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a message from our ceo
Earthwatch is known for its immersive brand of research-based
citizen science, but above all, we’re in the people transformation
business. We have a wealth of stories about students who join
Earthwatch expeditions and discover that they want to become
scientists, teachers who learn new techniques for reaching their
students, and corporate employees who gain a passion for making
their companies more sustainable.
One of the most inspiring moments for me in 2017 occurred during the culmination event for the
alumni of one of our student fellowship programs. This was a group of high school students who
traveled to locations across the U.S.—from Arizona to Maine—to work with scientists on field
research expeditions, a remarkably different world for them. One young woman explained that
she lived in the middle of LA and had never seen a sunset before her Earthwatch expedition.
Before this experience, many of the students had no idea they could travel across the country,
experience nature, gain a passion for science, and fully contribute to important research. They
were brimming with self-confidence and enthusiasm. Nearly all of the students said they were
inspired to take additional courses in STEM subjects after volunteering with Earthwatch.

Thanks to your support, we’re contributing to
developing the environmental leaders of the future.
In 2017, your generous contributions enabled nearly 150 students and teachers to go into the
field, working alongside our scientists at field sites around the world. Our Girls in Science
program celebrated its second year, bringing together 10 students from Los Angeles and Boston
public schools to join Dr. Susan Ryan and her team of archaeologists in Colorado to study ancient
Pueblo communities. These fellows, along with roughly 2,500 other volunteers across all of our
expeditions, collected critical scientific research data, which are used to inform the development
of new environmental policies around the world. A great example of this was the development of
the world’s first ray sanctuary in Belize, thanks to years of data collected by Earthwatch volunteers.
Thank you for all that you do to support Earthwatch—not only by funding vital conservation
research, but by empowering the environmental leaders of our present AND our future.
With gratitude,

Scott Kania, CEO

your donations are a
powerful investment
that will pay dividends
for years to come.
Thanks to your help, students and teachers were given the unique opportunity to experience
science outside of the classroom, helping to inspire a passion for the environment. Promising
local young professionals gained the field experience they need to pursue careers in conservation.
Earthwatch volunteers of all ages and from all walks of life returned to their families, classrooms,
workplaces, and communities, educated and inspired to take further action for the planet.
Annual Fund contributions support a portion of every expedition, making it possible for more
than 3,000 volunteers, scientists, and local community members to join in the fight to protect
threatened ecosystems each year. Together, your generous gifts make it possible to hold the
line against serious environmental threats in nearly 50 at-risk habitats around the world, one
gift, and one day, at a time. Thank you.
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This Annual Report contains the U.S.-based 2017 financial results of the 501(c)3 Earthwatch
Institute (Oct. 1, 2016-Sep. 30, 2017). In addition to the financials outlined here, Earthwatch
has licensee operations in the U.K., Japan, and Australia, which report their financials
according to local requirements. We are proud to also post affiliate annual reports on our
website at earthwatch.org/about/annual report, where you will also find the U.S. Form 990
and U.S. Audited Financial Statements.
OPERATING REVENUE AND EXPENSES
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