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13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
14 Let all that you do be done in love.  1 Corinthians 16:13-14

17 And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples 
aside, and on the way he said to them, 18 “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem. And the Son of  Man will be delivered over to the chief 
priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death 19 and deliver 
him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and 
he will be raised on the third day.” 20 Then the mother of  the sons 
of  Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him 
she asked him for something. 21 And he said to her, “What do you 
want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of  mine are to sit, 
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 22 Jesus 
answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am to drink? ”They said to him, “We are able.” 23 He 
said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand 
and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared by my Father.” 24 And when the ten heard it, they were 
indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and 
said, “You know that the rulers of  the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among 
you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 
27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as 
the Son of  Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”  Matthew 20 17-28
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READING PLAN
Mon: Matthew 20
Tue: John 13:1-30
Wed: John 3:22-35

Thu: 2 Corinthians 12:5-12
Fri: Luke 14:7-24
Sat: Acts 4:32-35

A STRONG MAN...
... is a “sabbathed” man – v 20-21

... is a persevering man – v 22

... is a humble man – v 23

... is a serving man

True strength is not found in position, 
possessions, or power but in the 
PERSON and work of Jesus.
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When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 
palace, his goods are safe;  Luke 11:21

For when I am weak, then I am strong.
2 Corinthians 12:10b

Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, 
and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God

is with you wherever you go.  Joshua 1:9 
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SCRIPTURE

Matthew 20:21-22 
And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that 
these two sons of  mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your kingdom.” Jesus answered, “You do not know what 
you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” 
They said to him, “We are able.”

DISCOVER

God gives us all special gifts and talents, and the places to 
use them. Is our spot not big enough for us? Do we want 
recognition as being better than those around us? Are our 
gifts not to our satisfaction or not the ones we want? Are 
we even using our gifts and talents?

DEEPEN

Salome, the mother of John and James, in misguided ambition for her 
two sons requests special seating in the kingdom. Her request was for the 
kingdom here on earth that she thought Jesus was going to establish soon.

MEN'S DEVOTIONAL
By Dr. Paul Larson, Elder at The Church of Eleven22



Men, note Jesus did not reject the appeal with harsh words, He did not 
rebuke her, but accepted the request and turned it into a question with the 
proper orientation time and place of the Kingdom. May we handle what 
seems to be pointless, even dumb questions with gentle acceptance and soft 
answers and corrections. We would do well to follow the example of Jesus.

To follow Him, we need the spiritual resources God has placed at our 
disposal! We are enabled believers by empowerment from the Holy Spirit 
whose power is available always within our daily life. This is promised in 
Ephesians 3:20-21, “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.”

He created and formed us to do the good works, not willy-nilly good 
works, but ones for the Kingdom He has prepared for us as promised in 
Ephesians 2:10. Are not these works ones we had better be doing?

PRAYER

Too often I place my wants and anticipate my needs beyond Your plan for 
me, which You prepared beforehand. Oh, how I have grieved You, Lord, 
in failing to utilize the spiritual dynamic You have made available to me. 
I pray Your will be done in my life and may I move away from my will be 
done. In the strong name of Jesus, we come to You. Amen


