“Most of our divorcing couples come to us
because they’ve heard that divorce mediation
is less costly and faster than traditional divorce.
In the end they find that the great benefits of
mediation are the lower level of emotional
stress and the increased level of self-worth
each spouse experiences through cooperative
participation in a positive, intelligent process.”
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The Civil Alternative
Replacing the traditional
adversarial divorce with a less
stressful, faster, and less costly
cooperative divorce process.
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The Advantages of Divorce Mediation…
• It is a much less stressful emotional experience than
the traditional divorce process.

The Mediators
Bruce D. Clarkin has completed more than 400 divorce mediations since
1989. He is also a practicing attorney with 28 years of experience in family law.
Mr. Clarkin holds a Masters Degree in Marriage and Family Therapy and is certified by the Massachusetts Council of
Family Mediators. He has lectured
extensively and facilitated numerous
seminars on the topic of divorce mediation, and was named one of the “Best
Lawyers in America” in the area of
Family Law.

Divorce Mediation
The practice of divorce mediation is a rapidly growing alternative
to the traditional, adversarial approach to divorce. In place of two
attorneys, each representing the separate interests of a spouse in a
contest of wills, an experienced certified mediator guides the
divorcing couple through a negotiated settlement. A child parenting plan, support obligations, health insurance, and the disposition
of assets and liabilities are decided in a cooperative, civilized and
efficient process.
Your divorce mediator’s professional skills, experience, and
neutral stance will help you negotiate a settlement that is fair,
responsible, and long-lasting.
Divorce is seldom easy. Mediation is your opportunity to negotiate
a divorce settlement that works for each spouse and for the
children. It is your civil alternative to the often emotionally
devastating and financially draining adversarial divorce process.

Kathleen A. Townsend, a practicing
family law attorney for more than 20
years, is also a licensed clinical social
worker and experienced teacher. She
has been mediating family and divorce
matters for over ten years and is certified by the Massachusetts Council on
Family Mediation. She is a frequent
presenter at mediation workshops and
family law seminars and is active in
leadership positions in local and state
mediation organizations.
Michael A. Frazee has been a practicing family law attorney for over 20 years.
He is a member of the Children’s Law Project and regularly represents children
in high conflict cases. He has served as a Guardian Ad Litem in custody and
visitation cases for over 15 years. Michael has been mediating family and
divorce issues for over 10 years. He is a member of the Academy of Professional
Family Mediators and he has been a frequent panelist for a variety of family law
seminars sponsored by Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education.

Working together with a skilled mediator in a negotiation process
results in much less animosity and ill will than the protracted
confrontation that often occurs between adversarial lawyers and their
clients. The shortened time duration of the process as well as the
considerably lower cost of mediation, also contribute to a lower level of
emotional stress.
• Divorce Mediation is much less expensive and faster than the
traditional divorce process.
The divorcing couple pays one mediator instead of two attorneys.
Also, having both parties together during mediation sessions
dramatically shortens the process and the billable time of the mediator.
The cost of divorce mediation is, on average, 40 – 60% lower than the
cost of a traditional divorce.
• Divorce Mediation is better for the children.
The divorcing parents remain in charge of their children’s
interests and needs, and are able to construct a cooperative parenting
plan without turning the children’s futures over to judges and lawyers.

Comments from
letters sent to the
Divorce Mediation
Group by former
clients:
“… we couldn’t have done it without you.
Things are good with no regrets.”
“I never thought that my divorce could be
mediated. I still can’t believe how much
better things are now. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart.”
“Thank you for all of your help in mediating our divorce. It turned out much better
than I ever thought it could.”
“…the kids are finally back on track
now that we have a parenting plan that’s
working for us.”
“Your help in keeping us headed in the
right direction, even when we were having
trouble, really meant a lot to me.”

• It is a more private and confidential process.
Private lives and family finances are not paraded
before the public.
• It is a more positive personal experience
for the divorcing individuals than the adversarial
divorce process.
Mediation is a cooperative exercise in
responsible problem solving that calls upon the
best attributes of each partner to build an
agreement rather than tear down a marriage.
• Divorce Mediation results in a
lower rate of relitigation.
Mediated settlements are more comprehensive and
cooperative in nature, producing a much higher rate
of compliance by both parties, and a lower rate of
expensive relitigation.

“Thank you for your patience at the beginning when we were not being very cooperative. I am so glad we stayed with it.”
Call the Divorce Mediation Group
or visit our web site to make an
appointment for a no-obligation
orientation meeting with a divorce
mediator. Both spouses must be
present and there is no fee for the
initial consultation.
Springfield office: (413) 733-4444
Northampton office: (413) 585-0977
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