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Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men,
be strong. 14 Let all that you do be done in love.
1 Corinthians 16:13-14
13

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt
you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he
cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm
in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood
throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered
a little while, the God of all grace, who has called
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.
11
To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
1 Peter 5:6-11
6
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THE POINT
THE REBELLIOUS PERSON
follows their own desires and ends up,
despite some fun, being devoured.

THE RELIGIOUS PERSON
follows their rules and ends up,
despite their effort, being devoured.

THE GOSPEL CENTERED PERSON
follows Christ the victor and ends up,
despite our hardship, in victory.

READING PLAN
Mon: 1 Peter 5:6-11
Tue: Matthew 4:1-25
Wed: James 4:1-10
Thu: Proverbs 16:18, Proverbs 12:15
Fri: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15
Sat: Proverbs 13:4, Colossians 3:23
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MEN'S DEVOTIONAL
By Lars Petersen, Elder at The Church of Eleven22

SCRIPTURE
1 Peter 5: 8-9
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him,
firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are
being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.

DISCOVER
Brothers in Christ, why do we sometimes get so distant from
God that we lose sight of the relationship God desires most
with us?

DEEPEN
Be sober-minded; be watchful because we, as the body of believers, must
be vigilant in our walk with Christ. The devil prowls around like a roaring
lion knowing that he will distract us, make us busy or deceive us into sin.
He will use our trials and times of struggle to create fear in our hearts. The
devil is an expert at separating us from the one thing God desires most
from each of us, a personal relationship with Him.
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There is good news, an assurance that we will be guarded by God’s power.
We do not need to fear the devil for the Lord has given us the power
through the Holy Spirit to stand firm in our faith. The work has been done
on the cross and the empty tomb is the proof. Stand firm in your faith,
resting in God’s strength not our own. Resist Satan’s cunning attacks and
deception, pay attention, be watchful, and run to your Heavenly Father
often.
In Romans 8:15 it clarifies, “For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by
whom we cry, Abba! Father!” Men, let’s deepen our relationship with Jesus
Christ, desperately pursuing Him with time and devotion, prayer and trust,
being totally dependent on God. Our richest duty is to be in relationship
with Jesus Christ.

PRAYER
Father, take off our shackles of performance and the need to live up to the
standards of this broken world. Let us know deep in our hearts that there is
nothing that we can do to make you love us more and that there is nothing
we have done that can make you love us less! Father, there is no privilege,
prestige or power that could compare to a consuming passion for Jesus
Christ. Thank you for the cross, for loving us first and for your perfect plan.
In the strong name of Jesus Christ, amen.

