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California Circuit Report
Jeff Coppens

My Circuit report I guess needs to go 
back to last August in Sheboygan.   
We ran into Matt Burridge at the 
famous or infamous bar everyone 
frequented after last yearôs NAs 
banquet.  Matt had roughly 77 free 
drinks placed in front of him, so I 
thought is an opportune time to see 
if he wanted to come to San Diego 
in April to sail with me in the Circuit.  
We were able to talk our mutual 
friend, which the St. Louis folks 
probably all know, Jim Sears, to 
schedule a comeback from his sail-
ing retirement.  With both Jim and 
Matt on board, we enjoyed a great 
ýrst two days of the Circuit sailing 
in the þat waters of San Diegoôs 
South Bay.  For our boat, the ñshut 
up and driveò method of skippering 
prevailed, as I enjoyed the endless 
color commentary from Matt and Jim 
on the front of the boat.  

On day three we sailed the Mara-
thon race from Coronado to Mission 
Bay, a 17 mile race, with a weather 
forecast from the night before of 
winds 10-20 out of the NW, rain, and 
a building swell to eight feet; the 
race could become an adventure to 
rival Jim and my wave breaking, sit 
on the transom, pitch pole surfest of 
2001.   After two days of great wind, 
we were met at 11:30 A.M. with light 
and variable wind.  Given the light 
wind conditions, we decided to carry 
our traditional two quart ñJUG O 
RUMò and several other boats were 
smart enough to properly provi-
sion their boats for what was about 
to happen.  PRO Roger Patterson 
wanted to give us as much time to 
race as possible, so he decided to 
start the sequence in spotty wind,  
with a port downwind line.  Chaos 
ensued.  After steering the past two 
days, I handed the tiller to my crew, 
Jim Sears, who hasnôt sailed a light-
ning in ýve years.  We proceeded 
to be one of the boats to foul at the 
start and did our 720 in no wind and 
watched the þeet sail off about 50 
yards.  The wind shut off again and 
we saw a puff come in from the left.  
We headed up and Jim sailed around 
the þeet into light breeze.  The wind 
ýlled and we all enjoyed a tacking 
leg up the channel past downtown 
San Diego and several Navy aircraft 
carriers.   Turning out the channel, a 
convergence of offshore and onshore 

breeze developed. The wind tumbling 
over massive Point Loma and the in-
coming tide created more mayhem in 
this zone.  The ýrst three boats man-
aged to squirt through the zone and 
get to the outside and the rest of the 
þeet was stuck in San Diego Bay.  At 
3:00 P.M., race committee shortened 
the course to the ýrst mark which 
is at the end of the San Diego Bay 
channel.  Jim Sears, Kenny Manzoni, 
and Pete Bellin rounded the scoring 
mark in time.  The tow picked us up 
2 nautical miles northwest of the #3 
buoy and about one hour after the 
ñJUG O RUMò had expired. 

On Tuesday, we started our Ocean 
Series in Mission Bay as Day 4 of the 
California Circuit.  What a difference 
a day makes.  A front moved into 
the area and we enjoyed racing in a 
consistent 10+ knots with gusts to 
20 knots by late afternoon all coming 
out of the South.  If this wind had 
reached us a day earlier, the mara-
thon would have been a ten- mile 
spinnaker reach up the coast in 15 
knots instead of a drift fest.  PRO 
Roger Patterson set up a mile up-
wind leg almost parallel to Mission 
Beach.  Most of the þeet fought for 
the pin end and drag raced left to get 
to the shore lift.  The wind continued 
to build throughout the day.  Matt 
Burridge now took over the helm 
on our boat for the last two days of 
the circuit and we were able to grab 
three more bullets. We decided to 

California CircuitñSan Diego

Team Coppens, Sears, Burridgeðeleven races, eleven ýrsts!
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reýll the Jug O Rum for the sail in.  As we entered the 
jetty, the storm system arrived and we surfed down 
the channel in 30 knots of breeze.  Maybe our judg-
ment was impaired, so we decided to put my laser in the 
water upon returning to the club and a few of us enjoyed 
screaming across Mission Bay in 30 knots of breeze and 
a downpour while the rest of þeet enjoyed watching from 
inside the bar drinking beer and the clubôs signature Mai 
Tais.  Scott Finkboner arranged a great barbeque and we 
all enjoyed a fun evening at the club.

On day 5 a storm system covered San Diego producing 
rain squalls and consistent 20+ knot winds.  With heavy 

ocean waves and high winds, the race committee moved 
the last two races from the ocean to the þat water in 
Mission Bay.  After a morning of rain, we headed to the 
race course and started at noon in heavy wind.  Matt 
continued to steer on our boat and we scored two more 
ýrsts to sweep all 11 races in the circuit.  Dr Sears, in a 
moment of bravado today called Mr. Burridge an old man.  
Our skipper responded ñOld man?, @#!* you, hike!!!!ò  
Lesson, donôt heckle your skipper in 25 knots of wind.  
Both races were three lap races in Mission Bay and with 
winds gusting past 25 knots, both races were ýnished in 
just over 1 1/2 hours. 

Boat Skipper Coronado Series Marathon Mission Bay Series Total
14924 Coppens/Sears/Burridge 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

14904 Finkboner 6 3 2 2 2 4 3 3 3 5 3 36

14095 Johnson 2 8 4 4 4 4 2 2 4 3 6 43

14263 Bellin 3 4 3 6 3 3 4 5 5 6 4 46

14202 Poltorak 8 5 5 8 10 4 5 4 2 2 2 55

14308 Bull 5 2 8 3 6 4 10/ocs 6 6 4 5 59

14846 Brewer 4 6 6 7 5 4 6 7 7 10 10 87

13742 Russell/Manzoni 7 9 7 5 7 2 10 10 10 10 10 87

13860 Gravatt 9 7 9 9 8 4 7 8 8 10 10 89

Perpetual Trophies
Winner: South Bay Series Jeff Coppens

Winner: Marathon Race Jim Sears

Winner: Mission Bay Series Matt Burridge

Top-placing Women Crew or Skipper Edna Johnson

ALLEN BOAT COMPANY
We Get Results!

 In the last 5 years our boats have won every major regatta:
 Å EVERY SOUTHERN CIRCUIT
 Å EVERY NORTH AMERICANS
 Å EVERY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

We are dedicated to the Lightning and committed to serving all Lightning sailors.

BOATS MADE TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

Call Tom Jr.
716-842-0800 or e-mail tomallenjr@juno.com
370 Babcock Street, Buffalo, NY 14206
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By now we are getting the 
cobwebs out of the brain and 
the leaves out of the boat, 
ýnding all our sails and crew 
and have perhaps been doing 
some  sailing.

I hope the 2006 season proves 
to be a good one for all.

Jim Carson has taken The 
Speciýcations that are on The 
Web Site and up graded the 
wording and corrected inac-
curacies as well as misspelled 

words. The Speciýcations are now available to all in a 
format that makes sense and we can all go by. I person-
ally and publicly want to thank him and Bill Fastiggi as 
well as all the other folks got this up and running on the 
web. THANKS TO YOU ALL!!

Your Districts are coming up soon. Please try to take 
part in this sanctioned step in our qualiýcations for the 
Worlds. Do not be afraid of measurement at the District 
level. Just be sure you and your crews are members of 
the Lightning Class and you have all the safety equip-
ment on board. Some districts way weigh boats. Be 
sure you have not taken out weights that the builder 
put in. They most likely belong where he put them. Your 
districts are a place to sail against and talk to sailors 
that have sailed longer than you and perhaps sailed an 
North Americans or a Worlds and pick there brain, look 

at there rigging see what sails they are using. Sailing 
against veteran sailors will only make you and your team 
a better one.

There no major changes in the speciýcations planned for 
the future. 

If you plan to go to the North Americans please bring you 
measurement certiýcate. Please check the certiýcate and 
be sure the weight that is supposed to be there is there 
and the mast that should be there is still there as is the 
rudder, centerboard, etc. I will be happy to upgrade your 
certiýcate. If your boat is heavy you can at that point 
take out some weight or if you have replaced any major 
components of the boat I will note it on you certiýcate. 
If you have a question as to whether a new part is legal 
please email me or anyone on the measurement commit-
tee BEFORE you get to the North Americans. Things are 
easy to ýx at home that can be a real pain at the regatta. 
The same measurement procedure I used in Sheboygan 
and in Chile will be done at the NAs. Please go over your 
boat and pre measure yourself at home before you leave 
for the NAs. If you came ready to be measured it will go 
quickly and get you to the bar or practice race to enjoy 
yourself!

Good sailing to all in your Lightning Racing this summer. 
Get a new member to join. Help a new sailor do better.

I am always available if you have a measurement question.

Regards,
Bill Clausen

Chief Measurerõs Column
Bill Clausen

jgcfuzzy@comcast.net
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The Limbaugh Fund was 
established in 1999 at the 
Lake Carlyle North Ameri-
cans in honor of Helen 
and Jay Limbaugh.  Its 
purpose is to further an 
appreciation of the joys of 
Lightning sailing among 
Junior and Active Members 
of the International Light-
ning Class Association.  

John Atkins, VP Youth 
World Championships, 

recently submitted the following request:

ñOn behalf of the Finnish Lightning District, I would like 
to request a portion of the available Limbaugh Fund 
distributions.  The Finnish Lightning District in conjunc-
tion with the Yacht Club of Jyvªskylªn Veneseura will be 
hosting the 2006 Lightning Youth World Championship.  
Their hope is to re-build their youth Lightning Sailing 
program.  As such they have planned for three qualify-
ing regattas to determine the teams that will represent 
Finland at the Youth Worlds.  Their top district sailors will 
provide for free both the boats and training (coaching) 
for all teams at these regattas.  The largest amount that 

the youths will have to pay is the participating fees for 
these regattas. That amount will not be able to be paid 
by the district organization because of insufýcient funds.  
At present, there are at least 4 teams with the likely pos-
sibility of 6 to 8 teams.  The planned regattas and associ-
ated fees are as follows:

First regatta is in Tuusula 6th and 7th of May, and the 
fee is 30ú ($36) /Lightning.

Second one is in Lohja 20th and 21st of May, and the fee 
is also 30ú ($36) /Lightning.

Third one is in Jyvªskylª in 27th and 28th of May, and 
the fee is 30ú ($36) /Lightning.

I would ask that ILCA consider allocating up to $450 
($150/regatta) of the Limbaugh Fund distributions to 
help cover the participating fees for these regattas.  This 
amount would cover the full fees for four teams or a part 
of the fees if more than four teams participate.ò

The Limbaugh Fund Board Directors are Jay Limbaugh, 
John Schneider, George Fisher, Mike Huffman and Steve 
Davis as ILCA Treasurer.  The vote was unanimous to ap-
prove this request for funds.

Steve Davis

Treasurerõs Column
Steve Davis

Visit Us on Our Web Site

www.nickelsboats.com

 PROUD AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS OF ONE DESIGN BOATS

New Hull and 
Deck Design
Available 
in March

NICKELS BOAT WORKS, INC.
2426 SOUTH LONG LAKE RD, FENTON, MICHIGAN 48430
PHONE: (810) 750-1855 Å FAX: (810) 750-0501
WWW.NICKELSBOATS.COM Å NICKELSBOATWORKS@JUNO.COM

Nickels Boat Works, Inc.
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When it comes to Lightning speed, North is the clear choice. 

Our sails have been designed to achieve superior speed and be easy 

to trim. Our client's 2005 results are the proof. Let's us help you to get 

your team on the winning track. Give us a call today!

EAST (203) 877-7627
Brian Hayes  brian@od.northsails.com
Ched Proctor  ched@od.northsails.com

CHESAPEAKE  (410) 212-4916   
Greg Fisher  greg@od.northsails.com  

www.OneDesign.com

Photo Bill Clausen

 

/////

WORLDS 1*,2,3*,4,5,6,7 
MASTERS WORLDS 1,2 
NORTH AMERICANS - CHAMP  1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 
NORTH AMERICANS - PRES  1,2,3,6,7,8,10 
ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPS  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 
BLUE NOSE REGATTA  1,4,5,6,8,9,10,11,12 
FRIGID DIGIT REGATTA  1,2,3,5,6,8,9,11 
CANADIAN OPEN CHAMPS  1,2,3,4,5 
MANAHAWKIN BAY CUP 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 
DIXIE DISTRICTS  1,2,3,4,5,6,7 
OHIO DISTRICTS  1,2,3,4,5 
CENTRAL ATLANTIC DISTRICTS  1,3,4,5 
FLORIDA DISTRICTS  1,2 
CALIFORNIA DISTRICTS  1,3 
SOUTHERN DISTRICTS  1,2,3 
TAWAS BAY SUMMER REGATTA  1,2,3,5 
PYMATUNING 4TH JULY REGATTA  1,2,3 
SE DISTRICTS/VODOO REGATTA  1,2,3 
DOC GILBERT POTOMAC CUP  1,2,3 
PSRA SPRING REGATTA  1,2,3 
HERNANDO DE SOTO REGATTA  1,2 
EARLY BIRD REGATTA - Westport  1,2,3 
LAKE LANSING 40TH TUNE UP  1 
SODUS BAY SPRING REGATTA  1,2,3 
SOUTHERN CIRCUIT OVERALL 1,2,3,5,6 
SOUTHERN CIRCUIT - St. Pete 1,2,3,5 
SOUTHERN CIRCUIT - Miami  1,2,3*,5 
SOUTHERN CIRCUIT - Savannah 2,3,4,5 
PYMATUNING SPRING CLASSIC 1,2,3,4,5 
LONG JOHN REGATTA  1,2
    *partial 
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Ofþcial Notices

PAN AM Games to be held in Brazil, July 13-29, 2007
US Lightning Class Pan Am Trials: October 2006, location TBA  
(Exact location and date will be posted on www.ussailing.org and www.lightningclass.org once available).

The US PAN AM trials is not an open event. You must qualify to sail in the US Pan Am Trials.

US Lightning Class Qualiýcation:

Å Top 5 eligible ýnishers from the 2006 St. Petersburg Winter

  Championship March 17-19, 2006 in St. Petersburg, FL.

Å Top 5 eligible ýnishers, not already qualiýed, from the Atlantic

  Coast Championship July 29-30, 2006, Beach Haven, NJ.

Å Eligible ýnishers by rank, not already qualiýed, from the North

  American Championship August 12-19, 2006, San Diego, CA, until all 20 slots are ýlled.

Upon qualifying, a team must accept a starting position in the ýnal Trials Event (see section I. C. 1) within 10 
days. Sailors must notify James Taylor, Vice President, Special Projects, Lightning Class: james.p.taylor@ae.ge.com

Quota Change for North American Championships
The Executive Committee has been requested by the Organizing Authority of the 2006 North American Champion-
ships to change the District qualifying ration from 1:10 to 1:2. Therefore, for every two registered boats in your 
district, your district can send one qualiýed boat to the North Americans (i.e., District X has 23 registered owners. At 
1:10 that district could send 3 boats. This year they can send 12). This request has been granted by the Executive 
Committee.

The end effect is that, basically, if you sail your districts, you qualify to go to this years North Americans. So make 
your travel plans now to be in San Diego in August!

VERMONT SAILING PARTNERS
YOUR Source for Lightning Sails and Covers!

 Å Championship Speed AND Unmatched Durability
 Å Made in the USA by Lightning Sailors
 Å 1st and 4th Overall 2006 Southern Circuit
 Å 1st*, 3rd*, 8th, 11th 2005 Worlds
 Å 1st* 2005 South Americans
 Å 1st 2006 Orange Bowl
  * partial inventory

Contact Bill Fastiggi ~ 802-655-7245 ~ Bill@vtsailing.com
Visit us online at www.vtsailing.com

Vermont Sailing Partners ~ 150 West Canal Street ~ Winooski, VT 05404



SPINNAKER NUMBERS & GRAPHICS
At the winter meetings in St. Petersburg the membership encouraged the creation of proposed changes to allow 
spinnaker numbers on one side and to allow graphics (approved by the Measurement Committee as non-promotional 
or obscene). The following proposals are presented for consideration:

NUMBERS
The current speciýcation regarding sail numbers is unclear and has been interpreted as requiring numbers on both 
sides of the spinnaker. ISAF requires the sail number be displayed on the front side of the spinnaker but allows it to 
be placed on both sides. The proposed change uses the same wording used in the ISAF rule (RRS G1.3 d)). The posi-
tive effect of this change would be a savings in the number of characters needed for application to a sail. The nega-
tive effect would be in boat identiýcation on downwind ýnishes particularly if the spinnaker were þown backwards 
(number on the inside of the spinnaker). The area designated for numbers by ISAF Rules includes the number area 
currently shown on ILCA Plans but is more deýnitive.

The following interpretations/ rulings would remain in force:

ñNational designation on the spinnaker is not required. Sail numbers must be made from cloth. Stenciled on numbers 
are illegal.  (2000)ò 

The following interpretations/rulings with respect to the spinnaker would be eliminated:

ñThe Lightning Class will continue to require numbers on both sides. (2000)

The following Speciýcation change is proposed (new wording in bold italics):

Change ARTICLE V, Paragraph 75 to read:

ñ75. Racing numbers and the Class emblem will be on both sides of the main sail, and be located above the middle 
batten as per Plans, and racing numbers with an optional class emblem will be on the outside of the spinnaker or 
may be placed on both sides within the area designated by ISAF Rules. Numbers will be 304.80 mm (12ò) 
minimum height and 203.20 mm (8ò) wide except for the numeral one. Boats sailing in international events shall 
be identiýed by nationality initials as deýned by the ISAF.

The sail number that is assigned to the boat at the time of construction is the hull number. The use of numbers is 
subject to the By-Laws Racing Restriction and may not be arbitrary. All sail numbers are to be of a solid color con-
trasting with the sail material. (March 2005).ò

GRAPHICS
Current Speciýcations do not allow graphics on the spinnaker. Many people feel graphics are fun to see and make 
boat identiýcation on the water easier for spectators. Others feel they detract from the traditional clean look of the 
Lightning. The following is proposed (new wording in bold italics, deletions in strikethrough):
Change ARTICLE V, Paragraph 77 to read:

77. There will be no displays or signs on the sails described above mainsail and jib other than class royalty label, 
sailmakers identiýcation, and a small stamp signifying Measurement Committee approval. Graphics are permitted 
on the spinnaker provided they are ýrst approved in writing by the Measurement Committee who shall 
deny permission for any application that could be construed as advertising or obscene in nature. Graph-
ics may not obstruct clear observation of the sail number. Application to the Measurement Committee 
shall include sketch of the proposed design.

JGCð5/1/06
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North American Championships
August 12ð19, 2006

Hosted by: Mission Bay Yacht Club,  San Diego, CA
Visit: www.lightningnas.com
Contact: Jeff Coppens
 jeffcoppens@aol.com

Womenôs, Juniors and Masters
North American Championships

August 7ð11, 2006
Hosted by: Southwest Yacht Club, San Diego, CA

Contact: Edna Johnson
 kirkedna@aol.com
(619) 583-6476
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VHF RADIOS

Proposed Speciþcation Amendment
Delete the following Speciýcation shown under ñOther Rulingsò after Speciýcation Article VI:
Electronic Equipment - the following electronic devices are allowed aboard a Lightning:

1) Battery-powered wristwatches.

2 An electronic digital compass with chronograph (timer and/or clock). The compass must be entirely self-con-
tained with either an internal battery and/or solar power. The compass shall have no external connection. This 
includes power supply and data inputs, such as wind information, boat speed or navigational features. It shall 
not have the ability to compute correlations between time, compass headings and VMG.

3) Cell phones, pagers, and handheld VHF radios with the following restrictions:

 a.  for a sanctioned regatta, use of these devices is allowed only for emergencies and such use shall  
  require withdrawal from the race;
 b. for a non-sanctioned regatta, use of these devices is allowed when not racing. In addition, organizing 
  authorities can choose to restrict use to that of a sanctioned regatta. (August 2002).

Proposed By-Laws Amendment
Change BY-LAWS, Article VIII RACING RESTRICTIONS, Paragraph 5 as follows: 
(New language in bold, deletions in strikethrough)

5.  A boat must carry ground tackle of serviceable character for the locality, three life preservers, a compass, mini-
mum one gallon bucket, throwable life preserver with attached whistle, and a paddle as approved by the Race 
Committee. In absence of special conditions, the ground tackle shall be a þuke-type anchor weighing not less 
than 4 pounds (1.8 kg) with 50 feet of line attached. Variation may be made only by speciýc written permission 
from the Chief Measurer when local conditions dictate. A boat must be ýtted with a centerboard preventer.

5. PORTABLE EQUIPMENT

a) Mandatory

i) Ground tackle shall be a þuke-type anchor weighing not less than 1.8 kg (4lbs) with 15.24m (50 
 feet) of line attached. Variation may be made only by speciýc written permission from the Chief Mea 
 surer when local conditions dictate.
ii) Compass
iii) Bucket with a minimum capacity of one gallon
iv) Throw-able life preserver or cushion with an attached whistle
v) Paddle 

vi) Other life-saving equipment as required by government regulations.

 b) Optional

i) Electronic Equipmentðthe following electronic devices are allowed aboard a Lightning:

1) Battery-powered wrist watches
2) An electronic digital compass with chronograph (timer and/or clock). The compass must be  
 entirely self-contained with either an internal battery and/or solar power. The compass shall have 
 no external connection and shall neither provide wind or boat speed nor compute correlations  
 between time and distance.
3) Other hand-held navigational devices. Use while racing is not permitted except for
 emergencies.
4) Hand-held communication devices (cell phones, pagers, radios, etc.) with the following  
 restrictions:

 A) For all sanctioned regattas, use is not permitted on the water except for emergencies. This  
  restriction may be modiýed to allow communication from the Race Committee to 
  competitors on a predetermined channel if approved by the ILCA Executive Commit 
  tee and so stated in both the Notice of Race and the Sailing Instructions.

 B) For non-sanctioned regattas use is not permitted while racing except for emergencies. This 
  restriction may be modiýed to allow communication from the Race Committee to 
  competitors on a predetermined channel if so stated in both the Notice of Race and  
  the Sailing Instructions.

5) Personal medical devices, attached to an individual, required for a personôs well-being 
 are allowed if they are medically necessary.

6) In all cases where the use of electronic devices is not permitted, a competitorôs  
 use shall require withdrawal from the race unless the Race Committee deems use was 
 for emergency reasons. 

JGCï4/16/06
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Minutes Governing Board Meeting
March 16, 2006
St. Petersburg, Florida
The meeting was called to order at 3:15 P.M.

Presidentôs Report

President Carter welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending the meeting. Since we have nothing to vote 
on, this meeting will be informational. A lot has happened since the last Governing Board Meeting. Jan Davis is now 
running the class ofýce. We have had a successful World Championships, International Masters Championships and 
South American Championships. Thank you to Pablo Barahona and his committee for a magniýcent job and thank you 
to Alan Terhune for helping the US boats get to South America. Thank you to Amy Linton for all she has done to make 
this a fantastic Southern Circuit. We have a new Lightning Class trophy, the Karl Smithers Trophy, which will recognize 
someone for their spirit and efforts on and off the water. President Carter would like to create a 3 year plan that gives 
guidance to the Executive Committee and Executive Secretary as to what further changes and direction we can move 
the class. President Carter discussed the new relationship with Layline. He asked the Governing Board for ideas about 
where we want to be in the future. 

Treasurerôs Report

Treasurer Davis reports that 2005 was a loss; however, in 2006 we are budgeting a small proýt.
Donations continue to be strongðCash position is strongðBalance Sheet is in good shape.
Details of the Treasurers report are printed in the March Flashes. David Sprague made a motion to pass the budget, 
Amy Linton seconded. Motion passes

InsuranceðA Burgee Policy is being considered for the ILCA. This may not cover Canada, South American or Europe. 
Fleets must pay dues and be an ñActive Fleetò in order to qualify for the insurance. In order to administer this insur-
ance we will need to have a deadline for Fleet Dues and deactivate the þeets that have not paid.
Bill Mauk offered concerns about the rigidity of a deadline and presented concerns how this affects publishing the 
yearbook and including our broader community in other class activities.

John Faus suggested that we need to ask District Commodores to play an enforcing role. He feels we need to clarify 
what are the duties of Class Ofýcers. 

We need to identify the committee members for the administration of the classôs funds.

Chief Measurerôs Report

Congratulations to the people that helped with measurement at the North Americans and Worlds. This made the mea-
surement go quickly and smoothly. Anyone coming to sanctioned events needs to bring Measurement Certiýcates. Jim 
Carson is working with Bill on updating the website information regarding speciýcations. Graphics on spinnakers that 
are non promotional is being looked at. Comments were made that many people feel that itôs fun and makes it easier 
to identify boats on the water for spectators. Graphics would need to be approved by the Measurement Committee. 
ISAF rules preclude any advertising on the sails. Numbers on both sides of spinnakers is unique to Lightnings. ISAF 
requires country code and sail number for those sailing out of county. It is easier to identify for downwind ýnishes. It 
will be raised at the General Meeting tonight to see the reaction of the Members. 

Secretaryôs Report

Brian Hayes reported the membership numbers. 19 Fleets have paid so far. No new charters and no þeets have been 
revoked. 

Jan was directed to send e-mail invoices for Fleet dues.

Vice President and Committee Reports

Bill Mauk, V.P. Worlds: Reports the Chile worlds were wonderful. Bill will be in Europe to talk with the Greeks about 
the upcoming Worlds. We have 3 bids for 2009. A committee of Antero Punttila (Europe), Valerie Tardiff (Canada), and 
Paco Sola (South America) and Matt Burridge (US) have been selected to review the bids and make a recommenda-
tion. The Governing Board will select the site. We have a forum for discussion. The class ofýce will handle the voting. 

John Atkins, V.P. Youth Worlds: The NOR has been approved as have the Sailing Instructions. They have a great re-
gatta planned. Tommy Sumner from Brazil will still be qualiýed age wise. The executive committee needs to approve 
this. 2008 will be back in North America. Anyone that would like to host the event please contact John. 
The executive committee will grant permission to Tommy. Come August we will have a proposed change to the rules 
governing.

North AmericansðReport by Brian Hayes: San Diego is very excited about hosting the NAs. WJM is set for South-
western YC. We need to clarify the end day of the NAs so that people can make travel plans. David Sprague feels that 
the organizing committee needs to have social participation at the banquet. For San Diego, the organizing committee 
would like to have us gone by Saturday. Brian will talk to Jeff Coppens and authorize a hard stop for Friday.
For 2007, Pensicola might be a possibility. St. Petersburg is a possibility for November. The timing is very late. Maybe 
we should look at hotels. Perhaps Torontoéany reasonable bid will be looked at. Kingston?

Amy Linton, V.P. Southern Circuit: Amy Linton reported that we have had great winds so far! Fabulous support and 
everyone has been very generous. 



10

Jim Allen, V.P. Internet (Report given by Bill Fastiggi): The website is wonderful, look at the amount of information 
that is available. Things are getting updated. Jim Allen, Bill Fastiggi, and Mark Gardner are working on training the of-
ýce to be able to keep the information current. Mark has built an on-line database. Advantages of the on-line member-
ship will reduce the amount of data entry; next will be to get the credit cards processing automatically. Members will 
be able to update their own information. The hope is to make the ofýce less labor intensive. Members will be able to 
update the boat ownership records. Nabeel Alsalam has been updating the pictures on the website. We need comments 
on how to improve the navigation through the website. Bill asked the Governing Board members to get their sugges-
tions to the ofýce, webmasters or him. Automating will allow the ofýce to do a better job of ñcustomer service.ò Carter 
suggests that the class has the opportunity to invest in new software to improve the website. As an organization we 
are very fortunate to have volunteers to help with the website. 

David Sprague: ISAF is looking to develop a system that will operate for the world and many classes. They are inter-
ested in taking the measurement certiýcates for multiple classes. He appealed to the membership to have a presence 
in US.

James Taylor: The US Pan Am Trials are looking like they will take place in Annapolis right after the Frigid Digit.

New Business

Jim Carson: A proposal to allow the use of radios was discussed at the Worlds. There was resistance to the GPS. David 
Spragueôs proposal will be the foundation for rewriting the by-laws. The vote will be in August. 
Brian Hayes: Yearbook Volunteers needed. We need to have someone to ñdriveò the project. 
VPôs and Volunteers. We would like to make it be more inclusive. Please make suggestions to the Executive Committee 
if you know of people who would like to serve the class.

Bill Fastiggi: Can we use some of our money to make interest free loans for boat purchases for young people? Could 
the Class purchase boats to make available for college sailors? 

Motion to close the meeting by David Sprague, Valerie Tardiff seconded. 

General Meeting

Fleets represented in attendance and the General Meeting: 34 42 5 4 2 99 37 36 12 5 85 6 75 34 77 43 85 126 145 
187 146 226 266 215 253 228 329 301 335 303 503 488 50

Motion to approve Minutes as submitted.

The same Agenda was followed and there was a general review of the items printed above.

The Sailorsõ Tailor, Inc. 

1 (800) 800-6050  
Or Call for the FREE Sailorõs Pack!  It includes: 

FREE  How to Choose the Right Style One-Design Sailboat Cover 
FREE  Poly Army Duck and Acrylic fabric samples. 

FREE  Diagram of what correct seams and hems look like. 

Do Not Buy ANY Boat Cover  
Until You Study This Comparison Chart 

ñTrailing-Mooringò, Bottom, and Mast 
Covers above.   We also make Skirted T-M, Boom, 
Mooring, Skirted Mooring, Cockpit, and Rudder covers. 

www.sailorstailor.com  (Order Covers On-Line or Call Toll-Free)

          Sailorsô Tailor                                         Competitors
Typically lasting 7-10 years                                                Industry norm is 5 years 
PTFE Teflon thread at NO UPCHARGE                                Chemically stripped polyester thread lasts 2-3 years 
Unique waterproof Vinylike double-coated Poly Army Duck    Uncoated, or laminated fabric that delaminates & leaks 
Flat-Felled seams double stitched through 4 layers               Single or chain stitched through 2 layers of cloth 
Double-folded hems stitched through 3 layers                      Turned-up hems stitched through 2 layers of cloth 
Ample reinforcing over all stress points                                Little or no reinforcing over wear spots 
Stand-up flaps that snap around stays                                 Gaping cut-outs or velcro closures that are shot in a year
5/16ò elastic shock cord in the hem AND tie downs               You secure somehow 
Supplied hardware                                                            A trip to the hardware store 

Tel. 1-800-800-6050 
1480 W. Spring Valley-Paintersville Rd.
Spring Valley, Ohio 45370 

Comprehensive Website  www.sailorstailor.com


