
Rhythmic Technologies is home to a small, but 
passionate team of technologists based in Dulles, 
Virginia, that focus on building and operating 
complex infrastructure in data centers and the Cloud. 
Rhythmic has a strong community outreach initiative 
to engage students in science and technology that 
gained immediate support from employees across the 
organization.
  
The Rhythmic team reached out to Algonkian 
Elementary School to help build engagement in 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM). 
After a successful pilot, the two partners agreed to 
launch a multi-week, iterative STEAM program at the 
school using littleBits Code Kits. 

Rhythmic and the Algonkian staff were familiar with 
littleBits and knew its Code Kit would be a great fit 
for the program they envisioned. The team sought to 
establish an afterschool Code Club that would engage 
students in hands-on, project-based learning, which 
directly aligned with the school’s goals. By working 
with littleBits NYC team, Algonkian Elementary 
School received a grant to bring Code Kits into the 
classrooom and at the afterschool program. Rhythmic 
volunteers quickly got to work to invite 4th grade 
students to join the Code Club, with the intent to add 
5th grade students in the future. 

THE SITUATION

BUILD COMMUNITY 
WITH CODE.

THE SOLUTION
Algonkian’s STEM team designs lessons Algonkian’s STEM team designs lessons 

to incorporate state computer science to incorporate state computer science 

standards, offers a makerspace, and hosts standards, offers a makerspace, and hosts 

an Invention Expo & STEM Night for the an Invention Expo & STEM Night for the 

community. The school currently uses a community. The school currently uses a 

wide variety of hands-on, engaging STEAM wide variety of hands-on, engaging STEAM 

products in the classroom and knew the products in the classroom and knew the 

littleBits Code Kits would be a perfect littleBits Code Kits would be a perfect 

addition.addition.

With limited time and resources, Rhythmic With limited time and resources, Rhythmic 

volunteers found the littleBits Code Kits volunteers found the littleBits Code Kits 

to be an ideal classroom or afterschool to be an ideal classroom or afterschool 

tool, with curricula and resources that are tool, with curricula and resources that are 

interactive and easy to use.interactive and easy to use.

  

“We’re thrilled with the integration of “We’re thrilled with the integration of 

Code Kits into our afterschool program,” Code Kits into our afterschool program,” 

Ashleigh Daniluk, Rhythmic.“ The team is Ashleigh Daniluk, Rhythmic.“ The team is 

leveraging the littleBits curriculum resources leveraging the littleBits curriculum resources 

which significantly reduced our planning which significantly reduced our planning 

time & made the coding experience fun and time & made the coding experience fun and 

engaging for the students.”engaging for the students.”



Students were overwhelmingly eager to explore and 
learn concepts that were unfamiliar to them. They 
were engaged, having fun, and excited to learn 
how technology found in everyday life really works. 
Beyond the student engagement, the Rhythmic team 
observed a noticeable impact in the community 
as well. The six-week code club is the talk of the 
community, which built interest in STEM/STEAM 
concepts well beyond the students in the program. 
Parents and families of children in the program are 
sharing their experiences and now there’s increased 
demand for STEM/STEAM initiatives.
   
The Algonkian team agrees that students in the Coding 
Club have gained a great conceptual understanding 
of Inputs and Outputs, Loops, Logic, Variables, and 
Functions. In a short time, the students gained a 
considerable understanding of Computer Science and 
the basics of coding. This project enabled the Rhythmic 
team to create a successful 6-week program that they 
can replicate and continue to expand to other schools 
in the future.
 
“We are a small team, eager to share our passion 
with the next generation and inspire kids through 
technology,” said Ashleigh Daniluk, Rhythmic. “We 
are always impressed with what a small group of 
committed people can do when they come together to 
make things happen.” 

CODE CLUB Rhythmic volunteers and 4th grade Algonkian Elementary 
School students celebrate their Code Club  experience with custom 
certificates and classroom fun.

THE RESULTS

“As professionals in the 
technology industry, 
we’re delighted to share 
our work and experience 
with students so that they 
might envision themselves 
pursuing a career in 
technology. 

It’s been such a rewarding 
experience to give back to 
our community, while also 
building relationships with 
colleagues at Rhythmic.”

- Ashleigh Daniluk, 
Rhythmic


