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Barbara Walters best interview tips 
1. Being a good listener isn’t enough.

Walters disagrees with the commonly held belief that the art of a great conversation is to simply listen to the 
other person and to prod them along with short questions. Walters believes that “a conversation, even a brief 
one, should have all the best features of any functioning human relationship, and that means genuine interest 
on both sides, opportunity and respect for both to express themselves, and some dashes of tact and 
perception.” 

2. Make yourself truly interested in your guest.

Walters states that if you find someone boring, it is probably your own fault as the interviewer. Barbara 
quotes Dr. Eric Fromm in her book (mentioned below) – “Being interested makes one interesting”. 

3. Care about your guests.

Walters wants to have a nice human interaction with all of her guests. She wants her guests to feel safe and 
comfortable. This doesn’t mean that she avoids asking them tough questions but that she makes them feel 
like the conversation is a fair conversation. 

Barbara’s book: How to Talk to Practically Anybody about Practically Anything 

Amazon Link 

Amazon Review Summary: 4.3/5 stars 

Reader consensus: great for journalists or for anyone who is trying to improve his conversation skills. Still very 
much applies to today even though it was written in 1970. 

Readers frequently mention that this book taught them how to have a great conversation with a celebrity 
about something different than the celebrity’s profession. For example, Walters mentions an example of when 
she interviewed a world leader. Barbara did a lot of research and found out that this leader was really 
interested in gardening. Walters asked the leader about gardening and had a fantastic conversation as a 
result. 

Master Interviewer Tips

http://www.amazon.com/Talk-Practically-Anybody-About-Anything/dp/038500057X/?tag=braipick-20


Oprah Winfrey’s best interview tips

1. Put yourself in the shoes of your audience.

Oprah’s authenticity shows through because she is truly interested in her content. Oprah states that she has 
always understood that there is no difference between Oprah and her audience – “At times, I have had better 
shoes. But at the core — at the core of what really matters — we were the same. I mean, the secret of that 
show for 25 years is that people could see themselves in me.” 

2. Pursue topics that you are passionate about.

“Early on in her career, Oprah asked, “How can I be of service? How can I use television as a service?” Her 
dedication to the causes in which she believes and the passion which she appeals to her audience for support 
has set her apart from other television personalities.” 

3. Set yourself apart from your competition.

When the Oprah Winfrey show was first launched it followed the same model as the other day time talk shows 
with trashy topics used to grab attention. This all changed in the 1990s when Oprah started to focus on 
spiritual values, self-help and healthy living. Not only did this set Oprah apart from her competition – it let her 
be more authentic because she could focus on topics which were meaningful to her. 

 Oprah’s Book: What I know for Sure 

*Note: This isn’t a book purely on journalism but it appears that it does give you some insight into her style. 

Amazon link 

Amazon review summary: 4.7/5 stars 

Reader consensus: excellent and inspirational. Readers enjoy the series of short essays that Oprah has put 
together which tell Oprah’s most important life lessons. 

Links: 

Stanford business article on Oprah putting herself in the shoes of her audience 

http://www.drew.edu/news/2014/04/04/barbara-walters-tip-on-interviewing-for-heavens-sake-listen
http://www.amazon.com/What-Know-Sure-Oprah-Winfrey-ebook/dp/B00J6UKBPE/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1420225494&sr=1-1&keywords=what+i+know+for+sure
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/insights/oprah-winfrey-align-your-personality-your-purpose


Larry King’s best interview tips

1. Don’t say “I”.

Larry’s top tip is to take yourself as the host out of the interview. Larry believes that your audience will begin 
to fatigue if the host talks about himself too much. He says that it makes a better interview if the interview 
focuses squarely on the guest. 

2. Ask Short and Simple Questions.

Larry states that questions like Who? What? Where? When? work very well. They help center the interview on 
your guest because they let your guest speak and they make it easy for them answer. King says not to make 
the mistake of making a statement — worse yet, a long rambling statement – and then asking “what do you 
think of that?” 

3. Be curious and go in wanting to learn from your guest.

King took this to heart so much that he often would not research his guests before his interviews so that he 

could be fresh and learn from his guests

Larry’s Book: How to Talk to Anyone, Anytime, Anywhere: The Secrets of Good Communication 

Amazon link 

Amazon Review Summary: 3.5/5 stars 

The reader consensus is that Larry is too broad with his recommendations and that his book reads more like 
an autobiography than a manual on how to do better interviews. 

Links: 

George Washington University Interview 

Blog article on Larry King’s advice on conversations 

http://www.amazon.com/Talk-Anyone-Anytime-Anywhere-Communication/dp/0517884534/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1420056604&sr=8-1&keywords=larry+king
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGlzAYHXCLc
http://www.budbilanich.com/larry-kings-advice-on-conversations/


Katie Couric’s best interview tips

1. Always remember you’re serving your audience.

Your top goal as the interviewer is to deliver your guest’s message to your audience. You should do 
all that you can to make the interview accessible for your audience. Couric also says that you should 
put any self-aggrandizing aside and only focus on delivering your guest’s message. 

2. Meet your guest’s energy level.

Couric states that matching your guest’s energy level will make your guest more comfortable and will 
give you a better interview as a result. For podcasting this could be done with speaking speed and 
volume. 

3. Be flexible in your interview.

Be prepared to go in any direction in your interview. Couric recommends that you pursue the most 
interesting points that a guest brings up even if you haven’t prepared for it or you haven’t gotten to 
all of your interview questions. 

Katie’s Book: The Best Advice I Ever got 

*Note: This isn’t a book purely on journalism but it appears that it does give you some insight into 
her style. 

Amazon link 

Amazon review summary: 4.4/5 stars 

Reader consensus: Very inspiring to hear advice on living your best life from not only Katie Couric but 
from very successful people like Jimmy Carter and Michael J Fox. 

Links: 

Blogger top 6 interview tips including some from Katie Couric 

http://www.amazon.com/Best-Advice-Ever-Got-Extraordinary/dp/0812982584/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1420481893&sr=1-1&keywords=katie+couric
https://blog.bufferapp.com/6-powerful-communication-tricks-from-some-of-the-worlds-best-interviewers



