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I'm retired from a 43+ year career as a telecom-
munications engineer. I've been a woodworker for 
most of my life. After building furniture for many 
years, I started woodturning in 2000. As it is with 
most woodworkers who attempt woodturning, I 
stopped building furniture and now exclusively turn 
wood. Most of the wood I turn 
is from the Atlanta area. This 
wood generally comes from 
trees downed in storms or 
from tree removals and 
would otherwise be headed 

to landfills or chippers. I also like to turn exotic 
woods and burls.  No two pieces of wood are alike 
and it's not until I start turning a piece when the 

wood reveals its hidden 
beauty. I turn many types of 
forms and objects including 
bowls, platters, hollow 
forms, goblets, boxes, pepper mills, wine bottle 
stoppers, pens, etc., but my main focus is on hol-
low forms. I also like to embellish my turnings by 
piercing, burning, coloring, carving, and texturing. 

Lately, I've been focused on the "basket illusion" where a turned piece 
attempts to resemble woven basketry. I enjoy demonstrating at 
woodturning clubs and teaching.  All in all, I'm just having fun. I work in 
my studio located in the basement of my home in Dunwoody, GA. I'm an 
active member of the Georgia Association of Woodturners, Atlanta 

Woodturners Guild, and the 
American Association of 
WoodturnersΦ  

Check out the website Events Calendar for all upcoming activities at the Learning Center 
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Presidentôs Letter  
Winter has finally given way to spring and to the beauty of all the flowering trees in the 
area.  Even more indicative of this wonderful season is the thousands of runners who 
came to town to participate in the "Flying Pig" races during the weekend.  And, as 
always, this is a great time to get out and collect some wood for turning.   
 

Those who attended the monthly meeting in April and/or one the classes with Graeme 
and Melissa Priddle were treated to a unique experience.  They shared many 
techniques for surface enhancements using burning, carving, and coloring.  If you 

haven't yet tried these in your shop I hope you will do so soon. These techniques will help you to 
give your turned pieces a new look - one that will amaze your friends and family.  
 

Hot on the heels of the Priddles, we are bringing in another demonstrator who I think will amaze you 
with his "basket illusions".  During our May monthly meeting (May 19) Harvey Meyer will be 
demonstrating how he accomplishes his impressive designs.  He will also conduct a hands-on class 
on Sunday (May 20) and follow this with a three-day class (May 21-23). These classes are now open 
for registration so I hope you will sign up soon (www.ovwg.org). Early registration will assure that we 
know how many students to plan for. 
 

The specifications for this year's June contest are very simple.  To participate all you have to do is 
turn a beautiful creation that will fit inside a 6 inch cube (6" X 6" X 6").  The only limitation to this 
piece is your imagination and turning skills. Give it a try!   Ribbons will be awarded for all three levels 
as well as for best of contest. 
 

One of our long term members, Paul Maue, died in September of 2016.  Paul was an active member 
who often participated in Guild demonstrations in the community.  Prior to our 2017 symposium, 
Paul's wife Sharon, donated a large supply of wood to the Guild that was auctioned off during the 
symposium with the understanding that the proceeds were to be used for wood tuning scholarships 
for members.  I am pleased to report that funds from the auction of this material allowed the Guild to 
fund four scholarships for $375.00 each.  Recipients of these scholarships are: John Shannon, Mary 
Carol Meinken, John Jackobs, and Joseph Waldmann.  They are to be used for classes taught in the 
Learning Center by visiting, professional turners.  I hope you will join me in thanking Sharon Maue 
for this wonderful gift.  I am certain Paul would be very pleased about the use of the funds. 
 

For many years it has been customary that Board members were not required to pay the fee for 
monthly meetings.  The reason for this small perk is to recognize the many hours that Board 
members put in to make this organization what it is today.  No one seems to remember exactly when 
this practice began.  It also appears that it was never approved by the membership and not included 
in the Bylaws.  I personally feel that this fee waiver is a token of appreciation that gives some 
recognition of what Board members do and may be a small incentive for members to consider Board 
Service.  In order to formalize this custom, during the meeting in May I will be asking you to vote on  
a change to the Bylaws which authorizes a waiver of the meeting fee for Board members.  
 

During the April Meeting I announced that the refrigerator in the Learning Center had stopped 
working and asked if anyone had a replacement they would like to donate. I am pleased to let you 
know that Jerry Rymarquis quickly made an offer of a 25.2 cubic foot side by side refrigerator/
freezer.  It is now installed in the LC.  Please help me thank Jerry for his generosity.  I also want to 
mention that John Glessner made a similar offer a little bit later.  It is members like Jerry and John 
(and we have many of them) that make this Guild an organization we can all be proud of. 
 

In past summers the OVWG Board has sanctioned several home shop visits.  These involve a 
member inviting other members to visit his/her shop to see the lay out and maybe even do some 
turning while socializing with other members.  The Board would like to do this again for the coming 
summer. The date(s) and number of people to be accommodated at any one time are determined  
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Upcoming/Ongoing Events 

May 11-13, 2018 Appalachian Festival 

May 19, 2018 Professional Demonstration - Harvey Meyer  -  harveymeyer.com 

May 21-23, 2018 Harvey Meyer  -  Three Day Class 

Jun 16, 2018 Zeller Memorial Picnic 

¶  OVWG name tags with a magnetic back are available for $5 from member Chris Barrett.  To 
get a name tag, send Chris an email at artisan022@icloud.com, telling him how you want your 
name to appear.  He will have your name tag at a subsequent meeting. 
¶ The OVWG now has business cards printed and available for members to be given out and 
posted at related wood turning businesses. The cards are available in the Learning Center. 
¶ We continue to have opportunities to do demonstrations in many different locales.  We have 
an ñapproved demonstratorò list that receives an email with a chance to volunteer for these 
events.  If you would like to become a qualified demonstrator contact John Albachten, Director of 
Skill Development 

Things of Note 

Appalachian Festival  

May 11-13, 2018 

OVWG will once again be participating in the 
Appalachian Festival conducted at Coney     
Island.  Put it on your calendar and start    

preparing to take part in this great           
community outreach program.  

Educational Opportunities 

Plan on taking advantage of the many opportunities to learn from a professisonal 

woodturner right here in our Learning Center  -    May 20, Harvey Meyer, Hands On  -  

May 21-23, Harvey Meyer three day class 

by the shop owner.  Past home shop visits have included mini-demonstrations, tool making or simp-
ly a tour of the shop.  This is an excellent opportunity for beginning turners to get ideas about shop 
set up and it can give experienced turners ideas about ways to improve their shops.  If you have a 
shop that you would like to offer for a visit please contact John Albachten (john@agoodturn.com or 
albachj@ucmail.uc.edu) to make the arrangements.  If you are unable to get in touch with John you 
may contact me at jw.warner455@gmail.com. 
 

In closing I want to encourage you to register for one of Harvey Meyer's classes - a great              
opportunity to expand your turning knowledge.  I look forward to seeing you at the May meeting.  
 

Jerry Warner, President 

http://www.harveymeyer.com/
mailto:artisan022@icloud.com
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ñDouble your pleasure, double your 

fun!!ò   Thatôs exactly what attendees 

at the April meeting were able to do.  

We were fortunate to have two pro-

fessional demonstrators at the meet-

ing.  Graeme and Melissa Priddle 

enlightened us with numerous ways 

to add texture and color to our turned 

pieces.  Many of the designs they use are the in-

fluence from Graemeôs native home, New Zea-

land.   

Graeme started out by turning a 

simple bowl which had a large rim 

area and a small bowl area.  He 

cut a small depression around the 

bowl area to allow 

for cleaning up the top later after 

the texturing was completed.  The 

back had a dome shape with a 

small tendon which 

he would later embellish.  Once the 

piece was turned, Melissa un-

leashed her talents 

by adding texture and 

paint to the interior of the bowl.  

The design she used was from the 

fossil shell of an Ammonite.  She 

hand drew the design, starting at the bottom and 

working up toward the rim.  She stopped the pat-

tern just short of the rim to avoid tear out when 

carving.  Once she was happy with the drawing 

she started carving the shapes into 

the design using a micro-motor 

carver.  Melissa used a 

Saber-toothed burr to 

scoop out the spiral 

pattern of the shell and switched to 

a less aggressive 

burr to form the indi-

vidual cavities in the shell design.  

The cavities were smaller at the 

center of the bowl and increased 

in size as she came up the spiral 

toward the rim.  The result was a series of small 

depressions in the spiral shape which resulted in 

the appearance of the Ammonite shell.  She used 

a sanding brush to clean off the fuzz left by the 

burrs. 

The next step was to add color.  Melissa used 

acrylic paints from Golden to start the process.  

Since the surface left by the burrs in not smooth, 

it cannot be painted with a regular brush.  She 

used a tooth brush to ñscrubò the red paint into all 

the rough areas of the shell design.  A second 

coat of paint was applied but this 

time it was milk paint.  She 

mixed the powered milk paint to 

a heavy cream consistency, 

making sure all the lumps were 

worked out.  The number of coats of paint used, 

will vary depending on the look you want to 

achieve.  If you do a second coat it must be done 

while the first coat is still damp, since you will be 

wiping off some of the milk paint to expose the 

original paint beneath.  She used a damp cloth 

(not paper towel) to wipe the paint off the ridges, 

being careful to keep the cloth tight around her 

finger to avoid scooping the paint out of the cavi-

ties.  She applied a final coat of African Bronze 

gilderôs paste to highlight the design.  

To add painted highlights to the 

tops of designs, the process of 

ñdry brushingò can be used.  The 

procedure involves the use of a 

slightly damp brush and undilut-

ed paint.  Only a small amount 

of paint is picked up on the brush and the brush 

is touched lightly to the surface, leaving only a 

light highlight of the paint color.  

The next embellishing process 

Graeme demonstrated involved 

the use of pyrography, otherwise 

known as wood burning.  For 

small areas and features, he 

used a Colwood Detailer.  There are many  


