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FROM THE CEO

considering the environment in consumption and development 
projects – we are preserving the essence of our sustainability 
message with an added element of urgency.

Our work can, of course, only continue with the generosity of 
our supporters who are listed in this report. To our business 
partners, philanthropic and individual donors I would like 
to say thank you for your continued support, interest and 
encouragement. To our wider community of volunteers and 
supporters it is encouraging to see significant growth in 
numbers, with the message of science as a route to improving 
sustainability, resonating across more sections of our society.

We continue to strive to make a meaningful contribution 
to scientific research and community understanding of the 
importance of environmental science contributing to the future 
sustainability of our planet.

I commend this report to you and hope that as you read it,  
you will be inspired to continue and enhance your involvement 
with us.

Prof David McInnes  
Chief Executive Officer  
Earthwatch Institute Australia

“WE NEED THE TONIC OF WILDNESS ... AT 
THE SAME TIME THAT WE ARE EARNEST 

TO EXPLORE AND LEARN ALL THINGS, WE 
REQUIRE THAT ALL THINGS BE MYSTERIOUS 

AND UNEXPLORABLE, THAT LAND AND 
SEA BE INDEFINITELY WILD, UNSURVEYED 

AND UNFATHOMED BY US BECAUSE 
UNFATHOMABLE. WE CAN NEVER HAVE 

ENOUGH OF NATURE.” 

HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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Unfortunately we have seen further deterioration in our 
natural environment and an increase in the number of 
endangered species. In May of this year researchers reported 
that in addition to existing threats of invasive species, land 
use and urban development, further significant threats to 
Australia’s species result from Climate Change.

This year we have focussed of our science programs on the 
identification, understanding and valuation of Natural Capital, 
in an attempt to communicate to the community that the 
benefits provided by nature cannot be taken for granted, they 
are not “free”. Indeed, they have a real economic value. Natural 
Capital is defined as the Earth’s natural assets (soil, air, water, 
flora and fauna), and the ecosystem services resulting from 
them, which make human life possible. Ecosystem goods and 
services from Natural Capital underpin productivity and the global 
economy. (Natural Capital Declaration 2012). As Natural Capital 
assets become more scarce societies are starting to realise 
their value. Unfortunately this realisation is often too late.

At Earthwatch our role is to engage citizens and 
scientists to work together for a sustainable planet. 

We see the incorporation of Natural Capital into 
our field work as an important way in which we 

can further communicate the importance of 

IN AN AGE WHERE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE EARTH IS UNDER INCREASING 
STRESS, CAUSED BY HUMAN ACTIVITY, THE ROLE OF SCIENTIFIC ORGANISATIONS LIKE 
EARTHWATCH ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER. 

Cover photo: Image from Bush Blitz II Courtesy and 
approval from BHP Billiton Sustainable Communities
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FROM THE CHAIR

The Earthwatch mission is to connect 
people with the environment through 
science. As a not-for-profit organisation 
we can only succeed through effective 
collaboration with partners, which 
include the Earthwatch global network, 
scientists, corporations, governments and 
– importantly – the broader community.

Increasing demands from population 
growth on the Earth’s ecosystems, 
together with climate change, are 
threatening bio-diversity and the 
sustainability of many species and 
even communities. The complexity of 
the issues pose a major challenge for 
appropriate and timely policy responses. 
Policy is best informed by fact-based 
evidence, and an understanding 
of complex inter-relationships. By 
expanding the resources available to 
scientists, Earthwatch has an important 
role to play.

Australia, as an island continent, 
has many unique species and 
fragile, vulnerable ecosystems. Many 
enlightened corporations, reflecting 
the concerns of their workforce and 
the communities within which they 
operate, are aware of the seriousness 
of our environmental challenge and are 
focussing on Natural Capital and the 
environment, in addition to managing 
their financial and human resources. 

This Report highlights a number of 
important outcomes resulting from 
programs involving our corporate 
partners.

Raising awareness of the importance 
of our activities has been a priority 
over the past year. In this regard 
the establishment of a Marketing 

Committee has been an important 
initiative. Hearing first-hand the 
experiences of participants on 
Earthwatch expeditions are always 
inspiring and the best endorsement of 
the value of our programs. Moreover, 
the progress towards the establishment 
of Earthwatch TV is most encouraging. 
A continuing focus is the need to 

strengthen financial resilience.  
On-going progress towards this 
goal against the difficult economic 
background in recent years is pleasing.

It is a privilege to be the Chair of 
Earthwatch Australia. In my own small 
way I can repay the good fortune to 
live in this great country and especially 
having enjoyed many decades of 
prosperity. There can be no more 
important challenge than to provide 
for a sustainable future for following 
generations. This is the focus of citizen 
science. This is the Earthwatch mission. 
We have a small but passionate team 
and a Board of dedicated directors with 
diverse skills to whom I am indebted for 
their contributions. 

We enjoy an excellent working 
relationship with our corporate 
partners, our enthusiastic volunteers 
and individual expeditioners working 
effectively with extraordinary scientists 
to continually advance our knowledge of 
the status and changes in environmental 
ecosystems and the impact on 
biodiversity and sustainability. Together, 
we can, and are, making a difference.

Thank you, I encourage you to join our 
mission.

Charles Macek 
Chair, Earthwatch Institute Australia

The Earthwatch community continues 
to grow rapidly, with participation from 
members of the general public we call 
’citizen scientists’, to corporate employees, 
educators and students. All bring their 
knowledge, passion and experience to 
support our work, improve scientific 
understanding and inspire change.

Earthwatch brings 
individuals from all 

walks of life together 
with world-class 

scientists to work  
for the good  

of the planet. 

OUR  
MISSION
Earthwatch engages people 
worldwide in scientific field 
research and education to 
promote the understanding 
and action necessary for a 
sustainable environment.

OUR  
VISION
Our vision is a world 
in which we live within 
our means and in 
balance with nature.

OUR  
ROOTS
Earthwatch is an 
international environmental 
charity established in Boston, 
USA in 1971. Earthwatch 
Institute in Australia began 
its journey in 1982.

  WE ENGAGE PEOPLE WORLDWIDE

  WE ENABLE SCIENTIFIC FIELD RESEARCH

  WE CREATE A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT

  WE PROMOTE EDUCATION

© Earthwatch InstituteAnenomefish
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Ranging from 1 to 2 weeks, Australian 
expeditions provide opportunities for 
volunteers to immerse themselves in nature 
within Australia’s profound landscapes. From 
around the globe volunteers aged 18 to 80, 
come together to help scientists identify 
solutions to some of Australia’s greatest 
environmental concerns including threats to 
the Great Barrier Reef and climate change 
impacts on our tropical wildlife. They provide 
a travel experience like no other, reconnecting 
people with the environment and creating 
advocates for sustainability.

The research projects span across the 
eastern coast of Australia, from wet tropical 
rainforests of North Queensland, to striking 
coral reefs of Orpheus Island, down to the 
cool temperate forests of Otway National Park 
in Victoria. 

AUSTRALIAN EXPEDITIONS

1.1

PROJECTS
Recovery of the Great Barrier Reef 
Dr David Bourne, Australian Institute  
of Marine Science

Conserving Koala Country 
Dr Desley Whisson, Deakin University 

Wildlife of Australia’s Rainforest 
Prof Stephen Williams, James Cook 
University

Project Manta 
Dr Kathy Townsend, University of 
Queensland

Snorkel for QLD’s Marine Mammals 
Dr James Udy, Healthy Water Ways

PROJECTS:  5
VOLUNTEERS:  64
VOLUNTEER DAYS:  481
VOLUNTEER HOURS:  3848

1 EARTHWATCH 
PROGRAM 
OVERVIEW

“BE THE CHANGE  
YOU WISH TO SEE  
IN THE WORLD.” 
Gandhi

Experiential learning  is the core of  
Earthwatch programs. Members of the 
community including students, teachers, 
corporate and regular citizens are invited 
to work alongside renowned scientists 
gathering data that will help solve real- 
world problems. The programs not only 
educate and increase our understanding 
of pressing environmental and cultural 
issues, but also inspire and motivate 
people to create positive change. In the 
year of 2014-2015, Earthwatch Australia 
supported a total of 13 national and 43 
international research projects engaging 
thousands of people. These projects were 
delivered through scientific partnerships with 
34 national research institutions (10 universities, 
18 state or federal government institutions and 
six NGOs). The projects spanned four priority 
research areas of Climate Change, Wildlife and 
Ecosystems, Ocean Health and Archaeology and 
Cultural Heritage.

©Cassandra Nichols 7earthwatch.org - Find out more  66



1.2

Dr Rodney Van der Ree,  
Australian Research Centre of Urban Ecology

LOCATION: MELBOURNE ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS

The aim of Melbourne’s Microbats is to examine 
the effects of urban development on bat survival by 
undertaking surveys that establish the bats’ use of the 
environment and population size and structure. The data 
is disseminated to local bodies to assist management 
plans for urban development that will support 
sustainable microbat populations in Victoria.

Since trapping began in 2010, volunteers have captured 
approximately 650 bats of four different species and 
banded 288 bats since 2012. Of the bats that have been 
banded, we have recaptured 52 – a recapture rate of 
18%. This recapture rate suggests that the population 
of bats in the Gardens is large, or that they are highly 
mobile and transient. The research has inspired local 
residents and members of the Bayside Friends of 
Wildlife to undertake their own bat surveys  
and build and install microbat nest boxes.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Over 89% of the Australian population now resides in urban areas, meaning 
today’s society has less contact than ever with nature. Consequently we 
have a reduced appreciation for the value of the environment and the 
services it provides. We need to provide opportunities for people to 
reconnect with the landscape and to appreciate the significance 
of our urban ecology and The Scientist for a Day program, 
does just that. It provides an inspirational experience for 
people to connect with wildlife and ecosystems in their 
own backyard. For one full day public members, 
aged as young as 10, join a scientist to collect 
data on urban ecology research projects. With 
no need to travel far from home volunteers 
get up close and personal with wildlife 
in their local regions and learn about 
the impact human development 
is having on our countryside. 
The experience increases 
awareness and empowers 
individuals to become 
stewards of the 
environment.

SCIENTIST FOR A DAY (S4AD)

RESEARCH PROJECTS:  3
VOLUNTEERS: 223
VOLUNTEER DAYS:  223
VOLUNTEER HOURS:  1784

MELBOURNE’S  
MICROBATS

CONSERVING KOALA COUNTRY

“I LEARNED SO MUCH ABOUT KOALAS…AND ABOUT THE 
ENVIRONMENT IN THE OTWAYS. I ALSO HAD A LOT OF FUN WITH 
THE OTHER VOLUNTEERS AND THE PRINCIPLE INVESTIGATOR AND 
STAFF. I DIDN’T EXPECT TO LEARN SO MUCH ABOUT THE TREES. 
HAVE BEEN DOING CANOPY CHECKS IN THE PARKS IN NEW YORK 
CITY EVER SINCE I GOT BACK. I LOVED HELPING CAPTURE AND 
COLLAR THE KOALAS. LOVED THE PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES. LOVED 
MEETING DESLEY AND LEARNING SO MUCH ABOUT KOALAS AND 
THEIR HABITAT. I LOVED LEARNING ABOUT THINGS THAT ARE 
TOTALLY OUT OF MY KNOWLEDGE BASE.” Victoria Kohler, U.S.A

CASE STUDY

CASE STUDY

Participant Victoria Kohler and 
Dr Alistair Melzer

Dr Desley Whisson, Deakin University 
and Dr Alistair Melzer, Central 
Queensland University

LOCATION: CAPE OTWAY, VICTORIA

DURATION: 10 DAYS, 3 TRIPS PER YEAR

FIELDING: SINCE 2011

The conservation status of the koala 
(Phascolarctos cinereus), an iconic 
Australian species, is still ambiguous. 
Across most of its range it is considered 
vulnerable. In southern Australia, 
however the species is considered 
secure. 

Nationally though koalas have suffered 
declines due to hunting following 
European settlement and in more recent 
years, habitat loss and fragmentation. 

Climate change is now the new threat 
facing these beloved animals, as the 
koala has a low tolerance for prolonged 
hot weather and the devastating impacts 
caused by more extreme and frequent 
bush fires. Furthermore, food resources 
may decline due to climate-induced 
changes to the eucalypt communities, 
and the lower nutritional quality and 
moisture content of their leaves.  
An understanding of the koalas response 
to environmental change is critical for 
the conservation of their populations  
and habitats. 

Here in Victoria, in the Great Otway 
National Park and surrounding private 
land, koalas are widespread and 
relatively abundant. The landscape 
comprises a mosaic of different 
habitat types that vary in koala food 
composition. Higher densities of koalas 

are observed in woodlands dominated 
by preferred food trees and in some 
instances, concentrated browsing by 
koalas is causing a decline in tree 
condition and loss of preferred tree 
species. Consequently, habitat change 
is occurring at a rapid rate providing a 
unique opportunity to understand the 
response of koalas to a declining food 
supply and thus, the potential impact of 
climate change on the species.

This project is investigating the 
relationship between habitat 
characteristics and koala population 
densities, productivity and behaviour. In 
addition to determining koala response 
to environmental change, this project 
will provide insight into the processes 
involved in koala population regulation 
and the reasons for localised over-
abundance in southern populations.

 
 
 
 
 

“IT WAS BRILLIANT - 
PREDOMINANTLY BECAUSE  

OF THE LEADERS THEY WERE  
SO KNOWLEDGEABLE AND EASY  

TO TALK TO – MY 14 YEAR OLD WAS 
INSPIRED AND SAID “IF ONLY SCHOOL  

COULD BE LIKE THIS- THEN I’D LEARN MORE!’ 
THANK YOU FOR AN INCREDIBLE EXPEDITION.” 

Volunteer, Melbourne’s Microbats
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INTERNATIONAL EXPEDITIONS

ABOUT THE PROGRAM 
ClimateWatch was developed by Earthwatch with the Bureau 
of Meteorology and The University of Melbourne to understand 
how changes in temperature and rainfall are affecting the 
seasonal behaviour of Australia’s plants and animals.

Climate change is altering rainfall and temperature across 
Australia, and is consequently triggering changes in the 
established flowering times, breeding cycles and migration 
movements. ClimateWatch is based on phenology, the study of 
periodic plant and animal life cycle events and how these are 
influenced by seasonal and interannual variations in climate.

The first continental phenology project in the Southern 
Hemisphere, ClimateWatch enables every Australian to be 
involved in collecting and recording data that will help shape 
the country’s scientific response to climate change.

To learn more:  
www.climatewatch.org.au/mobile

PARTNERS

 » Atlas of Living Australia.

 » Australian National Botanic Gardens.

 » Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mount Coot-Tha.

 » Bureau of Meteorology.

 » Eastern Alliance for Greenhouse Action.

 » Illawarra Environmental Education Centre.

 » King’s Park and Botanic Gardens, Perth.

 » Monash University.

 » Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.

 » Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network (TERN).

 » The Royal Botanic Gardens & Domain Trust, Sydney.

 » Tinaroo Environmental Education Centre.

 » University of Melbourne.

 » University of Sydney. 

 » University of Western Australia.

17,000 REGISTERED 
CLIMATEWATCH USERS. OVER 3,000 OF THESE 
USERS REGISTERED IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS. 

OVER 800 STUDENTS  
USED CLIMATEWATCH DURING SEMESTER 2 OF 
2015, AS PART OF ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY 
CLASSES, BY THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA, UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY AND 
MONASH UNIVERSITY

14,604 RECORDS OVER 2014-15* 

OVER 83,000 
RECORDINGS  
SINCE IT’S INCEPTION. OVER 
13,000 WERE MADE IN THE 
PAST 12 MONTHS.

2015 FINALIST 
IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY CATEGORY 
IN THE 2015 MELBOURNE 
AWARDS 

1.41.3
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WILDLIFE & ECOSYSTEMS

OCEAN HEALTH

CLIMATE CHANGE

ARCHAEOLOGY & CULTURE

EARTHWATCH  
2015 EXPEDITIONS
With Earthwatch Expeditions all over  
the world, where will you go?

RESEARCH PROJECTS:  43

COUNTRIES:  25

AUSTRALIAN VOLUNTEERS:  26

TOTAL VOLUNTEERS:  997

VOLUNTEER DAYS:  8610

VOLUNTEER HOURS:  68883

ABOUT THE PROGRAMS
As a global organization, Earthwatch provides opportunities 
for volunteers to attend scientific research expeditions 
around the world. Taking a path less travelled, volunteers 
journey to places the general tourist does not have the 
chance to visit and experience culture and wildlife in 
a unique way. Whilst enjoying the surrounds they are 
undertaking vital research that responds to global and 
cultural challenges. This program enables volunteers 
to personally contribute to improving our scientific 
knowledge, whilst enhancing their own understanding 
of cultural and environmental topics. These are 
transformative experiences that help move society  
towards a sustainable planet. 

*31/10/14 - 31/10/15

EARTHWATCH  
2015 EXPEDITIONS
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ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Bush Blitz is Australia’s largest nature discovery 
project – a multimillion dollar partnership 
between BHP Billiton Sustainable Communities, 
Department of the Environment (ABRS) and 
Earthwatch Australia, to document the plants 
and animals in properties across Australia. 

As of August 2015, the program has discovered 
over 900 new species and additionally it 
has now revealed vital information about 
species listed as threatened, vulnerable or 
endangered, as well as pest species that 
pose threats to our natural ecosystems and 
agricultural industries. 

This information assists higher-level 
conservation planning by increasing our 
biodiversity knowledge. It is also provided 
to managers of national parks and other 
protected areas to give them tools they need to 
preserve these vital areas.

In 2014-15 Bush Blitz surveyed remote corners 
of Tasmania, Queensland and the Northern 
Territory, and involved more than 50 scientists 
from 23 of Australia’s leading scientific 
institutions. 

The program also provides citizen scientists 
with the chance to be a part of Bush Blitz 
expeditions. 16 BHP Billiton employees 
participated in surveys in 2015-16, acting as 
field assistants for researchers on Bush Blitz 
expeditions while building their scientific 
knowledge and motivation. Five teachers 
also participated via the Bush Blitz TeachLive 
program, with their students and members 
of their school communities, sharing in their 
experience as they communicated ‘live’ from 
the expedition using the dedicated Bush Blitz 
TeachLive website.

BUSH BLITZ II DID YOU KNOW?

1.81.5 1.6

THE CHANGES IN THE  
WATER TEMPERATURES  
ARE ESTIMATED TO KILL  
12,000 SQUARE KILOMETRES  
OF REEFS WORLDWIDE

AN ESTIMATED  
18 MILLION ACRES  
(7.3 MILLION HECTARES) OF 
FOREST, WHICH IS ROUGHLY 
THE SIZE OF THE COUNTRY 
OF PANAMA, ARE LOST EACH 
YEAR, ACCORDING TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS’ FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION. 

THERE ARE 5.25 
TRILLION PIECES 
OF PLASTIC DEBRIS IN THE 
OCEAN. OF THAT MASS,  
269,000 TONS FLOAT ON THE 
SURFACE, WHILE SOME FOUR 
BILLION PLASTIC MICROFIBERS 
PER SQUARE KILOMETRE 
LITTER THE DEEP SEA. 

OVER  
30% OF  
MARINE  
HABITAT 
HAVE NOW BEEN DESTROYED.

EARTHWATCH: THE FACTS SINCE 1971

100,0001,400
RESEARCH PROJECTS 
HAVE BEEN SUPPORTED  
TO DATE.

120
COUNTRIES HAVE 
BEEN SUPPORTED BY 
OUR RESEARCH.

INDIVIDUALS HAVE 
JOINED US IN THE 
FIELD.

RESEARCH EXPEDITIONS:  4

TEACHERS:  5

CORPORATE FELLOWS:  16

STUDENTS ENGAGED:   3,206

PROGRAM LEGACY SINCE 2010

SPECIES DISCOVERED:  OVER 900

RANGE EXTENSIONS:  OVER 200

THREATENED SPECIES: OVER 300

PEST SPECIES:  OVER 800

EARTHWATCH  
FOR CORPORATES:

SOCIAL AND CORPORATE 
RESPONSIBILITY  

ENABLING EMPLOYEE 
ENGAGEMENT 

Image from Bush Blitz II Courtesy and approval 
from BHP Billiton Sustainable Communities

*U.N Sustainable Development Goals

*National Geographic News September 2015

1312 earthwatch.org - Find out more  



The learning program has been developed 
specifically for Earthwatch’s corporate 
partners, to assist them in enhancing 
sustainability within their business operations. 
In this year’s program the focus was 
sustainable management of Natural Capital 
within agribusiness. Volunteers worked 
with scientists, conducting research in the 
semi- arid regions of the Murray Darling 
Basin in Victoria and South Australia. Each 
research team also had the opportunity to visit 
businesses and discuss with senior staff their 
approach to sustainably managing Natural 
Capital.

In late April, Earthwatch Australia staff, 
along with scientists from Trust for Nature, 
conducted a ten day expedition with a team 
of ten volunteers, comprising entirely of 
staff from National Australia Bank (NAB). 
Activities focused on conducting research at 
Neds Corner Station on the southern bank of 
the Murray River in north-western Victoria. 
Formerly used for sheep grazing, Neds is 
now the largest privately owned property in 
Victoria, and managed by Trust for Nature 
solely for the purpose of conservation. The 
research conducted during this expedition  
was aimed at investigating ecosystem services 
provided by Neds Corner Station. Ecosystem 
services are defined as the services and 

values that are provided by natural systems 
(for example, rivers) and natural processes 
upon which industry, society, nature and 
culture rely. 

At around the same time, a second team of 
volunteers, also comprising of ten volunteers 
from NAB, participated in a research 
expedition at Calperum Station, 90km to the 
west of Ned’s Corner, in South Australia. 
Situated within the Murray-Darling Basin just 
north of Renmark, Calperum and Taylorville 
Stations cover approximately 343,000 ha of 
mallee and floodplain woodland in the semi-
arid Riverland region of South Australia. 
These properties support a diverse range 
of ecosystems that are valued for their rich 
biodiversity despite experiencing 150 years of 
pastoral activities. Research undertaken at 
Calperum Station again focused on ecosystem 
serives. Looking at how the ecosystems on 
Calperum function—what makes them the 
way they are? More importantly, what 
makes them change the way they  
do when they are disturbed?  
The answers to these questions 
are the most fundamental 
requirements to develop 
ways of managing these 
ecosystems effectively.

“UPON VISITING THE NAB TEAM, 8 DAYS INTO THEIR 
EARTHWATCH EXPEDITION, I WAS EXPECTING TO 

FIND BEDRAGGLED SOULS DESPERATE TO COME HOME. 
RATHER, I ENCOUNTERED A HIGHLY UNITED, EXCITED AND 

ENGAGED TEAM, ENTHUSIASTICALLY UNDERTAKING SCIENTIFIC 
SURVEYS AND THIRSTY FOR KNOWLEDGE. 

AT NAB, WE ARE UNDERTAKING AN AMBITIOUS PROGRAM TO EMBED 
NATURAL CAPITAL INTO OUR DAY TO DAY DECISIONS. HOWEVER, THE 

IMPORTANCE OF NATURAL CAPITAL CAN BE A DIFFICULT CONCEPT 
TO COMMUNICATE. THANKS TO AN EXTREMELY PROFESSIONAL AND 

ENJOYABLE EARTHWATCH EXPERIENCE, WE NOW HAVE AN EXTRA 
20 ADVOCATES WHO CAN RELATE NATURAL CAPITAL TO THEIR 

COLLEAGUES AND CUSTOMERS.”

James Bentley 
Manager, Natural Value | Corporate Responsibility | NAB

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Student Challenge immerses Year 11 and  
12 students in field science, providing a 
clearer understanding of the ecological issues 
we face and motivating and inspiring them  
to become enviromental leaders.  
The program sees the students head into  

the field, working alongside a scientist,  
for a week over their Christmas holidays. 

The students gain practical skills in 
field research and learn about applied 
scientific methods and contemporary 

environmental issues. 

Students are able to utilise the program as 
an opportunity to seek career advice from 

professional scientists and to explore fields of 
study and careers which suit their skills and 
interests.

Students come from various backgrounds 
all across Australia, so the program provides 
a cultural and personal development 

opportunity as well. It helps to build self-
confidence and enhances the students’ ability 
to adapt and work as a team. 

Student Challenge is sponsored by The 
George Alexander Foundation and Indigenous 
Student Challenge is funded by The Sara 
Halvedene Foundation.

RESEARCH EXPEDITIONS
Melbourne’s Microbats, VIC (2 teams)  
Dr Rodney Van der Ree, Australian Research 
Centre of Urban Ecology

Turtles on the Move, VIC (2 teams) 
Dr Andrew Hamer, Australian Research 
Centre of Urban Ecology

Snorkel for QLD’s Marine Mammals  
(new 2015) (1 team) Dr James Udy, Healthy 
Water Ways

STUDENT CHALLENGE

1.7 1.8

“IT HAS STRENGTHENED MY REASONING TO STUDY ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE. HEARING ABOUT THE EXPERIENCES AND ENJOYMENT THE 
EARTHWATCH STAFF AND THE SCIENTIST HAVE ALONG THEIR JOURNEY 
HAS BY FAR ENCOURAGED ME INTO STUDYING SCIENCE. ALSO SEEING  
AND KNOWING HOW SIGNIFICANT THE DATA WE COLLECTED IS MAKES  
ME KEEN TO CONDUCT MY OWN RESEARCH EXPEDITIONS.” 

Khan John, Melbourne’s Microbats

NATURAL CAPITAL - LEARNING PROGRAMCASE STUDY

EXPEDITIONS:  3

TEAMS:  5

STUDENTS:  38

VOLUNTEER DAYS:   37

VOLUNTEER HOURS:  296

14 15earthwatch.org - Find out more  



PRIORITY  
RESEARCH AREAS

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR -  
SCIENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2014 – 2015 OVERVIEW 
Earthwatch brings committed people 
together to undertake field research and 
education programs, which are directed at 
creating a well-understood and sustainable 
environment. As incoming Chair of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), I will 
ensure that these programs conform to the 
highest scientific standards, and that they are 
of value to Australia. This will be aided by an 
expansion of the SAC membership this year, 
giving us greater breadth of expertise and 
enhanced access to scientific networks.

There have been many outstanding scientific 
achievements this year. The Bush Blitz 
program, with its strong support from BHP 
Billiton and the Australian Government, 
continues to make major contributions to 
mapping Australia’s unique biodiversity. The 
expedition to the Judbarra/Gregory National 

Park in the Northern Territory, for example, 
uncovered seven new species of spider and 
a new genus of tarantula. The ClimateWatch 
initiative has also been progressed with the 
completion of the Climate Trail at Budj Bim 
(Mount Eccles) in western Victoria. It was 
a pleasure to work with the Gunditjmara 
traditional owners on this project; one of 
the key aims of the SAC going forward is to 
enhance our engagement with indigenous 
communities through partnership initiatives.

I am very grateful to the dedicated members 
of the SAC who have provided such 
strong support over the year, and I look 
forward to their continuing assistance with 
developing new initiatives and expanding 
our partnerships, especially with research 
institutions and other citizen science 
organizations. 

Professor Ian Woodrow, Chair 

Wildlife & 
Ecosystems

Earthwatch supports  
research in the wildlife  

and ecosystems category.  
We help to develop  

conservation plans to  
protect our planet and  

its most threatened  
inhabitants. 

2.1

Climate 
Change

Earthwatch supports 
research in the climate 

change category. We 
support research that 

improves our understanding 
of how climate change  

is affecting the 
environment. 

Ocean  
Health

Earthwatch supports  
research in the ocean health 

category. We help to ensure the 
future of our planet’s largest 
resources. We study ways to 
protect coral reefs and the 

threatened species that  
inhabit our waters.

Archaeology 
& Culture

Earthwatch supports 
research in the archaeology 

and culture category. We help 
to unearth the remains of 

ancient cultures to find out 
how our ancestors lived. We 
are safeguarding our future 

by uncovering our past.   

2 SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH

© Stephen Williams
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EARTHWATCH 
RESEARCH 
PARTNERS  
2014-15

Earthwatch is aware of the need to better understand and quantify the 
numerous research and conservation outcomes that result from the support 
we provide. In 2009, in response to this need, six High Level Goals (HLGs) were 
developed, five of which are supported by Measures of Success (MoS) against 
which we can assess our achievements towards long-term legacy (see below).

Earthwatch gathers information about the achievements of research projects 
we support though annual Field Reports and other communications with our 
scientists. The MoS cover a diverse array of outcomes and therefore it’s not 
expected that all projects will contribute significantly to each MoS. The overall 
purpose of the MoS is to quantify and demonstrate the cumulative impact of 
the Earthwatch research program and to help us to identify strengths and 
opportunities for us to build on.

NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS  
TO DATE
TeachWild, a national marine debris program, 
conducted in conjunction with the CSIRO 
and Shell, was a finalist in this 2015 Eureka 
prizes. This is recognition of the important 
contributions of the project to compiling 
valuable data on marine debris in Australia.

Conserving Koala Country continues to play 
an important role in management of Koala 
populations in and around the Great Otway 
National Park. During this year’s expeditions 
volunteers collected a substantial amount of 
data that furthers our understanding of the 
ecology of high-density koala populations and 
their habitats. 

BushBlitz continues to make important 
scientific discoveries across Australia. 
Research highlights include;

 Tarkine; An undescribed species of viola 
was found and a stand of rare Huon pine 
was recorded. 

 Judbarra/Gregory Nation Park; Five new 
species of spider, including Tarantulas, 
Saddle kneed and Brush footed Trapdoor 
spiders. 

2.32.2

MEASURING 
EARTHWATCH’S 
SUCCESS

HIGH LEVEL GOALS MEASURES OF SUCCESS

1 INCREASING SCIENTIFIC 
KNOWLEDGE

 » People and person hours dedicated to collecting scientific data

 » Peer reviewed publications

 » Popular publications and outreach events

2
DEVELOPING 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
LEADERS

 » Education: individuals engaged and developing increased capacity

3
ENABLING 
ORGANISATIONS 
TO BECOME MORE 
SUSTAINABLE

 » Partnerships: organizations actively engaged

4
INFORMING 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICIES, AGENDAS AND 
MANAGEMENT PLANS

 » Contributions to conventions, agendas, policies and management plans

 » Pro-environment actions taken

5
ENHANCING NATURAL 
AND SOCIO-CULTURAL 
CAPITAL

 » Taxa of conservation significance 
enhanced

 » Natural habitats enhanced

 » Ecosystem services enhanced

 » Cultural heritage enhanced

 » Livelihood assets enhanced

 » Sustainable organisation

EARTHWATCH PARTNERS 
 » Australian Institute of Marine Science

 » Central Queensland University

 » Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial  
Research Organisation (CSIRO)

 » Deakin University

 » Griffith University

 » Healthy Waterways

 » James Cook University

 » Murdoch University

 » NSW Government Office of Environment & Heritage

 » The Australian Research Centre for  
Urban Ecology (ARCUE)

 » University of Melbourne.

 » University of New South Wales

 » University of Queensland

 » University of Technology, Sydney

CLIMATEWATCH PARTNERS 
 » Australian National Botanic Gardens.

 » Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha.

 » Bureau of Meteorology.

 » Eastern Alliance for Greenhouse Action.

 » Illawarra Environmental Education Centre.

 » King’s Park and Botanic Gardens, Perth.

 » Monash University.

 » Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.

 » Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network (TERN)

 » Tinaroo Environmental Education Centre.

 » The Royal Botanic Gardens & Domain Trust, Sydney.

 » University of Melbourne.

 » University of Sydney.

 » University of Western Australia.
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CITIZEN SCIENCE 
NETWORK 
AUSTRALIA 

2.4

Citizen Science is at the core of all of Earthwatch’s research 
activities and therefore Earthwatch recognises the importance 
in collaborating with other Australian organisations 
focused on citizen science. To enhance such collaborations, 
Earthwatch participated in the Australian Citizen Science 
Conference 2015, held on the 23rd and 24th of July in Canberra. 
The event was organised by the Australian Citizen Science 
Association and hosted by The Australian Academy of Science 
in Canberra. The event was attended by over 200 participants 
from all over Australia, as well as citizen scientist associations 
from Europe and North America. The event was a wonderful 
networking opportunity and impressive in creating a forum 
where information regarding citizen science could be shared 
and built upon.

A new management committee was elected and will be 
responsible for progressing with official incorporation of 
the Association and to develop the strategic plan for the 
organisation. The Association has also gained major new 
partners including The Australian Museum in Sydney. 
Earthwatch Australia was acknowledged for supporting the 
citizen science network in getting off the ground in 2014. 
Earthwatch is now a member of the Association and will 
support all future activities and developments.

TODAY, MORE THAN 130,000 
AUSTRALIANS ARE ACTIVE IN OVER 
90 CITIZEN SCIENCE PROJECTS , 
PREDOMINANTLY IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE FIELDS. MANY KINDS OF 
ORGANISATIONS ARE ALSO INVOLVED, 
INCLUDING UNIVERSITIES, ALL LEVELS 
OF GOVERNMENT, SCHOOLS, INDUSTRY 
GROUPS, COMMUNITY GROUPS AND 
MUSEUMS.

“Building Australia through Citizen Science” – 
Occasional Paper Series, Issue 11 July 2015 Office of 
the Chief Scientist.

FUTURE DIRECTION  
OF SCIENCE
The term ‘citizen science’ has gained a great deal of traction in the media 

over the past 12 months and participant interest is steadily growing. 
Earthwatch has been ahead of the curve and has taken a lead role 

in placing citizen science at the core of all its research work and 
has successfully demonstrated how this research model benefits 

scientists and volunteers alike. Earthwatch will continue to 
expand upon its recent successes in Australia. This includes 

exciting new Earthwatch initiatives, such as:

2.5

LEARNING 
PROGRAMS

Building upon recent successes 
gained as part of Earthwatch Learning 

Programs with the private sector. 
Earthwatch is developing more focused 

activities for 2016, in new locations. The focus 
on improved management of Natural Capital 

within businesses will be carried over into 
the new programs.

URBAN 
ECOLOGY

Programs focused on issues 
surrounding urban ecology, specifically 

how urbanisation of rural spaces effects 
local wildlife. This information will allow local 

councils and other land managers to explore 
ideas of balance including wildlife corridors and 

habitat quality.

CLIMATE 
WATCH

Further expansion of ClimateWatch 
through partnerships with educational 

institutions, including universities 
and secondary schools. ClimateWatch 

has been used by a number of universities 
across Australia as part of environmental 

biology classes. At secondary school level, 
resources have been developed for 

teachers to incorporate ClimateWatch 
into science classes for years 7 and 

8 students.

NATURAL 
CAPITAL

Earthwatch recognises the growing 
importance of Natural Capital in 

decision making and will therefore 
continue to expand this focus into a number 

of activities. To support this, a group of staff 
members from Earthwatch Australia and 

international offices will attend the 2015 
World Forum on Natural Capital in 

Edinburgh. Earthwatch CEO, Professor 
David McInnes has been invited to 

deliver an address, sharing the 
work of Earthwatch in the 

field of Natural Capital.

INDIGENOUS 
AUSTRALIA

The first ClimateWatch Trail with an 
indigenous focus is nearing completion at 

the Budj Bim National Heritage Landscape 
in Western Victoria. The trail will be located on 

the Tyrendarra Indigenous Protected Area and has 
been developed in partnership with local indigenous 

communities. The project will expand upon 
ClimateWatch’s existing knowledge base, to include 

indigenous knowledge on the local environment. 
Earthwatch recognises the importance of 

incorporating indigenous knowledge into 
its research activities and this will 

continue to expand upon this focus.
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EARTHWATCH  
ACTIVITIES

3.1

MELBOURNE: Professor 
Rodney van der Ree spoke to 
alumni at a function in February 
at the Deakin City centre site. 
It is a great venue and Rodney 
spoke in his usual informative 
but entertaining manner about 
the bat population in Melbourne 
and his role in moving the bats 
from the Royal Botanic Gardens 
to Yarra Bend. 

HOBART: Dr Denise 
Hardesty gave a fascinating 
explanation of her work with 
marine debris and the role 
Earthwatch has played in the 
collection of data right around 
the coast of Australia. Guests 
enjoyed the intimate discussion 
with Denise and enthusiastically 
asked questions. She said the 
debris were already having a 
lethal impact on Australia’s bird 
and marine life. 

SYDNEY: In Sydney Dr 
David Booth delighted with a 
presentation about the East 
Australian Current from the 
Great Barrier Reef right down 
to Bittangabee on the NSW 
southern coast and most 
particularly off the shores of 
Sydney. His presentation at the 
Mascot Qantas building was 
entertaining and informative, 
despite being pre-empted by a 
fire-drill, emptying the entire 
building onto the streets of 
Mascot. 

TOWNSVILLE: The 
Townsville event was held 
in conjunction with the 
celebrations of Reef Blitz. 
Earthwatch CEO, Professor 
David McInnes addressed 
the Far North Queensland 
attendees about Natural Capital 
and its implications for the 
Great Barrier Reef. It was a 
fun event held on the shores of 
Townsville overlooking Magnetic 
Island.

ALUMNI 
EVENTS3

C-Suite at Olympic Dam and into the Simpson Desert:  The 
only complaint from participants to the Olympic Dam / 
Simpson Desert event was that the experience should have 
been longer!  That would have enabled them to be more 
involved in the trip by learning how to load, unload and manage 
the camels!  Walking with the camels, working with the 
scientists in the Simpson and experiencing the Arid Recovery 
Zone out of Roxby Downs were all identified as highlights of 
the five day expedition.  Participants identified their increased 
understanding of what the scientists do and how they work in 
the challenging yet beautiful environment as one of the biggest 
features of their time in the centre of Australia.   

The trip to Olympic Dam gave rare insights into the workings 
of the mine and the work that BHP Billiton undertakes to 
offset the impact of their endeavours on the area.    This 
was contrasted enormously with the individual mines 
run in Andamooka, where ‘recovery’ had a vastly different 
interpretation.  Finishing up in Birdsville at the iconic pub 
for dinner was a fitting end to the experience of this remote 
outpost.  The only commercial flight out of Birdsville is the 
seven hour mail-run back to Brisbane, touching down at a 
selection of small, central Queensland, unfamiliar towns. 

L-R: Will Crothers, Joanne Crothers and Nick Crothers.

C-SUITE EVENTS

EARTHWATCH 
FOUNDATION

The Earthwatch Foundation  
continues to focus on engagement  
and awareness of past, present and 
 potential Earthwatch friends and  
connections. The charter of the Foundation  
is to establish links with people who believe  
in the work of Earthwatch and its scientists.  
The Foundation is supported by the Earthwatch 
Alumni who are people interested in the work  
of Earthwatch, who have been on an expedition  
or have supported Earthwatch in some way.   
An Advisory Committee provide leadership, advice  
and the unquantifiable benefit of their experience  
of innovation and development. 

 » To increase the awareness and sense of identity  
of Earthwatch Australia

 » Secure funding for Earthwatch Australia 

 » Enable the growth of Earthwatch  
Australia activities. 

 » To attract past participants, volunteers, donors, 
supporters, Board members, students, teachers 
and scientists to connect with Earthwatch and 
participate in Earthwatch activities to learn more 
about the environment through science.VI
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© Stephen Williams
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FUNDRAISING

3.2

WHAT KEEPS ROBERT COMING BACK FOR 
MORE? 
After twenty-three Earthwatch expeditions, what keeps 
Robert coming back? Robert Bender joined his first 
Earthwatch adventure in 1986 venturing to Borneo to 
research the impacts of deforestation on Orangutans.  
He has been on a project almost every year since. 

“All the projects have influenced my understanding of the 
natural world, how it works and how things interact, and has 
much enlarged my appreciation of various fauna groups,”  
he said.

In 2003, a fellow volunteer from the Friends of Native Wildlife 
group, joined him on a Malaysian bat project. Having an 
interest and some experience in bats they decided to take 
it next level and get their rabies shots to handle bats on the 
project.

He said he was able to bring back the skills learnt on the 
expedition, assisting bat handlers at his volunteer group to 
process the growing number of bats. 

 “That really changed my life as bat box projects have taken 
over much of my waking life these days, and I’m even 
training novice bat-handlers,” Robert said.

In 2015, he returned to the Great Otway National Park, after 
three years, to help scientists in their study on the impact of 
the koala abundance on the habitat. 

“Probably the most important decision that has come out of 
my Earthwatch projects is to keep on doing more of them, 
as I get so much out of them, and can contribute as a non-
scientist to the development of new knowledge,” he said.

You too can become a citizen scientist like Robert,  
see all of our expeditions from across the world:  
au.earthwatch.org/expeditions

LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCE
Cath Cornaggio is a mum and an employee of Amcor 
Flexibles Asia/Pacific and despite not being the “most 
outdoorsy” kind of person, she wanted to inspire her family 
by stepping out of her comfort zone. And that.. she did! 

In late 2014, she joined the Earthwatch expedition  
Butterflies and Bees in Indian Himalayas, thanks to a 
corporate partnership program. 

She joined nine fellow Amcor employees, from all over 
the world in India’s Kullu Valley, an area famous for its 
biodiversity, horticulture and tourism. The team united to 
assist scientists in gathering data to better understand how 
climate changes were impacting agriculture. 

The impact of climate change has been most noticeable 
on the apple farms, the region’s cash crops, and on the 
pollinator species. Apple farms have shifted 35 kilometres 
north seeking cooler climates and pollinators have 
decreased dramatically, posing a financial burden on 
farmers. 

From counting insect pollinators and measuring leaf growth 
to tracking phenology and pollination, the team captured 
critical data for 10 days to support lead scientist Dr Dhyani’s 
research. In exchange, they were presented a greater 
understanding of Kullu Valley’s ecosystem services and 
Natural Capital. 

Cath said: “[Natural Capital] is not really a concept I’d heard 
of before…in sales we talk about the value proposition all 
the time, it’s never just about the price of the goods. I think 
Natural Capital is such a natural extension of that discussion 
and I really look forward to taking it back into the office and 
to our customers”. 

Data gathered by Cath and her fellow citizen scientists will 
help policy makers develop plans to protect sustainable 
agriculture across the region in the face of a changing 
climate.

“The expedition really was one of the best experiences of my 
life and inspired me in lots of things in my personal life - my 
step daughter is now a ‘green team’ ambassador at school 
because she wants to be just like mum!”.

You too can become a citizen scientist just like Cath 
(pictured below right). Check out our corporate programs 
here and get your business involved: au.earthwatch.org/
corporate-partnerships

Or, see all of our expeditions from across the world: 
au.earthwatch.org/expeditions

HOW YOUR DONATIONS ARE USED

12% Operational Expenses

7% Administration

4% Costs of 
Fundraising

76% Program 
Delivery & 

Development 
Expenses

ALUMNI STORIESSPOTLIGHT

Prof. Paulo de Souza

THROUGHOUT 2015 THE FUNDRAISING FOCUS HAS BEEN 
ON THE ANNUAL APPEAL HELD IN MAY AND JUNE, THE 
ANNUAL DINNER HELD IN EARLY SEPTEMBER, C-SUITE 
EVENTS HELD IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER AND 
REGULAR ALUMNI EVENTS HELD AROUND 
THE COUNTRY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.
Thank you so very much for privilege and the opportunity 
to be the guest speaker at your Annual Fundraising Dinner.  
I know how important the event is for the Earthwatch 
Institute and the on-going relationship with sponsors, 
supporters and the key stakeholders.

Thank you for your confidence in the message I 
delivered and knowing this would be aligned to 
your values, and would inspire others to join your 
efforts and celebrate the outstanding success of 
your activities.

I am lighted by the stories, testimonials and the 
wonderful atmosphere you created at the event 
and even more thrilled that you – individually 
and organisationally – are committed to a future 
that works in harmony with our natural world.

Prof. Paulo de Souza

OCE Science Leader - CSIRO

Honey bee populations are declining globally and scientists are unsure of 
the causes. The condition is known as “Colony Collapse Disorder” (CCD) and 
CSIRO Scientist Professor de Souza explained the global occurrence is likely 
due to many causes such as the exposure to chemicals, water contamination, 
air pollution, reduction of their natural habitats, fires, intensity of weather 
events, pathogens and pesticides or a combination of these events.

Prof de Souza shared his new technology at the Earthwatch Annual 
Fundraising Dinner.

Our young supporters and volunteers Lucy & Jessica assisting with 
fundraising at the Annual Dinner

L-R Viki Nathan (staff), Alistair Meltzer(Scientist), Megan Flyn (Board member) 
and Justin Foster (Director of Science)
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4
Earthwatch TV is part of the organisation’s mission 
to reach out to a worldwide audience in a creative 
and sustainable manner. It increases awareness of 
Australia’s biggest environmental issues and ways 
of understanding and addressing them through 
science. In 2013 Earthwatch Australia started to 
develop a series of educational and entertaining films 
documenting each of its research projects. The series 
promotes education and engagement to a broad family 
audience, Earthwatch sponsors and supporters, and 
attracts new volunteers for Earthwatch expeditions. 

STORIES
Earthwatch TV is an avenue to tell emotional personal 
stories. Participation in the Earthwatch activities 
is often described by volunteers as a life-changing 
experience. Earthwatch project features participants 
from 10 to 90 years of age and from all walks of life 
– everyday people wanting to make a difference. The 
films follow their personal stories of discovery and 
transformation. 

SITES
Earthwatch expeditions are conducted in beautiful, 
remote locations with pristine environments and 
access to rare and captivating flora and fauna. In an 
era of mass tourism and a perpetual search for new 
destinations to discover, these environments are 
depicted in a visually attractive and meaningful way, 
from an objective science perspective often lacking in 
the mainstream media.

EARTHWATCH TV PARTNERS
Earthwatch TV works in partnership with experienced 
film makers Sharon Maloney from Tribal Media and 
Andrew Wiseman from Pericles Films. Both are 
convinced that Earthwatch’s field activities present a 
potential for crafting work of intensity and connection 
that can appeal to international audiences.

ANDREW WISEMAN is an award winning producer 
of film and television drama who also has extensive 
experience as a documentary director. 

SHARON MALONEY is a respected producer with a 
slate of long-form documentary, animation series and 
drama projects. As well as producing, Sharon also 
directs. 

 “As filmmakers it’s very rare to have the opportunity 
to partner with an organisation that has the reach, 
reputation, commitment and energy of Earthwatch.

We are excited by the prospects of working closely  
with Earthwatch Australia to produce a range of 
compelling documentaries about the connections 
between science and the environment both here  
and around the world.

If story-telling in a visual form can combine  with 
the pressing challenges confronting the natural 
world then positive change can be accelerated to a 
larger audience. Earthwatch TV is a perfect vehicle to 
harness the power of documentary with the impact 
of citizen science and the journey to a sustainable 
planet.”

Sharon Maloney and Andrew Wiseman
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Bhive Group is delighted to be able to 
support Earthwatch in a practical way. 
We’re not scientists but we love what 
Earthwatch does in bringing science to 
the community, connecting people to the 
environment and supporting scientific 
research at the same time. 

We hope our contribution in building and 
using advances in mobile communications 
can be of direct benefit to building 
awareness and support for the Earthwatch 
Institute here in Australia.

Our support towards Earthwatch perfectly 
aligns with our commitment to ecologically 
sustainable development strategies 
and training community, Government 
and corporate 
stakeholders in 
environmental 
awareness.

Rob Gell 
Founder and 
Executive Director 

“I wanted to change the way people think about reusable products. It is my mission to encourage 
others to live more sustainably and to reduce unnecessary waste. We should all be questioning how 
and where everyday products are being produced and what environmental impact they are having.’ 

At Frank Green, our philosophy is simple; design innovative products that are stylish, functional and 
good for the environment. We believe that in this day and age, everyday products should be both 
beautiful and technologically advanced. 

Earthwatch’s mission to promote the understanding and action necessary for a sustainable 
environment by bringing together passionate and knowledgeable individuals from all walks of life is 
inspiring. By tackling environmental issues at a grass roots level through awareness and education, 
they are going straight to the cause rather than trying to mask the symptoms. 

We’ve partnered with Earthwatch because we support their citizen  
science model approach to achieving a sustainable environment.   
For each product you buy online, Frank Green donates a portion  
of the profits to Earthwatch. 

Benjamin Young, Founder and Executive Director   

MOVING WITH THE FUTURE
5 NEW & EMERGING 

PARTNERSHIPS The Amcor Earthwatch partnership has been a strong successful 
collaboration for 15 years. From the humble beginnings of Amcor here on 
Melbourne’s own Yarra River, Amcor has become one of the world’s leading 
packaging companies. Amcor’s commitment to social responsibility and 
sustainability extends throughout their operations to nearly every part of 
the globe. Our long-standing partnership is part of this commitment to 
improving Amcor’s environmental performance. 

Since 2001, 172 employees have participated in over 60 Earthwatch 
scientific research expeditions, raising the level of understanding of 
environmental issues amongst Amcor’s staff. It provides an opportunity 
to network across the company in pursuit of improved environmental 
awareness, to pursue personal and professional development, to increase 
cultural understanding and to build Amcor’s sustainability reputation in the 
wider community. Initially the partnership had a focus on climate change, 
but this has evolved over the years to encompass other environmental 
issues. Most recently this led to the inclusion of a Natural Capital 
component for selected co-workers in 2014.

This year, 15 co-workers from across the Australasian, European and 
Americas regions were selected to take part in two research projects 
focusing on ecosystem services. One team ventured into the striking Indian 
Himalayas investigating the significant issue of declining pollinator species, 
while the second team studied the impact of habitat fragmentation on 
Brazil’s savannah and Amazon rainforest regions. 

“OUR GROUP HAVE BEEN 
MOTIVATED TO APPLY FOR AN 
AMCOR COMMUNITY GRANT - A 
PROCESS WHICH I AM LEADING 
AND , IF SUCCESSFUL, WILL 
SEE BEE-HIVES, BEES, AND BEE 
FLORA GIVEN TO THE VILLAGE 
OF NASHALA. THIS WOULD BE A 
GIFT THAT CAN ‘KEEP ON GIVING’ 
LONG AFTER WE HAVE LEFT THE 
EXPEDITION AND GIVES REAL 
MEANING TO THE CORPORATE 
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN 
AMCOR AND EARTHWATCH. 
IT IS ABOUT CHANGING 
INDIVIDUALS, ENVIRONMENTS 
AND COMMUNITIES FOR THE LONG 
TERM, NOT JUST A ‘FREE HOLIDAY’ 
FOR A HANDFUL OF AMCOR  
CO-WORKERS.”

Cath Cornaggia  
Butterflies and Bees in the Indian Himalayas

AMCOR 15 YEAR PARTNERSHIP WITH EARTHWATCH AUSTRALIACASE STUDY

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT, AMCOR 
COMMITED TO STUDYING MARINE  
DEBRIS ON THE GREAT BARRIER REEF

Earthwatch Australia is honoured to have QANTAS as a new and emerging 
partner. Australia as we know is a truly unique, spectacular and ancient 
land, visited by millions of tourists from across the world every year. As 
one of the country’s largest tourism operators, Qantas is committed to 
supporting the growth of the tourism industry in an economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable manner.

Qantas is proud to promote and support Australia’s best sustainable-tourism 
operators, giving customers unique travel opportunities in conjunction with 
organisations dedicated to conserving the natural environment. In combination 
with a carbon neutral flight (facilitated through Qantas’ carbon offset program, 
Fly Carbon Neutral) Qantas customers are able to enjoy a rich and sustainable 
holiday experience that no other airline in Australia or our region provides.

In partnership with the Earthwatch Australia Institute, Qantas has launched 
a range of unique sustainable ‘voluntourism’ packages offering travellers a 
rare environmental field research experience. Alongside world-class scientists 
you will explore breathtakingly beautiful parts of Australia and contribute 
to important research through monitoring, surveying and photographing 
threatened species. Expeditions include Turtles on the Move – (One Day), 
Earthwatch Snorkel for Queensland’s Marine Mammals, Earthwatch Project 
Manta, Recovery of the Great Barrier Reef, Earthwatch Wildlife of Australia’s 
Rainforests (7 and 15 day expeditions) and Conserving Koala Country.

Through this initiative Qantas aims to highlight Australia’s diverse 
environmental and cultural heritage. Qantas customers can gain access to 
Australian Earthwatch expeditions through the Qantas store.
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EARTHWATCH 
SCIENTISTS 
PROFILE

HSBC FRESHWATER WATCHCASE STUDY

FreshWater Watch is a research project taking place in 25 cities around 
the world that will involve 100,000 people in a program to learn about 
and safeguard the quality and supply of freshwater in the future.

Participants become citizen scientists and take an active role in 
scientific data-gathering, supervised by experts, while joining a 
large global community working together to promote freshwater 
sustainability. FreshWater Watch was initiated under the HSBC Water 
Programme, a $100 million partnership with Earthwatch, WaterAid, 
and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) – three of the world’s most 
respected NGOs.

The development and delivery of the Citizen Science Leader, an 
initiative designed to train HSBC employees about the water program, 
relies upon strategic partnerships with locally-based organisations. 
Each of these organizations has local research questions that are 
dependent upon the local water challenges. We are using consistent 
methodology, strategy, and objectives to create a single, global 
database.

In Australia, Earthwatch has partnered with a scientist from the New 
South Wales Office of Environment and Heritage and academics from 
the University of New South Wales, to conduct research on peri-urban 
wetlands around Sydney. In the past 12 months, a total of 65 volunteers 
participated in 6 one day expeditions and became citizen science 
leaders.

“HSBC HAS A COMMITMENT TO INVESTING 

IN THE COMMUNITIES IN WHICH WE 

OPERATE, WITH A PARTICULAR FOCUS 

ON EDUCATION AND ENVIRONMENT. 

EARTHWATCH IS ONE OF THREE GLOBAL 

PARTNERS ON THE HSBC WATER 

PROGRAMME AND THE PARTNERSHIP 

WITH THEM ALLOWS OUR EMPLOYEES TO 

EXPERIENCE FIRST-HAND THE IMPACT OUR 

INVESTMENTS HAVE BY PARTICIPATING IN 

FIELD WORK AS CITIZEN SCIENTISTS, AS 

PART OF AN INTERNATIONAL PROJECT.

WHAT SETS EARTHWATCH APART IS THEIR 

ABILITY TO PROVIDE LOCAL CONTEXT 

WITHIN A GLOBAL PROGRAMME AND 

THE OUTSTANDING KNOWLEDGE AND 

ACCESSIBILITY THEY BRING.”

Tony Cripps, CEO for HSBC in Australia

“FANTASTIC, INFORMATIVE. BRINGS 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES TO LIFE 
FOR CITIZENS”. 

Richard, volunteer, Sydney. August 2015.

“A marine benthic ecologist with primary 
interests in the amazing biodiversity that 
can be found in our marine and estuarine 
environments”, Steve has been conducting 
research on ocean marine debris and been 
involved in several Earthwatch projects to date.

Centre for Tropical Biodiversity & Climate 
Change, College of Marine & Environmental 
Sciences ,James Cook University, Townsville, 
QLD.  Steve is the PI on Wildlife of Australia’s 
Rainforest.

Why do you do 
what you do as a 
Scientist?

I am committed to the sustainable 
management of marine biodiversity through 
the provision of objective scientific data, both 
on biodiversity and threatening processes.

The belief that we are facing the largest 
environmental issue ever and a strong belief that 
we should do everything in our power to prevent 
this catastrophe and save the biodiversity of the 
world for ourselves and future generations.

In your opinion, 
what is the most 
serious issue 
currently facing 
the environment?

Over-harvesting of resources and habitat 
modification through changing usage 
patterns and mismanagement of waste.  

Global climate change and its interactions with 
other human stresses on the environment.

What can we 
individually do 
about it?

Think about the environmental consequences 
of your everyday actions and strive to modify 
these to reduce your individual impact. 

Push and vote for strong action on mitigation of 
climate change.

How does your 
work help?

My research focuses on scientific measurement 
and monitoring of impacts: through community 
engagement I hope that this will inform and 
empower communities to make sustainable 
choices and drive political priorities.  

Identification and protection of refugia, species, 
habitats aimed at increasing future resilience 
to climate change and advising and pushing 
policy and management options that achieve 
that aim.

What do you most 
hope for in the 
future ? 

A global political climate where 
environmental issues are given greater 
priority than economic expediencies.

A global reset of attitudes and action on 
climate change.

Our gratitude to our other scientists who work tiredlessly towards a sustainable future. 
L-R: Alistair Meltzer, Cassandra Nichols (Deputy CEO Earthwatch), Lee Harrison, Dr Desley Whisson, Dr Rodney Van der Ree
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WE ASKED OUR 
SCIENTISTS 5 
HIGH PRIORITY 
QUESTIONS

PROFESSOR  
STEVE SMITH  

PROFESSOR  
STEPHEN E. WILLIAMS
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 » Scientific integrity

 » Peer reviewed field research 
methodology

 » Linking business practices to 
positive environmental outcomes

 » Examples of Natural Capital 
concepts that enrich business 
decision making

 » Global organisational reach

 » Regular research updates

 » Public acknowledgement of 
contributions

 » Opportunities for  
staff participation

 » Public recognition of  
contribution to environmental 
science and sustainability

 » Links with science and  
research institutions

 » Political neutrality

 » Taxation deductibility

 » A lasting legacy of scientific 
findings contributing to the 
sustainability of our planet

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE CRITICAL ROLE THAT 
OUR FINANCIAL BUSINESS PARTNERS PLAY 
IN MAINTAINING OUR ABILITY TO RUN OUR 
EXPEDITIONS AND RESEARCH PROGRAMS.
Business partners chose Earthwatch for a variety of reasons. 
Earthwatch offers business partners:

George Alexander came to Australia 
as a child migrant and went on to 
become a mechanic, entrepreneur, 
successful businessman and a generous 
philanthropist. In 1972 he set up an 
independent philanthropic foundation as a 
way of sharing his wealth and giving back 
to the community. Today the main focus of 
The George Alexander Foundation (GAF) is 
access to education for promising young 
people, particularly students with financial 
need and those from rural and remote 
areas. 

Generous funding from GAF has supported 
the Earthwatch Student Challenge program 
since 2011, covering the costs not only of 
student participation on expeditions but 
also all of their travel costs. This allows for 
students from regional and rural areas and 
from socio-economically disadvantaged 
areas to participate on expeditions they 
would not otherwise be able to attend. 

The aim of the partnership is:

 » To motivate future young leaders of 
Australia to enrol in science related 
tertiary education

 » Inspire students to become active 
conservation supporters 

 » To address sustainability issues in their 
own communities.

Students benefit by gaining new 
perspectives on science, meeting like-
minded peers from around Australia and 
being exposed to excellent career role 
models through some of Australia's leading 
research scientists. Students improve their 
confidence by contributing meaningfully to 
genuine scientific research while learning 
tangible research skills, leadership 
techniques and the practical application of 
science in the real world.

GEORGE ALEXANDER FOUNDATIONCASE STUDY

“I LIKE THE IDEA OF PLANTING 
SEEDS IN THE HOPE THAT 
THEY MIGHT GROW INTO 
PRETTY BIG TREES.”
George Alexander, AM

BUSINESS 
PARTNERSHIPS

Thank you

Our value proposition 
to  business partners 

can include some or all of 
these elements, depending 

on the circumstances of the 
contribution.  

We also offer the opportunity for 
staff engagement, to share in the 

exhilaration of scientific enquiry and the 
vigour of a research expedition.  

This is a way many of our partners embed 
the benefits of supporting our work within 

their own organisation.
Over the past 12 months, our business 

partners have been involved in a wide  
range of activities and their support  

ensures research into our focus are 
as can continue, for the benefit 

of  our collective knowledge and  
the increased awareness of  

those citizen scientists  who 
participate.
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Blair Swift – Volunteer & Staff

Blair started to volunteer in the Earthwatch 
office in early 2015 and then moved to an 
employment contract.

“I wanted to get involved with Earthwatch 
because of their mission and work they do 
around the world. About a year ago I started 
volunteering in communications and now am 
working for Earthwatch in finance and office 
management. It has been a very meaningful and 
dynamic experience for me and I have learned 
valuable skills I will have for the rest of my 
life. I am proud to be part of such an incredible 
organisation that is truly making an impact in the 
world, and making it a better place.”

WORKING FOR 
EARTHWATCH6
EARTHWATCH AUSTRALIA HAS A DIVERSE TEAM OF 
WORKERS WHO CONTRIBUTE TO THE ORGANISATION 
IN DIFFERENT CAPACITIES: AS EMPLOYEES, 
CONSULTANTS, INTERNS, OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 
OR STAFF ON SECONDMENTS FROM OTHER 
EARTHWATCH AFFILIATES AROUND THE WORLD.

Viki Nathan – Staff

With over 12 years of commitment, Viki is 
the longest serving employee of Earthwatch 
Australia.

What Earthwatch means to me

“My first Earthwatch experience was when I 
was working for Orica who had a partnership 
with Earthwatch Australia at the time which 
funded staff and teachers to participate on EW 
expeditions. I had never heard of EW at that time 
but the opportunity was too good to pass up. I had 
the great pleasure of contributing to research 
into the critically endangered Leadbeaters 
Possum – Victoria’s faunal emblem. I remember 
being incredibly impressed at the dedication and 
hard work shown by the scientists in all weather, 
day and night. I hadn’t realised what research 
meant – somehow I had always associated it 
with laboratories, computers and equipment. I 
discovered that for some scientists the forests, 
or oceans, or deserts of our planet are their 
laboratory.

After deciding that 15 years in the IT industry 
was enough for me and completing a Master of 
Environment Science I was fortunate to obtain 
a job in the Australian office of Earthwatch and 
I have now been here for over 12 years. To me, 
Earthwatch means the opportunity to use my 
science background to contribute to supporting 
research needed to make informed decisions 
regarding the future of our planet’s environment. 
It’s the chance to have a satisfying, meaningful 
job which I believe can be part of the solution and 
not part of the problem. It’s inspiring to work with 
so many incredibly generous volunteers who give 
their time, effort and funds to make a difference 
to something they feel passionate about. And I 
believe that with a better informed public we can 
make a difference.”

EARTHWATCH  
PERSPECTIVES

Louise Noone – Intern

Louise worked at Earthwatch as Field 
Operations Intern as part of 12-month 
internship program in partnership with the 
global student organisation AIESEC

“The internship experience at Earthwatch is 
a fantastic opportunity to gain professional 
experience at a not-for-profit organisation. 
The support offered by the team has been 
great and it has really helped me discover 
what path to take next in my career.”

Fiona Chan – Consultant

Earthwatch outsources its accounting 
services to Grant Thornton and Fiona works 
as part of their team at the Earthwatch 
office.

“In the year that I’ve worked at Earthwatch, it’s 
been an amazing experience. Not only do I get 
to work with a great group of people who are 
passionate about their jobs, but I’m supporting 
an organization whose cause I believe in.”

SUSTAINABILITY 

WORKING FOR 
EARTHWATCH

ORGANISATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
Earthwatch Australia conducts an annual Staff 
Engagement and Alignment Survey and is committed 
to translating results into greater employee 
satisfaction, performance and organisational impact. 

100% of staff think that Earthwatch contributes 
positively to the wider community.

Following the survey results from previous year,  
in 2015 Earthwatch has committed to implementing 
a new performance appraisal and staff training and 
development systems.

OUR VALUES
 » HONESTY
 » TRUST
 » EMPATHY
 » RIGOUR
 » MANNERS
 » OPENNESS
 » FOCUS

WE PROVIDE 
FRUIT FOR STAFF 

TO ENJOY

WE PROVIDE 
PLANTS FOR THE 

OFFICE SPACE

WE RECYCLE  
OUR WASTE

WE SUPPORT  
OUR STAFF 

CYCLING TO WORK

WE SOURCE RECYCLED 
MATERIALS WHEREVER 

AVAILABLE

WE USE GREEN 
ENERGY

Here at Earthwatch, we are mindful of the physical time our staff  
spend at work, in effect more than half of their waking hours.

We promote as colorful an environment as possible, with an emphasis on  
large availability of natural light, many additions of greenery to the office to  
result in a greater creative space and an added encouragement of daily morning  
tea at 10:30am to allow time for everyone to connect and be present to the combined  
efforts of our contribution to the success of Earthwatch. 

Our intention is to promote a healthier mind that has an ability to sustain itself  
throughout the day!

The Earthwatch Australia team
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7 SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS

EARTHWATCH  
KEY SERVICE  
PROVIDERS

GRANT THORNTON – ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

Grant Thornton is one of the world’s leading 
organisations of independent assurance, 
tax and advisory firms which help mid-size 
organisations unlock their potential for growth 
by providing meaningful, forward looking advice. 
More than 40,000 Grant Thornton employees, 
in over 130 countries, are focused on making 
a difference to clients, colleagues and the 
communities in which they live and work. 

Grant Thornton is committed to minimising 
their impact on the environment and society, 
and making socially responsible decisions. 
They started with small initiatives: installing 

light sensors and energy efficient globes and 
implementing sustainable procurement policies.

In recent years Grant Thornton has expanded 
their presence in the Not-For-Profit sector 
which it views as a growing segment of the 
market. This decision has also given Grant 
Thornton staff opportunities and exposure to a 
different type of client. 

“We are excited to broaden our partnership 
with Earthwatch Australia by continuing to 
deliver our existing services together with the 
provision of strategic guidance and insights to 
help Earthwatch grow for the future”. 

Craig Lawson, Partner at Grant Thornton

Earthwatch gratefully acknowledges pro bono services provided in 2014-15 by: Allens, K&L Gates, Grant Thornton, KPMG, 
Deloitte and Insync Surveys.

SERVICE PROVIDER FOCUSCASE STUDY

ACCOUNTING, AUDIT & 
FINANCIAL SERVICES

 » Grant Thornton

 » KPMG

 » Steadfast IRS

BANKING 
 » Bank Australia

 » Westpac

IT SERVICES
 » ITConnexion

LEGAL AND 
GOVERNANCE

 » Allens

 » Deloitte

 » K&L Gates

MEDIA, DESIGN  
AND PRINTING

 » Gorilla Print

 » Johanna Villani Design

 » Tribal Media

HUMAN RESOURCES
 » Insync Surveys

 » AIESEC

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT TO THE MEMBERS 
OF EARTHWATCH INSTITUTE AUSTRALIA

REPORT ON THE SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The accompanying summary financial statements, which 
comprise the statement of financial position as at 30 
September 2015, the statement of profit or loss and other 
comprehensive income, changes in equity and cash flows for 
the year then ended are derived from the audited financial 
report of Earthwatch Institute (“the Entity”) for the year ended 
30 September 2015. We expressed an unmodified audit opinion 
on that financial report in our report dated 17 December 2015. 

The summary financial statements do not contain all the 
disclosures required by the Australian Charities and Not-for-
profits Commission Act 2012 and the Australian Charities and 
Not-for-profits Commission Regulation 2013 (ACNC). Reading 
the summary financial statements, therefore, is not a 
substitute for reading the audited financial report of the Entity. 

Management’s Responsibility for the Summary Financial 
Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation of a summary 
of the audited financial report on the basis described in Note 1.

Auditors’ Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the summary 
financial statements based on our procedures, which were 
conducted in accordance with International Standard on 
Auditing (ISA) 810, “Engagements to Report on Summary 
Financial Statements.” 

Opinion 

In our opinion, the summary financial statements derived from 
the audited financial report of Earthwatch Institute for the 
year ended 30 September 2015 are consistent, in all material 
respects, with that financial report, on the basis described in 
Note 1. 

 

Adrian King 
Partner, KPMG 
Melbourne 
17 December 2015

Emperor Gum Moth
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SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

7.1

STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS AND OTHER 
COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
for the year ended 30 September 2015

2015 $ 2014 $

Revenue from ordinary activities 3,194,122 3,479,961

Interest income 61,376 66,001

3,255,498 3,545,962

Field research support (400,672) (415,846)

Program expenses (2,221,954) (2,537,926)

Fellowship and corporate engagement expenses (8,326) (9,979)

Executive and international coordination (15,306) (7,200)

Other expenses from ordinary activities (494,859)* (431,381)

Development fund expenses (40,196) -

Total expenses (3,181,313) (3,402,332)

Profit for the year 74,184 143,630

Other comprehensive income - -

Total profit and other comprehensive income 74,184 143,630

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
at 30 September 2015

2015 $ 2014 $

Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents 497,826 1,338,201

Investments 1,387,535 650,178

Trade Receivable 1,752,313 1,665,882

Other Current Asset 83,919 24,138

Total current assets 3,721,593 3,678,399

Plant and Equipment 34,584 56,793

Total non-current asset 34,584 56,793

Total assets 3,756,177 3,735,192

Liabilities

Trade and Other Payables 971,998 833,714

Provisions 46,606 44,555

Deferred Income 1,859,378 2,055,471

Total current liabilities 2,877,982 2,933,740

Provision 9,636 7,077

Total non-current liability 9,636 7,077

Total liabilities 2,887,618 2,940,817

Net assets 868,559 794,375

Members’ funds

Reserves & Development Funds 868,559 794,375

Total Members’ funds 868,559 794,375

NOTE 1: The Summary Financial Statements are directly 
extracted from the Earthwatch Institute Australia  
30 September 2015 Financial Report without modification.  
The full financial report can be downloaded from 
Earthwatch Institute Australia’s website au.earthwatch.org

*Comment from the Directors of Earthwatch  
Institute Australia: 

The major items of expenditure in Other expenses from 
ordinary activities in 2015 include business operating expenses 
of $250,265, Earthwatch Foundation expenses of $99,043 and 
in-kind professional fees of $91,428.

[This explanatory statement from the Directors of Earthwatch 
Institute Australia does not form part of the Summary Financial 
Statements and the full Financial Report 2015.]
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The past year was the second year of an ambitious 
strategic plan developed by our CEO, Professor David 
McInnes, and adopted by the Board as our vision 
of an organisation that is strategic in its support of 
high quality environmental science, altruistic toward 
public involvement with the environment through 
science and secure in its prudential and governance 
processes. The foundations of the plan have been 
well implemented and now provide a solid platform 
for continued progress. The Board has met quarterly 
as has the Finance and Risk Committee (F&RC), 
which continues to be well chaired by Colin Gomm. 
As the Chairman of the Board I continue to attend the 
Committee meetings in an ex-officio capacity. Good 
governance practice precludes a board chairman 
formally remaining a member of this Committee. 
Consequently  Board member, Megan Flynn has joined 
the F&RC. Rod Jackson, Finance Director at Bunzl 
Outsourcing Services has continued as an independent 
external member. F&RC meetings are also attended 
by our CEO and Director of Finance, Operations & 
Earthwatch TV, Dorota Laughlin. This Committee 
capably monitors the organisation’s financial health 
and has oversight of the key risks we face. This latter 
responsibility includes making an assessment of 
risks as well as recommendations to the Board for 
mitigating strategies.

Unfortunately two Directors have resigned during 
the year due to increased work pressures in their 
employment. Firstly, Dr. Josephine Lang received a 
significant promotion at Deakin University such that 
her increased responsibilities and workload precluded 

her from continuing on the Earthwatch Board. In her 
too short a time on the Board she made a valuable 
contribution, both as a Board member and as Chair 
of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC). However, 
I am delighted that Ian Woodrow, Head of School of 
Botany at the University of Melbourne has agreed to 
take on this extra responsibility. In his time on the 
Board Ian has brought his passion for and knowledge 
of science to our discussions and is an ideal successor 
to Jo as Chair of the SAC. Secondly, long serving 
Director, Andrew Grant resigned due to his focus 
upon and the growth in his environment consulting 
business. As an Earthwatch Board member since 
1998 he has made a considerable contribution and his 
experience will be sorely missed. However, we wish 
both Jo and Andrew every success. 

Given the voluntary and pro-bono nature of Board 
participation in a not-for-profit, yet one which 
carries the same legal responsibilities as for profit 
Boards, we are fortunate to continue to attract 
skilled professionals motivated by their passion for 
our mission. The Board is now actively searching for 
additional directors. This has involved an assessment 
of the diverse skills and background that would 
strengthen our current Board. 

We expect to make several appointments early in 
the New Year. I continue to express my gratitude for 
the guidance, time and commitment towards our 
organisational mission. 

Charles Macek 
Chair – Earthwatch Institute 

A MATTER OF 
GOVERNANCE

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
for the year ended 30 September 2015

Development  
Funds $

Funds in 
Reserve $

Total
$

Balance at 30 September 2012 - 363,642 363,642

Profit for the year - 287,103 287,103

Total profit and other comprehensive income for the year - 287,103 287,103

Balance at 30 September 2013 - 650,745 650,745

Profit for the year - 143,630 143,630

Total profit and other comprehensive income for the year - 143,630 143,630

Allocation to Development Fund Reserve 100,000 (100,000) -

Balance at 30 September 2014 100,000 694,375 794,375

Profit for the year - 74,184 74,184

Total profit and other comprehensive income for the year - 74,184 74,184

Allocation to (from) Development Fund Reserve (40,196) 40,196 -

Balance at 30 September 2015 59,804 808,755 868,559

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
for the year ended 30 September 2015

2015 $ 2014 $

Cash flows from operating activities

Cash receipts in the course of operations 2,911,597 3,785,098

Cash payments in the course of operations (3,068,829) (3,481,460)

Interest received 61,376 66,001

Net cash provided by/(used in) operating activities (95,856) 369,639

Cash flows from investing activities

Investment in term deposits (737,357) (650,178)

Payments for plant & equipment (7,162) (1,633)

Net cash used in investing activities (744,519) (651,812)

Net decrease in cash held (840,375) (282,172)

Cash at beginning of financial year 1,338,201 1,620,373

Cash at end of the financial year 497,826 1,338,201
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BOARD AND  
COMMITTEES

SCIENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Prof. Ian Woodrow – Chair Ex-Officio:

Prof. David Booth Prof. David Mcinnes

Diana Jones Cassandra Nichols

Prof. Nancy Longnecker Justin Foster

Dr Martine Maron

Prof. Stephen Williams

FINANCE AND RISK COMMITTEE
Colin Gomm – Chair Ex-Officio:

Megan Flynn Prof. David Mcinnes

Rod Jackson Dorota Laughlin

Charles Macek

EARTHWATCH FOUNDATION  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Heather Campbell Ex-Officio:

Clare Cannon Prof. David McInnes 

William Crothers Michelle Joy

Rob Gell

Rosie Syme

Terri Ward 

Philip Weickhardt

MARKETING ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Suzanne Harter Ex-Officio:

Charles Macek Prof. David McInnes 

Gary Max Cassandra Nichols

Caroline Pitcher 

Darrell Wade 

EARTHWATCH STAFF
Prof. David Mcinnes Chief Executive Officer

Cassandra Nichols Deputy Ceo And Director Of Programs

Justin Fosters Director Of Science

Michelle Joy Director Of Earthwatch Foundation

Dorota Laughlin Director Of Finance, Operations &  
 Earthwatch Tv And Company Secretary

Kate Aubrey Marketing And Public Program Manager

Karolina Kulewicz Communications And Logistics Intern

Viki Nathan Corporate Engagement Manager

Louise Noone Field Operations Intern

Ari Panagiotou Portfolio Manager

Bruce Paton Program Manager, Bush Blitz

Blair Swift Administrative Support Assistant 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Charles Macek - Chair   
Appointed: 1 March 2011

Colin Gomm  
Appointed: 17 November 2008

Chris Schulz  
Appointed: 21 January 2011 

Dr Neil Byron  
Appointed: 4 May 2010

Megan Flynn 
Appointed:13 March 2014

BE AN 
EARTHWATCHER
CONTACT US
Earthwatch Institute Australia 

Phone:  03 9016 7590

Email:  earth@earthwatch.org.au 

Web:  www.earthwatch.org.au 

Mail:  126 Bank Street, South Melbourne, VIC 3205

This Annual Report is available to download  
from Earthwatch Australia’s website:

http://au.earthwatch.org/about/annual-report 
or for your own hard copy, please call 03 9016 7590

Prof. Ian Woodrow  
Appointed: 12 December 2013

Heather Campbell  
Appointed: 15 January 2007

FOLLOW US
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This report has been printed on 100% recycled paper that is certified to 
Environmental Management System Standard ISO 14001:2004

This document has been printed with vegetable-based inks to not only benefit the 
recycling process, but emitting fewer emissions during the production process, 
reducing costs, as well as Earthwatch maintaining organisational integrity to be 
practising sustainable operations wherever possible.

ISO 14001

CERTIFIED ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Disclaimer

Every effort has been made to ensure this publication is free from error and/or omission at 
the date of printing. The authors and any person involved in preparing this publication take 
no responsibility for loss occasioned to any person or organisation acting or refraining 
from action as a result of information contained in this publication. Information 
contained in this report is accurate as at 30 September 2015, unless specifically 
stated otherwise. Changes to staff and board members after this date are not 
reflected in this annual report.


