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13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
14 Let all that you do be done in love.  1 Corinthians 16:13-14

If  I speak in the tongues of  men and of  angels, but have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if  I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if  I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If  I give away 
all I have, and if  I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love,
I gain nothing.
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 
or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will 
pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish 
ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of 
these is love.  1 Corinthians 13
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READING PLAN
Mon: Ephesians 5:1-21

Tue: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8
Wed: 1 John 4:7-21

Thu: Colossians 3:1-17
Fri: John 15: 12-17

Sat: Matthew 5:44-48

PASSIVITY

AGGRESSION

LOVE

is holding back your strength for self-preservation.

is expressing your strength for self-gratification.

is leveraging your strength for others through self-sacrifice.

If you are thinking “I need to be more loving”…
what you really need is more Jesus.
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Beloved, let us love one another, 
for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of  
God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not know 
God, because God is love.
1 John 4:7-8

We love because he first loved us.  
1 John 4:19

Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down his 
life for his friends.  John 15:13

But the fruit of  the Spirit 
is love… Galatians 5:22

but God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8

In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.
1 John 4:10



Continued

SCRIPTURE

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 
it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.

DISCOVER

How can I be a warrior and love at the same time?

DEEPEN

We now know, or should know, to be watchful; that the Lion, the Devil is 
prowling. We also have been shown how to be and act like a man, God’s 
man, and to be strong by putting on the whole armor of God. Now let’s 
talk about love.

First Corinthians 13 is known as the “Love Chapter” in God’s Word. If you 
have been to as many weddings as I have, you no doubt are very familiar 
with this passage of scripture. Kind of odd, isn’t it? After putting on all of 
this armor and being prepared as a warrior, the Apostle Paul now speaks 
of love as the greatest gift of the Holy Spirit who indwells each believer.
As believers, love is more important than any of the spiritual gifts available 
to us. In the long run, great faith, acts of dedication or sacrifice and 
miracle-working power produce very little without love. 
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Our society confuses love and lust. True love, God-like love, is directed 
outward toward others, not inward toward ourselves. It goes totally against 
the grain of our natural inclination. It is the utterly unselfish love that Christ 
modeled for us throughout His time on the earth and giving of Himself for 
us. Only with the power of the Holy Spirit inside us can we set aside our 
own desires and instincts so that we can love while expecting nothing in 
return. The more we become like Christ, the more we are able to show love 
to others, even if undeserved.

How in the world can we become like Christ? Remain in God’s Word daily, 
pray and ask the Holy Spirit to create this kind of unselfish love within you. 
Pray for guidance and ask to be shown opportunities to love and serve not 
only those who you love, but also those who give you absolutely no reason 
to love them. This cannot be accomplished naturally; it can only come from 
communion with God. 

Let’s man up. Show those women in your life what a true man of God 
looks like, acts like, talks like and walks like. To your wife, your mom, 
your sisters--whomever those ladies might be--be the real deal in Christ, 
honoring Him first and then them! Let’s make a difference in the name of 
Jesus Christ.

PRAYER

Father God, you alone know our hearts. In the name of your mighty Son 
and our Savior Jesus Christ I pray that you would give me a heart for you 
and your people, a craving for your Word and a hunger to pray. Keep me 
strong in the faith, make me a mighty warrior for you but at the same time 
the supernatural ability to love others, especially those that we may see as 
unlovable.. When I doubt, remind me that the very Spirit that raised Christ 
from the dead indwells even me! I pray that you would guard our hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. You are not unselfish with your love; help us not 
to be unselfish with ours. In the precious name of Jesus, Amen.


