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Oregon Government Ethics Commission Complaint Against Rep. Knute Buehler for failing 

to disclose income and payments from contractors and companies that do business with the 

state of Oregon and are affected by legislation.  

 

Under ORS Chapter 244, Representative Knute Buehler was required to file Statements of 

Economic Interest in 2014, 2015 and 2016 (each covering the previous calendar year). As a 

candidate and as an elected official, Rep. Buehler failed to disclose substantial income and 

honoraria from multiple businesses that clearly meet the Oregon Government Ethics 

Commission (OGEC) reporting standards. Those standards dictate that candidates and officials 

must disclose “all honoraria and other items allowed under ORS 244.042 with a value exceeding 

$15,” as well as payments from any business “that did business with, or reasonably could be 

expected to do business with, or had a legislative or administrative interest in the public body [he 

serves].”1 

 

According to biographical information on the website for The Center, an Orthopedic and 

Neurosurgical Care and Research facility in Bend where Buehler practices medicine, “Dr. 

Buehler is a leading consultant for Stryker Corporation, a Fortune 500 company, designing 

artificial joints, developing software, and assisting with business development.”2 Buehler has 

served as a consultant with Stryker since at least 2000 and has been featured in Stryker annual 

reports, and has conducted lectures, demonstrations, and international medical trips on Stryker’s 

behalf.3 

 

Stryker Corporation is also a contractor with the State of Oregon and could be expected to have 

legislative interests. It currently has a $150,000 contract with the Department of Corrections to 

provide “power ambulance cots” and has contracted with the state since at least 2010.4 

                                                      
1 ORS 244.060  

(7) All honoraria and other items allowed under ORS 244.042 with a value exceeding $15 that 
are received by the public official, candidate or member of the household of the public official or 
candidate during the preceding calendar year, the provider of each honorarium or item and the date 
and time of the event for which the honorarium or item was received. 
       (8) The name, principal address and brief description of each source of income exceeding an 
aggregate amount of $1,000, whether or not taxable, received by the public official or candidate, or a 
member of the household of the public official or candidate, during the preceding calendar year, if the 
source of that income is derived from an individual or business that has a legislative or administrative 
interest or that has been doing business, does business or could reasonably be expected to do business 
with the governmental agency of which the public official holds, or the candidate if elected would hold, 
an official position or over which the public official exercises, or the candidate if elected would exercise, 
any authority. [1974 c.72 §5; 1975 c.543 §4; 1987 c.566 §11; 1991 c.770 §7; 1993 c.743 §12; 2003 c.14 
§116; 2007 c.877 §19; 2009 c.68 §6; 2015 c.620 §5] 
 
2 https://www.thecenteroregon.com/doctors-surgeons/orthopedic-surgery/knute-buehler-md/ 
 
3 http://www.stryker.com/2008/stories/story2.php 
 
4 http://www.oregon.gov/transparency/Pages/contracts.aspx#ORPIN_-
_Contracts_Report_(Data_Viewer) 

https://www.thecenteroregon.com/doctors-surgeons/orthopedic-surgery/knute-buehler-md/
http://www.stryker.com/2008/stories/story2.php
http://www.oregon.gov/transparency/Pages/contracts.aspx#ORPIN_-_Contracts_Report_(Data_Viewer)
http://www.oregon.gov/transparency/Pages/contracts.aspx#ORPIN_-_Contracts_Report_(Data_Viewer)
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Based on data compiled from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Open Payment 

Program, which is designed to give the public full information about how much money 

physicians receive from the pharmaceutical industry and medical device companies, it is clear 

that Rep. Buehler failed to disclose payments he has received from Stryker as well as Pfizer, a 

pharmaceutical company. The data is compiled and made available to the public each year at 

https://www.cms.gov/openpayments/. 

 

According to OpenPaymentsData.CMS.gov: 

 

• In 2013, Rep. Buehler received 13 payments totaling $15,854.98 from Stryker 

Corporation in consulting fees, associated research travel and lodging and food and 

beverage. Consulting fees alone totaled $12,250. All payments were made directly to 

Buehler, not a third party or any of the companies he controls.5 

• In 2014, Rep. Buehler received 39 payments totaling $52,367.38 from Stryker 

Corporation in consulting fees, associated research, travel and lodging and food and 

beverage. Consulting fees alone totaled $35,250. All payments were made directly to 

Buehler, not a third party or any of the companies he controls .6 

• In 2014, Rep. Buehler received $1,000 from Pfizer Inc. for “compensation for services 

other than consulting, including serving as faculty or as a speaker at a venue other than a 

continuing education program.” The payment was made directly to Buehler, not a third 

party or any of the companies he controls.7 

• In 2015, Rep. Buehler received 16 payments totaling $27,723.98 from Stryker 

Corporation in consulting fees, associated research, travel and lodging and food and 

beverage. Consulting fees alone totaled $17,000. All payments were made directly to 

Buehler, not a third party or any of the companies he controls. 8 

 

None of the payments above are included in Rep. Buehler’s Statements of Economic Interest for 

2014, 2015 or 2016.9 

 

                                                                                                                                                                           
 
5 Stryker Corporation consulting fee payments to Knute Carl Buehler of $10,500 on 10/17/2013 and 
$1,750 on 10/24/2013 https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/physician/200979/payment-information 
 
6 Stryker Corporation consulting fee payments to Knute Carl Buehler of $2,000 on 1/30/2014, $12,750 
on 2/24/2014, $7,500 on 5/15/2014, $10,500 on 7/10/2014, $2,500 on 7/10/2014 
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/physician/200979/payment-information 
 
7 Pfizer compensation to Knute Buehler of $1,000 on 10/24/2014 that appears to be honoraria 
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/physician/200979/payment-information 

 
8 Stryker Corporation consulting fee payments to Knute Carl Buehler of $5,500 on 11/05/2015 and 
$11,500 on 12/10/2015 https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/physician/200979/payment-information 
 
9 Statements of Economic Interest for Knute Buehler attached for 2014, 2015 and 2016 

https://www.cms.gov/openpayments/
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/physician/200979/payment-information
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/physician/200979/payment-information
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/physician/200979/payment-information
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/physician/200979/payment-information
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The requirements of ORS Chapter 244 are clear and were well known to Rep. Buehler as a 

candidate and a State Representative. At the same time, he had significant motivation to hide his 

financial relationship with Stryker Corporation given the potential damage to his campaign. 

Stryker Corporation had recently agreed to pay the Securities and Exchange Commission $13.2 

million for violating the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, after making payments of more than $2.2 

million to doctors, health care professionals and government employees.10 In November of 2014, 

Stryker also agreed to pay at least $1.4 billion to settle thousands of lawsuits by US patients who 

had surgeries to revise problematic Stryker hip replacements.11 

 

As a result, we contend that as a candidate for the state legislature, Rep. Buehler knowingly and 

purposely hid his financial relationship with Stryker Corporation fearing that his campaign 

would be damaged by being associated with a company. 

 

Rep. Buehler is also a paid member of the Board of Directors of St. Charles Health System in 

Bend. 12 St. Charles has at least three contracts with the State of Oregon, and Buehler will be 

crafting and voting on legislation that affects St. Charles.13  

 

• While Rep. Buehler’s 2015 and 2016 Statements of Economic Interest do list St. Charles 

as a “service fee of more than $1,000,” his 2014 statement does not. In 2013, Rep. 

Buehler received $12,500 as a paid member of the St. Charles board that should have 

been reported on his 2014 SEI.14 

 

These conflicts and failures to disclose deserve a rapid and comprehensive investigation by 

OGEC. I appreciate the Commission’s immediate attention to Rep. Buehler’s apparent violation 

of Oregon ethics laws. 

 

 

 

                                                      
10 http://www.policymed.com/2013/12/stryker-corp-pays-132-million-to-sec-to-settle-fcpa-
allegations.html 
 
11 https://www.law360.com/articles/874540/stryker-adds-patients-to-1b-hip-implant-settlement 
 
12 http://www.bendbulletin.com/health/2130403-151/st-charles-among-few-oregon-hospitals-that-pay 
 
13 http://www.oregon.gov/transparency/Pages/contracts.aspx#ORPIN_-
_Contracts_Report_(Data_Viewer) 
14 IRS Form 990 St. Charles Health System Inc. 2013 

http://www.policymed.com/2013/12/stryker-corp-pays-132-million-to-sec-to-settle-fcpa-allegations.html
http://www.policymed.com/2013/12/stryker-corp-pays-132-million-to-sec-to-settle-fcpa-allegations.html
https://www.law360.com/articles/874540/stryker-adds-patients-to-1b-hip-implant-settlement
http://www.bendbulletin.com/health/2130403-151/st-charles-among-few-oregon-hospitals-that-pay
http://www.oregon.gov/transparency/Pages/contracts.aspx#ORPIN_-_Contracts_Report_(Data_Viewer)
http://www.oregon.gov/transparency/Pages/contracts.aspx#ORPIN_-_Contracts_Report_(Data_Viewer)

