combination of notes 

on the strings. 

Well then, what does all of this have to do with your classroom and how can you use it 

with your students?  Luthiers use a mathematical formula to calculate the placement of 

the frets that can easily be turned into an exciting classroom project or a STEAM lesson 

with your guitar/ukulele club! 

When the Rule of 18 really isn't 18! 

The Rule of 18, as it is called, is actually the Rule of 17.82.  However, for the sake of 

mathematical ease, many people round 17.82 to 18.  In terms of your students, I would 

suggest using the rounded number 18 for younger children, 17.8 for middle school, 

and 17.82 for older kids.  But you know your students best, so meet them where they 

will be most successful!  The process of calculating the position of the frets is very 

mathematical and precise.  If you are using 18 as your number to divide by, please note 

that there will be a very slight offset in the numbers, but not significant for our purpose. 

 Once your students understand the algorithm, they can create their own instruments 

that will play very well in tune. 
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All you need is math 

Before we put our math hat on, there are a few parts of the instrument you must know 

first in order to complete this project.  The bridge, nut, and fingerboard being the most 

important.  In order to make this more understandable, you can download a copy of 

the lesson plan here and a calculation table here.  A strip of adding machine tape 

works really well for recording your measurements.  You can then hold it up to the 

actual instrument to compare your work. 

Break out that calculator and let's get started! 

Process:  Measure the distance from the bridge to the nut of the instrument.  We will 

call this measurement the scale length (SL).  For this example, I am using a baritone 

ukulele (see photo) and measuring in metric (51.5cm). I will also be rounding out to the 

first decimal point in my calculations.  Now that you have the SL, let's take it from the 

top: 

Fret 1 (F1) = 51.5 (SL)/17.82 = 2.9cm 

Fret 2 (F2) = 51.5 (SL) - 2.9 (F1) / 17.82 = 2.7cm 

Fret 3 (F3) = 51.5 (SL) - [ 2.9(F1) + 2.7(F2) ] / 17.82 = 2.6 

*Please note that at this point we are now adding the total of 

the previous fret intervals (Running Total) and subtracting that 

total from the SL, before dividing.  Some of you might be 

thinking it would just be easier to remeasure the scale length 

to the last fret marking with each step, but doing so will 

actually throw off your calculations.  Always measure the new 

fret from the nut down! 

Fret 4 (F4) = 51.5 (SL) - [ 2.9(F1) + 2.7(F2) + 2.6(F3) ] / 17.82 

= 2.4cm 

Continue this process until you get to fret 12.  Fret 12 should 

be your half way point on the fingerboard.  Placing your finger on the 12th fret is the 
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location where the string will vibrate twice as fast, thus producing a sound that is an 

octave higher than the open string. 

 

Fret 12 (F12) = 51.5 (SL) - ( sum of F1 to F11) / 17.82 = 1.5cm 

You can check your work by calculating 51.5(SL) /2 = 25.75. 

 Checking this against my running total for F1 thru F12 = 25.74. 

 Not too shabby - only 0.01 off! 

There, you did it!  What a challenging way to learn about music 

and math all rolled up into one.  If you're up for it, you can create 

a strum board (photo) as a class project to test their knowledge. 
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Top 10 Tips for Attending an Arts Conference 
By Laura Wixon |  May, 2017 

In the past few years I have been fortunate enough to attend several arts integration 

and STEAM conferences. This year I found myself presenting at two of the three 

conferences I was attending, and have since deemed myself a professional conference 

attendee!   An entire article could be written on deciding what conferences to attend 

and the (tedious) process of applying for school support, but I will save that for another 

day and write under the assumption that you have already obtained permission from 

your school or county.  Here are some quick tips to help you stay focused and on your 

A-Game while attending a conference 

1. Stay as close to the conference as possible 

Conferences generally take place at hotels or convention centers and usually have 

blocks of rooms reserved in association with the conference.  Staying at these rooms 

usually gets you a slightly reduced hotel rate in addition to prime real estate close to 

the conference site.  I have tried to save money by staying at a slightly cheaper hotel 

on the outskirts of the city, or by staying with nearby family, but staying in the same 

hotel as your conference can’t be beat.   

2. Determine your schedule for each day of the conference in advance 

Some conferences even have apps for your phone with the ability to make electronic 

agenda selections.  Conferences generally have a myriad of presenters speaking at the 
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same time in different locations.  It would be beneficial for you to prioritize your entire 

schedule prior to rolling your luggage through the revolving front door.  If you are 

attending with a colleague or peer, consider splitting up to attend different talks or 

sessions and meeting up for dinner or drinks afterward to debrief and share notes. 

Additionally, consider giving yourself a lunch break, time to use the restroom, and the 

opportunity to grab an overpriced latte.  I have found that I am often so anxious racing 

to get to my next conference session, especially when sessions are spread out in a 

large building or set of buildings, that I will go the entire day without rest.  If you know 

of a lull in your schedule, you can make sure to take some time for yourself without 

missing an important discussion or lecture.  Once you have completed your schedule, 

make an electronic copy for your phone or a hard copy for your sketchbook.  It may 

also be helpful to print a map of the hotel or conference center and familiarize yourself 

with the basic layout.  No need to memorize room numbers, but it is good to at least 

know building names and geographical points of reference. Remain flexible but know 

you are armed with a plan! 

3. Set an out-of-office response on your school email account 

Let your peers, and the clamoring hordes of students and parents, know what days you 

will be gone and be sure to set an automated response on your email so that you 

aren’t distracted by things happening back at your school while you are trying to focus 

on the conference. 

4. Avoid the registration or check-in line 

You can often save money by registering for a conference via mail or the internet if you 

book your ticket a few months in advance.  Even after obtaining a ticket, though, it is 

best to check in as close to the start time as possible.  In my experience, I have found 

that lines often peak in the midmorning hours and after lunch on the first day of the 

conference as people arrive from out of state and take some time to become settled. 

5. Pack a day bag 

Even if you are staying in the same hotel as the conference it is likely you will be 

running from room to room all day with little or no time to take a break.  I advise having 
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a refillable water bottle, a sketch pad and pens, business cards (if you have them), your 

conference registration or name tag, a few (quiet) snacks, your phone or laptop 

charger, and an empty tote bag.  Some conferences offer samples of art supplies or 

curriculum and it is always useful to have an extra bag to stow your garnered art 

supplies or lesson plan samples. 

6. Before each session begins, ask the presenter if his or her presentation is 
available online, or if it can be emailed to you 

By doing this, you prevent yourself from taking notes from the PPT or SMARTnotebook 

for the duration of the presentation, and then finding out during the Q and A in the last 

ten minutes that the entire slideshow is available online.  If the presentation is not 

available online, consider sitting towards the front of the presentation room and taking 

pictures with your phone or iPad of each of the slides, then you are free to take notes 

on those slides electronically or in your sketchpad without feeling rushed.  I personally 

use Notability (an iOS app) that allows you to record audio, type, draw, and integrate 

photos from the camera. 

7. Explore the city 

If you are in a new location for the conference, make sure to check with a conference 

resource to see if you are eligible for reduced or free entry to local museums or 

attractions.  Often, conferences partner with local arts centers and museums to offer a 

discounted ticket!  I highly suggest taking time from your schedule or in the evening to 

visit local museums, art centers, and theaters.   

8. Follow up with presenters 

After presentations are over, ask for the speakers business card or write down their 

email.  They may not have time to answer all your questions right away but you can 

always email them once you are back in your hotel room for the evening with any 

additional comments or conversation. 
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9. Consider attending mixers or dinners in the evenings 

At every conference I have ever attended there have been specialized dinners or 

mixers in the evenings with groups that might be local or affiliated with your school or 

institution in some way.  These events might seem like a struggle after a long day, but 

they are so wonderful for connecting with like-minded individuals, networking, and 

forming a professional learning community. 

10. Share your new knowledge with your colleagues 

Once you return to your school or art institution after the conference, do your best to 

hold a professional development session or a less formal sharing session with your 

peers.  Use the notes you took to keep colleagues abreast of all current research in 

your field and any newfound teaching techniques you may have uncovered at the 

conference.  Do your best to share your experience with the people who you work 

with! 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Tunnel Books for Arts Integration 
By Lauren Hodson |  May, 2017 

Looking for an innovative way to introduce foreground, middleground, and 

background to your students? Want students to be able to create their own stages or 

settings for written plays? What about bringing Ancient Chinese Landscapes to life by 

creating a three-dimensional work of art? Sick of dioramas? Try Tunnel Books! You can 

check out my Tunnel Book Pinterest Board HERE. The possibilities for arts integration 

are endless. 

What are Tunnel Books? 

As I was wondering around internet, I stumbled upon these amazing works of art called 

Tunnel Books. I immediately began thinking of ways to utilize them in my art classroom 

and how they could be used for Arts Integration. Basic folding skills and a few planning 

tools were all we needed to begin the adventure as a class. 

So what are Tunnel Books? They are comprised of paper panels that are spaced in such 

a way that when a viewer stands in front of the artwork it looks like a complete 

landscape, scene, or setting. As the viewer moves around, however, they can look 

through, above, and below the work of art and see separate worlds within the same 

piece. They are surprising, innovative, and technically amazing. They are basic to make, 

but have a big impact when fully constructed. These Tunnel Books are perfect for Arts 

Integration and can fit into any curriculum seamlessly! 
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What We Made 

I had students think of stories that they had read and liked, lyrics to songs that they 

could relate to, or poems that they would like to illustrate. They were also given the 

option of producing a work of art from their imagination. The expression on the 

students’ faces when we finished constructing their masterpieces was so inspiring! They 

were so excited to see their two-dimensional works of art come to life! They loved that 

their artwork could be looked at and looked through. 

"  

"  
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Arts Integration Connections 

The basic format for the tunnel book can be applied to any content area! This is one of 

the reasons why I love them so much! The materials, processes, techniques, and 

subject matter can be interchanged to fit any need in any classroom which makes them 

perfect for Arts Integration. The other thing that I like about them is that they can be 

simplified for younger students or made extremely intricate for older students. 

Visual Arts 

 • Foreground, Middleground, Background: Take these concepts and apply them 

directly to something students can see and build. We made our tunnel books 

using four panels: Foreground in the front, then middleground, background, and 

finally back cover. Each point of interest or focus had to either be positioned on 

a different side from another panel or be higher on the page than the one 

before it. 

 • Perspective: When creating paths, or roads, perspective had to be utilized for 

the layers to match. 
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 • Space and Proportion: Subjects in the foreground were to be larger than 

subjects in the background or on the back cover. 

 • Measuring and Using Artistic Tools: During this lesson, we used rulers, scissors, 

glue, folding tools, and I helped with an X-acto knife when things became tricky. 

 
ELA Ideas 

 • Student written stories, or interpreting text visually 

 • Story Mash-ups: Alice in Wonderland and Matilda 

 • Illustrations of Poems or Song Lyrics 

 • Written Play and Puppets. Film the plays for an added technology layer to the 

lesson. 

Science and Social Studies 

These are perfect for classroom presentations where posters are overused. Students 

can create their own shadowboxes of sorts to depict ideas in Science and Social 

Studies. 

Science 

 • Body Systems 

 • Solar Systems 

 • Molecular Structures 

 • Cells 

Social Studies 

 • Ancient Civilizations 

 • Maps 

 • Historical Biographies 

Problem Solving 
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Thinking Backwards is key for this lesson. We began with a complete sketched picture. 

What do you want the entire piece to look like when the viewer is looking straight 

ahead? Then we separated it into four layers. While constructing the final product, 

students had to assemble their individual works of art to create an entire three-

dimensional world. 

Tunnel Book Construction Links 

 • From Instructables HERE 

 • Tunnel Books: An Easy Step By Step from the Topeka & Shawnee County Public 

Library HERE 

 • How to Make a Tunnel Book By Snapguide HERE 

 • How to Make a Tunnel Book By The Artist Women HERE 

Tunnel Books have become a wonderful teaching tool for me! They're inspiring and so 

versatile! Think about giving them a try in your classroom. 
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Building a Professional Learning Network (PLN) 
on Twitter 
By Amy Traggianese |  May, 2017 

All right, I admit it. I am a Twitterholic. As I check my Twitter feed these days, I’ve been 

thinking and reflecting: How did I get to this point in my professional growth using 

Twitter for PD? How could I learn so much online? 

Fall 2011 

I attended a Twitter for PD session at an educational technology conference. The 

presenter spent most of the time telling us about how she had her students tweet in 

class on iPod touches. I didn’t get it. The next day I created a Twitter account and sent 

my first tweet to a friend. I played around with it a bit but did not understand how this 

was going to work for me. I followed my 21 year old son, a few museums and a few 

friends. Twitter was not very exciting at this point. 

Then in 2012... 

I had a discussion with my son. “So what is with this Twitter thing? I still don’t get it!” 

He told me I could get local and world news more quickly on Twitter. Hmmm. I 

followed some local news stations. I used Twitter for news updates successfully through 

a few severe storms which produced power outages we endured for up to a week! 

“Ok,” I thought, “maybe Twitter can be useful.” 

Winter 2013 came and went. 
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I did not use Twitter at all as I still thought of it as a poor use of my time. 

Spring 2013 bloomed! 

I was lucky enough to be one of fourteen teachers in my school to be given an iPad. 

And I remembered something from that 2011 Twitter for PD session. Didn’t that 

presenter say that I could learn from others with Twitter? It was time to go online and 

figure out how to do it. Having my own iPad also prompted me to start using the 

shared student iPad cart. My students used Wixie, an online, cloud based program to 

draw and save their drawings. We had to use this program because there was no other 

way to get student work off of the shared iPads. We were sharing devices that were not 

meant to be shared, and email was disabled. I needed to research ways to remove 

student work easily. Why have students create something if they can’t get it off of the 

device? 

Summer 2013 got STEAMy 

I looked for educational technology experts online and followed them on Twitter. I 

learned that effective technology integration is achieved when it supports curricular 

goals. I discovered how to create innovative lessons, increase student engagement, 

and mirror my iPad for demonstrations. This research was like taking a technology 

integration class, for free, at my own pace. 

Fall 2013 - today 

After discovering how much I could learn with Twitter, I knew I needed to find more 

people to follow. I looked at the educators I was following. Who were they following 

and interacting with? Which hashtags (#) were they using? I discovered the hashtags 

that I needed to find other educators with my interests: 

educational technology #edtech 
a great arts education chat #K12artchat  

arts education #artsed  
arts integration #artsint 
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The key to Twitter is finding the right hashtags to use and follow. Search “educational 

hashtags” online to find the ones that interest you. Then go to www.twitter.com/search, 

put them in the search box and see what comes up! You don’t even have to join Twitter 

to do this search. Access ideas connected to your professional interests and take 

ownership of your own learning. Experience differentiation as a learner. 

Want to join in? Follow me at @atragg. Let’s have discussions, learn together and 

challenge our thinking. 

!  
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How to End the Year on a High Note 
By Dyan Branstetter  |  May, 2017 

As school winds down and we end the year, it can bring out many emotions in students 

and teachers. Many of us are excited for the freedom and relaxation that summer can 

bring. There are also many students who, due to an unstable home life, lose their 

routine, structure, and the consistency of a reliable adult once the school year ends. 

There are a few ways that we can help students, both the overly excited and reluctant, 

to transition into the summer months. 

Help Students Leave a Legacy 

Whether you have a class moving up to another building or just to the next grade, a 

great culminating event is to plan a legacy project. This could be large scale or small, 

but it is something that will stay in the building long after those students move on. As 

students enter their next stage of life, they will remember that they are always part of 

your class (or school) family. 

Large-scale legacy projects such as collaborative artwork and gardens are wonderful, 

but they aren’t something you can pull off on a whim. This would be something to think 

over the summer so that you can plan it throughout the school year. If you’re looking 

for a smaller legacy project to do at the end of the school year, some can take place 

without much planning or preparation, especially now that students are at the peak of 
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their grade level. These could be completed collaboratively as a class or in small 

groups. 

Small Scale Legacy Projects: 

 • Use Adobe Spark Video to create a preview of your classroom for next year. 
 ◦ Have students generate a list of procedures, tips, and special events to 

be included. Have students form small groups according to interest in the 

items to be included. Then, each group can draft and record a short 

video clip about their topic. Not only will this year’s class love the fact that 

next year’s class will see it, but next year, your incoming students will be 

more engaged and comfortable while learning about their new 

classroom. Students can import music that enhances their video, or 

include a song that was meaningful to the class. 

 • Small scale collaborative art 
 ◦ Last year, our graduating 4th graders repurposed the empty watercolor 

paint ovals. Each student designed one and added his or her picture to 

another one, and then students put them together in a mural above our 

art room door. 

 • Create an ABC book about the classroom: 
 ◦ ABC books are not just for primary grades! As a class, post a huge 

alphabet board for students to brainstorm everything related to the 

school year, acrostic poem-style. Assign each student a letter, and that 

student is responsible for creating a page of the ABC book. (OR do less 

than 26 pages, and call it “Tips for Grade ____...From Someone Who’s 

Been There”.) This could be done with technology with the app Book 

Creator, or with paper and your choice of art supplies. Scour your library 

for the many examples and formats of ABC books to use as mentor texts. 

My favorite was written by Kristin Joy Pratt when she was only 13 years 

old: A Swim Through the Sea. 

 ▪ Find resources for planning an ABC book here. Make sure to scroll 
to the bottom of the website for free printable templates and 

graphic organizers. 
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Reflecting on Growth and Learning 

This time of year is also perfect for reflecting on the learning and growth that took 

place throughout the school year. Teach students the difference between reflecting on 

growth and reflecting on grades. Without that mini-lesson (and a few more to really let 

it sink in) students will just look at grades, presenting how they once had a 77%, and 

now they have a 92%. For our reflections, I have banned comments and reflections on 

any scores. I’ve tried to train students to find growth in their actual work. At first, they 

notice neatness, handwriting, and spelling. As they have more practice, they begin to 

notice their thought process or new skills and concepts that they now know and didn’t 

prior. This reflection is the ultimate proof of that growth and mastery. 

If you’ve been saving student work throughout the year (or even just from the quarter), 

pass all of it back to the students. I started using the app Seesaw this year, and it is 

perfect for this type of reflection no matter what grade level you teach. (Yes, even 

kindergarten, and yes, even high school!) Students can snap a picture or make a video 

of their work from the beginning of the year compared to their work now, and point out 

the growth they notice. In Seesaw, this can be done with a voice or text caption. It can 

also be shared with their parents or via printed QR code. Find out more about Seesaw 

here. While it doesn’t have the same format, this type of reflection can also be done in 

presentation programs like Buncee or Google Slides.   

Here's a helpful handout to remind students how to caption their work:  
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Don’t Fight What’s Pulling Them 

Yes, it is difficult to engage students as the weather gets nicer. We as teachers are 

exhausted from the pressures and demands of the school year, and we are ready for a 

break! This can cause even the most seasoned teacher to assign some busy work to 

either fill time or to keep students, well, busy. This will almost always backfire. Busy 

work may be a temporary fix, but will only disengage students. Students finish and 

need more, plus there’s no buy-in because they know it is just filler. In addition, it takes 

the teacher time to actually find and prepare the busy work. Why not spend that time 

in a more productive, best-practice effort that gives you more than just engagement -- 

it gives your students fulfillment, which nearly eliminates your behavior problems. 

The trick to avoiding aggravating busy work: Plan ahead. Create or find an authentic, 

arts-integrated, project-based unit that encompasses everything students have learned 

throughout the year, or use one of the ideas mentioned above. With these types of 

projects, most of the heavy preparation and planning occur prior to the introduction of 

the project. Each day during the project, the teacher’s role is the facilitator while the 

students take the lead. This frees you to spend precious moments of planning time 

completing end-of-year tasks. It’s not that it takes less time, but you can structure your 

planning differently. And for the nice the weather that’s resulting in drifting focus? 

Simply add an outside component that requires being outside as part of the project. 

Need a unit? Find our student-ready Arts Integrated and STEAM units here. 

Make the most of these last few weeks. Your students are at the most independent and 

knowledgeable point of their year. Take advantage of that and end on a high note. It 

will leave you AND your students happier, more fulfilled, and it will make time fly. 
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Defining Engagement through STEAM: Choice 
By Typhani Harris  |  May, 2017 

Continuing our Defining Engagement through STEAM series, based on the research 

of John Antonetti and Phillip Schlechty, takes us to the next way we can articulate and 

define our student engagement.  Our sessions explain definitions, share strategies, 

provide templates and rubrics to self assess, and/or offer downloadable resources to 

ultimately define engagement in an actionable way.  Check out the introduction to this 

series here. 

Let's recap, we have defined engagement through STEAM by assessing the use of 

Personal Response in Session 1 ,  introduced Variety and Novelty to help bring arts into 

school in Session 2.  Then we visualized the Emotional and Intellectual Safety needed 

in order for our students to truly engage in the classroom in Session 3 .  Session 4 

uncovered how the Sense of Audience provides greater engagement especially in 

STEAM and Arts Integration and Session 5 revealed how Clear and Modeled 

Expectations improve assessments.  Our most recent Session 6 shared how we can 

bring collaborative learning experiences into the classroom and highlighted class 

discussions. 
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Session 7: Student Choice 

Antonetti suggests tiered assignments, self-selected reading material, different 

products, selecting tasks from a list, meaningful options, and personal decision making 

as options for providing student choice within the classroom.  Of his list, I am going to 

focus on creating different products through student generated projects. 

Student generated projects are my absolute favorite (I know, I have a lot of favorites, 

but I love teaching, what can I say). Once you have presented content allow students to 

choose their own adventure.  Have students design their own assignments/projects 

that would demonstrate their knowledge of the content.   Include the process of 

designing the rubric, ask them how they want you to evaluate their assignment/project 

and then follow their lead.  This will give them a greater sense of ownership of their 

learning and a democratic way for them to share their knowledge. 

As the teacher, you still have the last word.  If you feel their project is not an adequate 

demonstration of knowledge help students to develop the project so it fits your 

expectations. Just a little advice, roll this one out slowly. The first time you offer student 

choice, YOU provide the different ways of demonstrating the knowledge and let them 

choose. The next time, work as a whole class to develop one project (rubric and all). 

Then try it in groups and allow each group to create their adventure...then…finally…let 

them go. This might not happen until the very end of the year, but look how much 

progress they made! 

Whew… the data Gods are gonna love you! 

It can be very scary to relinquish control to the students, but placing them in charge of 

their classrooms will build ownership in learning and responsibility for knowledge.  It 

will also relieve much of the teacher stress and it frees us to facilitate and monitor, and 

places the responsibility of learning into the hands of the students. 

Student Generated Projects: a Modified approach to Project Based Learning 

There is a way for us to attract student interest and build culminating projects, while 

still addressing the standards, following our pacing guides, and preparing for 

ArtsEd Lab Magazine - May 2017 "51 EducationCloset.com

http://educationcloset.com


upcoming assessments through student generated projects.  The first time you 

introduce this approach make it a whole class process.  As students get familiar with 

the process they can complete it in small groups, pairs, and even individually. 

Brainstorm 

Begin with the standards, or set of standards, you would like students to master with 

their project.  Then solicit ideas, posing the question “how can you demonstrate this 

standard(s)?”  List all of the possible student-generated ways mastery can be 

demonstrated.  Then, take a vote.  Have students vote on the project they feel most 

connected to and inspired by.  Keep in mind, as the facilitator of this student-

generated project you must help students to see the process and the product, so 

continuously ask probing questions to flush out the main ideas behind the project. 

Evaluation Tool 

Once the class has settled on a final product for the project, have the students help to 

design the evaluation tool.  How will this product be graded?  What would an 

exemplary product look like?  Then build the rubric.  You could do this in a whole class 

setting, or determine the sections as a whole class and then jigsaw the rubric into 

groups to build the language for each section.  Regardless of which approach you use, 

be sure to discuss how a rubric is designed and offer samples.  Revise the rubric until 

the class agrees that the evaluation tool is valid and credible. 

Timeline 

Now that students have generated the project and solidified the rubric, build the 

timeline.  Similar to backwards planning, have students help to determine the 

milestones of the project and the time needed to complete each milestone.  As the 

class helps to build the projected time, keep in mind the skills, strategies, techniques, 

and lessons that must be taught along the way so that you can embed adequate time 

for instruction. 

Additional Standards 
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With the bulk of the project planning complete, as a class take a look at other 

standards that may be addressed with this project.  Inevitably there are some smaller 

foundational standards that will be met in order to progress through the milestones.  

These standards may be connected to the mini-lessons you teach along the way as 

represented in the timeline section above.  Add these standards to the student-

generated milestones and the rubric. 

Ready-Set-Go! 

Ideally, since the students generated this project and had a say in everything from the 

product outcome, to the grading process, to the time commitment, they should have a 

larger investment then if the teacher generated the project alone.  Help them to 

determine group size, and presentation methods.  Then stand back and facilitate. 

Get a copy of my Project Building and Rubric Creating Handouts here!  

Next Month 

Next month we are closing out our Defining Engagement through STEAM series with a 

look at Authenticity as a means of engagement and a full recap of the entire series.  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Creative Mindfulness: Using Visual Art to 
Cultivate Zen in the Classroom 
By Brianne Gidcumb  |  May, 2017 

What is mindfulness? Mindfulness is the practice of bringing one’s attention to the 

present moment- our thoughts, feelings, bodily sensations, and surroundings. When 

you are mindful, you observe your thoughts and feelings without judgement. When we 

are mindful, we live in the moment, we are awakened to new experiences, and we 

learn acceptance. We learn to let go of the failures of the past and the worries of the 

future, creating space for the present moment. 

Mindfulness is not necessarily about the absence of thought, nor is it about brushing 

aside negative emotions, thoughts, or sensations. Instead, it is about drawing 

awareness to what’s going on internally and acting intentionally and thoughtfully in 

response to those stimuli. Cultivating mindfulness practices in the classroom can 

positively impact our students in a number of ways. Mindfulness can help students 

react more constructively to stress. It can help improve social interactions between 

students. It can help our students practice compassion for themselves and others, deal 

with “failures,” and develop growth mindset. 

Using art to practice mindfulness 

Art and creative practices can be naturally and instinctively mindful. Drawing, painting, 

and other artistic media have the power to draw us into the present moment, to bring 
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our focus to the relationship between the pen/brush and the surface, to search for ways 

to convey visually what’s in our minds. Creating a work of visual art requires us to turn 

inward, contemplate, reflect, and plan before expressing that work in the external 

world. 

It’s possible to simply create practices for mindfulness in our everyday artistic practices, 

without even introducing or assigning new activities. Whether you are bringing 

mindfulness into the art classroom or bringing art into the classroom for the purpose of 

creating a culture of mindfulness, begin with some simple awareness exercises with 

whatever artistic tools are in use.  

Creative Mindfulness in the Classroom 

How do you know where to start?  Try these 3 tips for bringing more creative 

mindfulness into any project, lesson or unit. 

• Encourage students to focus on the feeling of the pencil/brush/materials in our 

hands. Is the grip loose or tight? Where does the tool rest in your hand? Can you 

bring some relaxation into the grip while still keeping control of the tool? 

• Urge students to notice the sensation of paint on a canvas, chalk on a piece of 

paper. How does it feel to connect paint to a surface? Chalk? Pencil? Crayon? What 

does the surface feel like? Canvas? Paper? Mixed media? Does your hand brush the 

surface as you work? 

• How does the rest of your body react while you work? Do your shoulders tense up? 

Do you clench your jaw? Do you furrow your brow? Do you hold your breath? If you 

find this kind of tension creeping in, how can you begin to relax it? 

When we begin to bring awareness to our everyday activities, we can practice 

connecting with what’s going on internally and make slow, subtle shifts in how we react 

to our own internal stimuli. Visual art is such a natural place to practice this- in work that 

is creative, expressive, individual, and allows for reflection. Try introducing some simple 

mindfulness questions or challenges to your students this month, and tune in next 

month for specific visual arts strategies and activities for cultivating mindfulness! 
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Resources 

The Zen Teacher: Creating Focus, Simplicity, and Tranquility in the Classroom (by Dan 

Tricarico) 

Mindfulness & the Art of Drawing: A Creative Path to Awareness (by Wendy Ann 

Greenhalgh) 

Stop Look Breathe Create (by Wendy Ann Greenhalgh, to be released on July 3, 2017) 

Paint Yourself Calm: Colourful, Creative Mindfulness Through Watercolour (by Jean 

Haines) 

http://www.nursingschools.net/blog/2011/01/100-excellent-art-therapy-exercises-for-

your-mind-body-and-soul/ 

Check out Team Grundler’s 2016 article, Back to Zen with Dan Tricarico, for tips on 

becoming a zen teacher. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Zen-Teacher-Simplicity-Tranquility-Classroom/dp/0986155462
https://www.amazon.com/Mindfulness-Art-Drawing-Creative-Awareness/dp/1782402837
https://www.amazon.com/Stop-Breathe-Create-Wendy-Greenhalgh/dp/1781573980/ref=pd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1781573980&pd_rd_r=Z020XY2AYBG0A18GQ5D4&pd_rd_w=OS5Re&pd_rd_wg=VN4ar&psc=1&refRID=Z020XY2AYBG0A18GQ5D4
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http://www.nursingschools.net/blog/2011/01/100-excellent-art-therapy-exercises-for-your-mind-body-and-soul/
http://www.nursingschools.net/blog/2011/01/100-excellent-art-therapy-exercises-for-your-mind-body-and-soul/
https://educationcloset.com/2016/09/01/back-school-zen-dan-tricarico/


GRADE CONTENT AREAS

CONSTELLATION 
DANCE

FOCUS

+

E S S E N T I A L  Q U E S T I O N :

A S S E S S M E N T

M A T E R I A L S

T E A C H E R  N O T E S

F I N D  M O R E  L E S S O N S  A T  E D U C A T I O N C L O S E T. C O M

3-5 STEAM SCIENCE

DANCE

ENGAGEMENT

TRANSITION

ACTIVITY

Students view images of constellations in the sky at night, 
trace the connections between the stars and describe what 
shapes, characters or stories come to mind. 

Read the book “Glow in the Dark Constellations”. Read the 
introduction as a whole group and then split the class into 
5-6 small groups. Assign each group a constellation found 
within the book. After reading, have all groups share out to 
the whole class.

1. View the constellations from the book again, in a 
selected season (i.e.: The Big Dipper in the summer 
sky) and ask students to describe what shapes or 
patterns they see in this depiction of the constellation. 
Then, view the same constellation in a different 
season’s sky. Identify similarities and differences to the 
constellation image from earlier. 

2. Ask students to think about the phrases or words they 
would associate with the images of each constellation 
for each season. i.e: the cup looks like it’s pouring in 
summer; the cup is dipping in the winter. 

3. Using the Movement Vocabulary strategy, create a 
table chart with the columns “season”, “constellation”, 
“description”, and “dance element” and fill in with each 
of the answers. For instance, an example might be 
“Winter”, “The Big Dipper”, “Dipping”, “Curved Shape” 

4. Then, tell students that you will be playing a piece of 
music and they will move around the room. When the 
music stops, you will call out a constellation and its 
season and they will need to show what the descriptor 
looks like with their bodies in a frozen position using 
the dance element. 

CHECKLIST
Can students: 

• Recognize a series of constellations 
• Recognize and use different dance elements to 

create a shape 
• Identify the constellation in different positions 
• Identify their spot for movement in choreography

Dance elements poster 
Chart paper and markers or digital 
writing tools and projection 
Glow in the Dark Constellations book 
MP3/CD Player 
Aurora Borealis Concerto Movement 3 
Open space for movement

NGSS.5-ESS1-2. 
Represent data in graphical 
displays to reveal patterns 
of daily changes in length 
and direction of shadows, 
day and night,and the 
seasonal appearance of 
some stars in the night sky.

Dance: Artistic Process: 
Performing 

Anchor Standard: 
Analyze, interpret and 
select artistic work for 
presentation.

S T A N D A R D S

How are constellations represented?
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GRADE CONTENT AREAS

PROPORTIONATE 
PEOPLE

FOCUS

+

E S S E N T I A L  Q U E S T I O N :

A S S E S S M E N T

M A T E R I A L S

T E A C H E R  N O T E S

F I N D  M O R E  L E S S O N S  A T  E D U C A T I O N C L O S E T. C O M

6-8 STEAM MATH

VISUAL ART

ENGAGEMENT

TRANSITION

ACTIVITY

View image of famous landmarks (The Eiffel Tower, Taj 
Mahal, etc). Ask: how large or small are these landmarks?  
Then, show the same landmark with a person beside it. Are 
these people proportionate in the image to the landmark? 

Provide the height measurements of each landmark and 
the height measurements for an average male, female and 
child. Ask students to represent the proportional 
relationship of the landmark to a man, woman and child by 
an equation.

1. Provide each student with an image of one of the 
landmarks and a piece of grid paper. Ask students to 
represent the proportional relationship they calculated 
in the engagement by measure the landmarks based 
on the amount of blocks on the grid it consumes and 
then shading in these blocks. 

2. Using a different color, shade in the amount of blocks 
that an average male, female and child would consume 
on the grid based on their earlier equation. 

3. Discus how you can change the proportional 
relationship between objects based on how the image 
was captured.  How does this change in proportional 
relationship effect reality. 

4. Overlay the original landmark image with a piece of 
grid paper and using the Stiplling technique, transfer 
the landmark onto the grid paper.  Do this same 
process with a piece of a man, woman or child. 

5. Have students create a stipple composite image that 
combines the landmark and either the man, woman or 
child into a skewed proportional relationship 
compared to the original. Once complete, students can 
calculate the new proportional relationship between 
the individual and the landmark.

RUBRIC
Assess students based on this criteria: 

• Accuracy of proportionate relationship equations 
• An artist sentence reflects an understanding of 

the effect of proportion on viewer perception 
• Students use the equations and artist statement 

to manipulate their skills to create a new piece.

Pencils, Markers, Colored Pencils 
Grid paper 
Tape 
Photos of historic landmarks from around 
the world 
Images of men, women and children

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.
7.RP.A.2 
Recognize and represent 
proportional relationships 
between quantities.

Visual Art: Artistic 
Process: Responding 

Anchor Standard: 
Perceive and analyze 
artistic work.

S T A N D A R D S

How can you use proportion to manipulate perception?
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APP DESCRIPTION ES MS HS

Amaziograph - How can you pack so much STEAM into one little app?  Explore tessellations and symmetry by creating 
kaleidoscopes and mirrors using the graph and art brushes in the app.

Heads Up! - This is a hugely popular game of digital flashcards and charades all rolled into one. Create your own category, 
so you can upload your own facts and lesson details.

Shadow Puppet - Easily create videos in the classroom with this free app by SeeSaw. Students as young as five can make 
videos to tell stories, explain ideas, or document their learning.

Adobe Capture - The app lets users take a photo of something and then trace the outline. A student can then erase parts, 
color it in, or enhance areas, all based on the initial sketch provided by the photo. 

Bloxels - Gaming is definitely "in" and this app makes it super easy for students to design their own.  Students can use 
design-thinking to create their own characters, layouts and stories and then transform them into their own unique game. 

Remind - This app will help you keep parents (or even students) up-to-date on what's happening in your classroom.  You 
can use this to send quick, simple messages to any device for free!

SoundPrism - This app lets your students build musical loops graphically.  It's a great tool for instantly integrating math, 
music and visual art and can be as complex or simple as you make it!

Visual Poetry - Who doesn't love when poetry meets art?  This app makes it easy for you and your students to create both 
in a single spot.

Assembly - They call this an app that makes "graphic design for everyone".  I have to say, it's super easy to use and has so 
many applications that could connect arts and other content areas.  I'm having a lot of fun playing with this app this week! 

MadPad - Make music out of anything! Turn everyday items and sounds into percussion instruments.  It's like Blue Man 
group in an app.

DIY App - Creative Community for Kids - Do you ever have early finishers?  If so, this app is a great way to keep them 
thinking and learning new skills.  Specifically geared for students, it's a safe online community where kids can learn almost 
any creative skill or project they are interested in. 

Color Vacuum - This unique, interactive and educational app by Curious Hat encourages children to explore, experience 
and experiment with the world of color in their immediate environment.

Artisto - This is kind of like the Prisma app, but for videos.  You can upload any video and change it into a work of art so 
that it's an action-packed moving artwork.  Lots of different ways to experiment with video production, story telling and art 
using this free app.

Classroom Ideas to Go! - There are over 1200 ideas for any grade, content area (yes - the arts are included) and category 
in this app.  Literally spin the wheel of each section and find an idea you can steal for your classroom the very next day.

Blenduko - Talk about addicting! This app is like Tetrus for colors.  Students love it and it's a fantastic way to discover the 
science behind color theory.

Dragon Dictation - As part of our Special Populations and the Arts series, we found this free dictation app for students that 
can be used in a variety of ways.  Have students dictate their work, share artists' statements, record voice-overs for movie 
projects and so much more

Lark, by Storybird - This cool free app allows you to create poetry based on works of art that you either find or upload.  
You can even share it as a message with the messenger app on your phone.

Brainsparker - Sometimes, getting out of a creative rut is just about asking the right questions.  This free app provides over 
200 creative prompts to help you and your students think about problems and creative opportunities in a new way.

Roy G Biv - Turn your colors into sound! The app reacts to light and colors in the environment of the image and translates 
them in an aesthetic way in tones, sounds, and geometrical patterns.

IDEO Method Card - Want to use legendary IDEO methods right from your phone?  Now you can. Use it as a way to 
promote critical and creative thinking routines at any point in your lessons.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/amaziograph/id586076398?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/heads-up!/id623592465?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/shadow-puppet-edu/id888504640?mt=8
http://www.adobe.com/products/capture.html
http://www.bloxelsbuilder.com/download/
https://www.remind.com/
http://www.soundprism.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/visual-poetry-word-collage/id364299857?mt=8
http://assemblyapp.co/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/madpad-remix-your-life/id456072329?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/diy-app-creative-community/id519308960?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/color-vacuum/id520284219?mt=8
https://artisto.my.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/classroom-ideas-to-go!/id509508577?mt=8
http://www.blendoku.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764?mt=8
https://storybird.com/lark/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id694087970?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.julian.roygbiv2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ideo-method-cards/id340233007?mt=8


TOP 20 
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 SUMMER OF CREATIVITY 
TEACHER READING LIST

Meaningful 
Making  
This book from 
Invent to Learn 
author Sylvia 
Martinez helps to 

move us from a 
Maker Movement to using 
making as a fully-embodied 
learning experience. 

Happy Teacher 
Habits  
In The Happy 
Teacher Habits, 
Michael Linsin 
guides you through 

11 little-known habits of the 
happiest, most effective 
teachers on Earth.

Launch: Using 
Design Thinking to 
Boost Creativity 
and Bring Out the 
Maker in Every 
Student  

If there's one book that you need 
to read before heading back to 
school, it's this one.

What Teachers 
Make  
The incredible 
speech from Taylor 
Mali has now been 
turned into a full-

fledged book.  If you've ever 
had someone ask you "what do 
you make?" as a teacher, this 
book is for you.

Creative You  
What's great about 
this book is that it 
places creativity in 
the context of your 

personality type - a 
really different way to look at it.  
This changed so much for me 
about how I approach creative 
education with children. 

The First Days 
of School  
The 
information is 
concise, easy 

to implement 
and it just works. If you struggle 
with classroom management, or 
are moving grade levels, this is 
a great book to have!

Blended: Using 
Disruptive 
Innovation to 
Improve Schools  
If you're interested 
in flipping your 

classroom this book is a must-
read.  It provides a hands-on 
field guide for creating a 
blended learning environment. 

Six Thinking Hats  
Originally written 
for entrepreneurs, I 
found this book 
FULL of helpful 
ideas for guiding 

our students through 
the creative thinking routines 
and habits just by putting on 
these six thinking hats.

Presence: Bring 
Your Boldest Self 
to your Biggest 
Challenges 
We're all going to 

face challenges and 
anxiety.  This book shares how 
you can overcome those and 
step confidently into the 
spotlight.

UNThink: 
Rediscover your 
Creative Genius - 
This incredible book 
was written by the 
charismatic and 

passionate graffiti 
artist Erik Wahl. 

Carry On, Warrior 
In this book, 
Glennon Doyle 
Melton shares the 
power of truth, 
creativity, and 

leaving the false 
notion of perfection behind. 

The Power of 
Questioning  
Teaching and 
learning cannot 
happen without 
questions. Inquiry is 

the offspring of curiosity and 
creativity. Questions are 
incredibly powerful tools that 
open the world up. 

Hacking 
Education: 10 
Quick Fixes for 
Every School 
This quick read will 
get you excited 

about all of the ways you can 
climb over, go around and bust 
through those walls that are 
blocking your way at school. 

Weaving Creativity 
into Every Strand 
of Your Curriculum  
More and more, 
people are 
discovering the 

power of integrating 
creativity and the arts into their 
curricula.  

Digital Storytelling 
in the Classroom  
If you're looking for 
ways to integrate 
the new Media Arts 
standards into your 

curriculum, this is an 
outstanding resource to have 
available from author Jason 
Ohler. 

The ONE Thing  
This is such an 
intriguing read.  If 
you've ever been 
caught in the 
crosshairs of 

wanting both LESS (distractions, 
emails, stress) and MORE (time, 
productivity, satisfaction), this 
book is for you.

The ZEN Teacher 
This book from Dan 
Tricarico is a great 
way to get yourself 
and your students 
centered and more 

"plugged in" in the classroom.

Creative 
Development  
Author Robert Kelly 
explores how to 
bridge the gap 
between design 

thinking and design 
doing in this great read.

The Courage to 
Teach   
If you're looking for 
something that 
both honors and 
pushes you in your 

teaching practice, 
this should be on your book list!

Maker Lab  
This book from 
the Smithsonian 
has over 28 
projects to build, 
invent and create.
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SITE DESCRIPTION ES MS HS

Midnight Music - If you haven't checked out this site yet, you really need to take some time and explore.  Founder Katie 
Wardrobe shares so many resources, ideas and lessons for integrating music and technology on this site.

Kiddovate - Kiddovate is a great source for creative thinking prompts!  Be sure to download their free app, but then swing over 
to their blog where they have lots of ideas and activities that they post for free as well.

Genius Hour Innovation Class - If you'd like to implement a Genius Hour in your classroom this year, you've GOT to check out this 
site.  It's a free course/resource with everything you could possibly need to get started or to take your efforts to the next level.

The Creative Classroom -  We also showcased John Spencer's book Launch.  We're bringing you his website because it's just. 
that. good.  Be sure to check out his "Sketchy Videos" area.  Powerful learning comes in small video packages!

99U Video Library - Featuring experts like Brene Brown, Chris Anderson, and Clive Wilkinson and focus on everything from 
design, busting through blocks, and how to fail forward. Inspirational and educational.  Bonus: some of these could be a great 
video to show at the beginning-of-the-year PD days!

BoomWriter - Looking for a way for students to collaborate on story creation, ideas, and even projects?  This is a great free web-
based tool to explore.

LucidPress - Need to create newsletters, updates or syllabi for your classes and want them to look their best?  Try LucidPress - 
this is super easy to use and they offer a free educator upgrade. So you can use it for your classroom and your students can use it 
to design their next project.

Project Noah - Project Noah was created to provide people of all ages with a simple, easy-to-use way to share their experiences 
with wildlife. 

FlipQuiz - If you love to add some gaming to your classroom, or want to use game-style templates for review and assessment, 
this is a great free website to use.  You can use the pre-made boards they have or create your own.

MySimpleShow - If you are considering trying some more flipped classroom lessons (having students view the lesson prior to 
class so you can get hands-on right from the get-go), this is a great tool to consider.

ChromeExperiments - This is an arts integration and STEAM lovers dream.  The front page isn't all that exciting, but if you click 
on the "Themes" tab at the top, you can sort by design, music, fractals, 3D, Virtual Reality and more.

Agency by Design - This is a web resource for teachers interested in maker education. The group shares "the promises, practices, 
and pedagogies of maker-centered learning"  on their blog and practical ways to use thinking routines in the maker classroom.

TES Lessons from Blendspace - This website allows you to browse crowd-sourced lessons from other teachers in all kinds of 
content areas.  You can curate your own lesson/unit board with both your own lesson plans and lesson resources from others.

Soundation - This is a free online recording studio that you can use anywhere.  Students can collaborate on a piece of music and 
not even be in the same room.  Compose, record and produce in one spot.

SF MoMA Teacher Resources - This section of the San Francisco MoMA site for teachers is a goldmine!  There are articles you can 
select and read with students, video interviews, project ideas and an entire section dedicated to STEAM.

Presently Gifted - This site offers so many rich ideas and methods for engaging gifted and talented students.  And, most of the 
strategies can be adapted for use in arts classes as well. 

Academic Earth - This is an open educational resources site - meaning what you find here is free to use.  This is centered more for 
secondary classrooms, but the courses/playlists and journals are great professional resources.

Cult of Pedagogy - If you're looking for a great weekly read from the teacher's perspective, this blog is a must.  We especially 
loved the Pineapple Charts for PD idea that Jennifer Gonzales shared!

curious.com - This one is JUST for you. Learn about almost anything you want, personalized to your strengths, challenges and 
interests.

The MET's Culinary Art Tours - This site provides a fantastic idea for how you can weave together aquaponics, culinary arts, 
science and visual art.  Use it as inspiration for your own efforts!

http://midnightmusic.com.au/blog/
http://kiddovate.org/
https://www.smore.com/ht6gn
http://www.spencerauthor.com/
http://99u.com/videos
http://www.boomwriter.com/
https://www.lucidpress.com/pages/usecase/education
http://www.projectnoah.org/
http://flipquiz.me/
https://mysimpleshow.com/
https://www.chromeexperiments.com/
http://www.agencybydesign.org/blog/
https://www.tes.com/lessons
https://soundation.com/
https://www.sfmoma.org/educators/teacher-resources/
http://presentlygifted.weebly.com/gifted-education-methods.html
http://academicearth.org/playlists/
http://www.cultofpedagogy.com/
http://curious.com
http://www.infoodwetrust.nyc/#culinary-art-tours-at-the-met

