
  

 

 

June 10 Sunrise Partial Solar 
Eclipse for Philadelphia and 
Surrounding Areas. 

June 18 (8:30 pm) Community Star Party, Heebner 
Park, Worcester Township 

June 19 (8:00 pm)  Public Star Party at Valley Forge 
National Historical Park model airplane field. Free and 
open to the public in a new distanced format (must pre-
register for this event). Star Party Weather Hotline:  484
-367-5278 . 

June 19 (8:30 pm) Radnorôs Great American Campout, 
The Willows Park, Villanova.  

June 25 (7:00 pm)  General Meeting. 

July 16 (8:00 pm) Star Party at Norristown Farm Park, 
Norristown. 

FOR ALL THESE EVENTS, SEE THE WEBSITE FOR 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
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PLAN ON IT! 

 The Return of the Lightbuckets to BMVO 

With warming weather, and the reduced threat from COVID-19 as vaccinations continue, Al Lamperti and others 
brought their large dobsonians out to Blue Mountain Vista Observatory in the Lehigh Valley. 

http://www.dvaa.org
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Mark Your Calendars! 

2021 Public Star Party Dates 

DVAA public star parties at Valley Forge National Historical 

Park were restarted in March staying with the revised format 

incorporating Covid-related safety precautions. They will be 

held at Valley Forge National Historical Park on the Model 

Airplane Field.  (Google Maps). Weather Hotline:  484-367-

5278 . 

Public Star Party dates for 2021 (all Saturday evenings):    

Jun. 19 (8:00), Jul. 17 (8:00), Aug 14 (7:30), Sep. 18 (6:30), 

Oct. 16 (5:50), Nov. 13 (4:15).  DVAA Board & Committee Chairs 

Upcoming Monthly Meetings 

Friday June 25, 2021: Featured Speaker: Elizabeth Landau, 
NASA Senior Communications Specialist, ñLife Beyond Earth: 
Where, How, and Why?ò The regular monthly meeting will be 
livestreamed.  Watch your email for sign-on directions.  

Upcoming 2021 Meeting Dates: (all Friday evenings): June 
25, July 23, Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19, and Dec. 17. 

Title Name Email 

President Harold Goldner president@dvaa.org 

Vice-President Jan Rush veep@dvaa.org 

Secretary Mike Tucker secretary@dvaa.org 

Treasurer & Astronomi-

cal League Coordinator 

Louis Berman  treasurer@dvaa.org 

Members-at-Large Roy Patton 
Tracey  
       Trapuzzano 
Barry Johnson 

mbratlarge@dvaa.org 

Astrophotography Lou Varvarezis astrophotography@dvaa.org 

Camping  & MSSP Nate Prentice camping@dvaa.org 

Door Prizes Roy Patton doorprizes@dvaa.org 

Newsletter Committee (see below) newsletter@dvaa.org 

Night Sky Network Al Lamperti nightsky@dvaa.org 

Light Pollution Barry Johnson ltpollution@dvaa.org 

Observing Andrew Hitchner observing@dvaa.org 

Outreach Jan Rush outreach@dvaa.org 

Programs Jeremy Carlo programs@dvaa.org 

Publicity  Bill McGeeney publicity@dvaa.org 

Scope Rentals Joe Lamb rentals@dvaa.org 

Website Louis Berman website@dvaa.org 

Welcoming Brian Lee welcoming@dvaa.org 

Women of DVAA Jan Rush women@dvaa.org 

Welcome New DVAA Members! 

 
We welcome all new members to enjoy the most our club has 
to offer by participating in DVAA activities. You are encour-
aged to ask questions and pursue your interests in astronomy 
through the club. 

We suggest that new members attend our observing events 
and special interest group meetings, or volunteer to help with 
an outreach event or  committee.  Participa-
tion can advance your skills and enjoyment of 
the hobby and help you get to know your fel-
low members. New members are entitled to 
all benefits of membership. 

.Ǌƛŀƴ [ŜŜ 
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DVAA Facebook group 
DVAA Photo Enthusiasts 

Follow the DVAA on Facebook! 

Note: Consistent with recommendations from Governor 
Wolf and the Centers for Disease Control, some DVAA 
events are held online, outdoors, or follow adapted for-
mats. Monthly meetings are being held via Zoom and 
livestreamed via YouTube. Check the website for up-
dates.  

Newsletter Editorial Committee: Jeremy Carlo, George Keigh-
ton, Tom Nolasco, Dana Priesing, Jan Rush and Barclay Thorn. 

If you would be interested in joining us on the Newsletter Com-
mittee, just drop us a line at newsletter@dvaa.org ð weôd love 
to have you on board, regardless of your experience level! 

Thanks to Tom Nolasco for being lead editor last month.  

Dana Priesing is lead editor for this issue.  

Matt Chapin - Boothwyn, PA 
Katrina Comber - Philadelphia, PA 
Jeffery Ferguson - Folcroft, PA 
Matt Gay - Philadelphia, PA 
Jeff Miller - Broomall, PA  

Daniel Stern - Philadelphia, PA 

https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=PA-252+S&hl=en&sll=40.08384,-75.446236&sspn=0.020752,0.014763&geocode=FYChYwIdJMiA-w&t=h&mra=ls&z=15
mailto:president@dvaa.org
mailto:veep@dvaa.org
mailto:secretary@dvaa.org
mailto:treasurer@dvaa.org
mailto:mbratlarge@dvaa.org
mailto:astrophotography@dvaa.org
mailto:camping@dvaa.org
mailto:Doorprizes@dvaa.org
mailto:newsletter@dvaa.org
mailto:nightsky@dvaa.org
mailto:ltpollution@dvaa.org
mailto:observing@dvaa.org
mailto:outreach@dvaa.org
mailto:programs@dvaa.org
mailto:publicity@dvaa.org
mailto:rentals@dvaa.org
mailto:website@dvaa.org
mailto:welcoming@dvaa.org
mailto:women@dvaa.org
mailto:welcoming@dvaa.org
https://www.facebook.com/dvaastronomers?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1615024518765132/
https://www.dvaa.org
mailto:newsletter@dvaa.org
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Why Astronomy? 
Harold Goldner  email 

I have listened to a handful of episodes of our 
podcast which Louis Berman and Bill 
McGeeney have done such a great job pub-
lishing. Several of the episodes consist of Bill 
or Louis asking a fellow DVAA member ñwhy 
astronomy?ò  That is a great question, and 
one that I have never been asked.  

Why indeed astronomy?  I never gravitated 
(see what I did there?) towards the subject in 
high school or college. I was never tempted to 
try my hands at calculus or advanced mathe-
matics. I managed to escape college with a 
lonely statistics course, and all my science 
credits were in psychology. In short, I took the 
lazy personôs approach to hard science and 
avoided it the way electrons and protons avoid 
each other. In fact, I would say that I avoided it 
like matter avoids anti-matter, in that had I 
been compelled to take such courses my GPA 
would most assuredly have been annihilated.  

A long time ago, when I was no more than ten 
years old and probably younger, my father 
took me out in the back yard with what I can 
only assume now was what we would call a 
ñtrashscopeò and showed me the rings of Sat-
urn and the cloud bands on Jupiter. That was 
a time when light pollution along the Main Line 
was not nearly as bad as it is now, and any-
way, with my extensive experience in optics at 
that point (mainly none), I could not have as-
sessed the viewing conditions. I do remember 
the fascination with the planets, and I know I 
had a mobile of all nine planets over my child-
hood bed.  

I also had a complete set of plastic figurines of 
presidents (through Kennedy) although those 
did not stimulate me to study history. My fa-
ther had a stamp and coin collection. Neither 
of these appealed to me. I took piano lessons 
for a few years and later for a lot longer oboe 

(Continued on next page.) 


