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From the PresidentɅs Pen 

 

Welcome to 
Our New  
Members 

 
John Abel 

Helen Beltramello 

Eileen Cheng 

Carroll Parras 

Gloria Sparks 

Adrian Vasile 

Beverley Walisser 

Louisa Wong 

Paul Zollmann 

ϥɅve always known how much members contribute 
to the Society and yet ϥɅm still always wonderfully 
surprised when a small group takes on a project 
and produces something marvelous. This month 
ϥɅm referring to a group of woodworkers, under 
the leadership of JJ Lemieux, who replaced the 
roof along the east side of the shed. ϥ stopped by a 
couple of times while the work was underway and 
was impressed by everyoneɅs focus and dedica-
tion. ϥɅm going to echo Adrian GatrillɅs thanks (p. 6). 
YɅall done good! Thank you very much. ϥ started my 
Brock House Society journey being inspired by the 
woodworkers, and so it continues!  
 
Speaking of moments when ϥɅm proud to be a 
member, another was on the afternoon of May 30, 
in the Halpern Room. A group of us gathered to 
listen to Society writers read their words to us. We 
heard from those who are published and we 
heard from those who had just started to write. 
There were very serious moments and moments 
of laughter. ϥt was wonderful. 
 
Brenda McDonald provided us with a sublime   
moment when she read ɈOn the BluϜ at PiperɅs 
Lagoonɉ.  For me it was an instance of meaningful 
coincidence because ϥ had, only hours before,   
found the poem among my papers and put it in 
this newsletter (see p. 9).  SheɅd given it to me 
many months ago. HowɅs that for synchronicity!? 
 
Here comes another reason to feel peachy about 
being part of Brock House Society. The coming 
Winter Program will mark the 40th winter program 

that the Society has oϜered to the Vancouver          
community. ϥt wouldnɅt have been possible with-
out the sound planning of our founders, most of 
whom were volunteers. Do you have a story or 
memory that youɅd like to share about your        
involvement with the Society? Please send it to this 
newsletter: BrockHouseGallimaufry@gmail.com or 
leave it in the tray in the oʛce. 
 
With your permission, ϥɅm going to indulge myself 
and tell you about a super group that ϥɅve            
belonged to since my ɲrst week - the Porcelain 
Painters. We meet on Wednesday mornings in the 
Art Room. Some of us are relative rookies and  
others are, dare ϥ say, masters! Sometimes the 
room is very quiet with everyone focused on paint-
ing. The Brock House Orchestra, next door in the 
Begg Room, amazes us. At other times there may 
be 4+ conversations going on about techniques, 
ideas or just whatɅs new around us. Then ϥ wonder 
whether perhaps weɅre too loud for the orchestra.  
 
Speaking of which, many thanks to Ernie Fieldler 
who conducted the orchestra for a long time. He 
recently told me about the deep satisfaction he 
felt watching the orchestra grow and develop over 
the years. HeɅll continue to follow its progress    
under the direction of its new conductor, JeϜrey 
Tseng. Again Ernie, thank you! 
 
Both the Orchestra and Porcelain Painters will be 
Ɉon displayɉ during the Summer Fair, July 8. For 
many of us, the month of June is all about getting 
ready for it. As ϥ mentioned last month, thereɅs  

Brock House Society Summer Fair Saturday, July 8, 2017  

 

oodles of ways in which you can contribute to our fundraiser: Tell 
your friends, family and neighbours that in addition to being a 
terriɲc ɳea market itɅs also the place to ɲnd exclusive, top-
drawer arts & crafts and treats (!) made by some of the most   
talented people in Vancouver - our members; buy lots of raʜe 
tickets, or sell them (more are available in the oʛce); donate 
items for the various booths (read on); plant a lawn sign on your 
property; come to the Fair to socialize, have a snack, enjoy the 
entertainment or people watch. ThereɅs no admission charge so 
feel Ɉfreeɉ to wander in and just soak in the atmosphere. All are 
welcome!  Do you want to be part of the behind-the-scenes     
action? See p. 5. 

 

See you around the House and at the Fair! 

 

-BevAnn Lister Dean, President 
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Yarn and Needle Crafts 
 

 
The Yarn and Needle Crafts group are always in need of donations of whole 
balls of good new yarn to make projects to sell at the Summer and Christmas 
Fairs. Batches of  several balls of the same yarn are especially useful in order 
to make larger projects. We would also be very pleased to receive donations 
of new handmade items from Brock House members who sew, knit,    cro-
chet, embroider, weave, quilt, etc. to sell at the Summer Fair. Please bring 
donations to the Meyer Room on Mondays between 9:30 and 11:30, or leave 
at the Oʛce. Thank you. 

-Dorothy Simons and Carol Jackson, Convenors 

 
 
 
The Brock House Orchestra 

and 

The Elgar Strings 
 

(Conductors Peggy Hua & JeϜrey Tseng) 
 

Present a program of French and English music  
from the 19th and 20th centuries 

ϥncluding the ϥntroduction and Rondo Capriccioso 
By Camille Saint-Saëns 

Violin Soloist: Amanda Hsueh 

 
Thursday, June 8, at 1:45 p.m. 
Under the tent at Brock House 

Many of you have probably heard the Brock House Orchestra rehearsing on Wednesday mornings 
in the Begg Room. Other than at the Summer Fair, there are few opportunities to hear the         
orchestra in house. But that will change! 
  
On Thursday, June 8,  the orchestra is teaming up with the Elgar Strings of Burnaby for a joint 
concert. This will give the Brock House Orchestra access to more string players and the Elgar a 
chance to play with woodwinds and brass. This will form a full symphony orchestra, which is  
probably a ɲrst for Brock House Society. There will be around ɲfty enthusiastic players in the  
combined groups. 
  
The two conductors have chosen a program of French and English music from the 19th and 
20th centuries. There will also be a violin soloist, Amanda Hsueh who will play the ϥntroduction and 
Rondo Capriccioso by Camille Saint-Saëns. This is a spectacular piece originally written for the 
Spanish virtuoso Pablo de Sarasate. 
  
The concert will take place in the tent at Brock House beginning at 1:45 pm. This promises to be 
an exciting afternoon of music making. DonɅt miss it! 
 

-Philip Neame, Brock House Orchestra 
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* Thursday Afternoons: 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. * 
ϥncluding a 5 minute intermission 

 

June 15 - Much Ado About Nothing movie (111 min) 

 Directed by Kenneth Brannagh and starring Emma Thompson, Kenneth Brannagh, 

Keanu Reeves 

June 22 - Merchant of Venice movie (131 min) 

 Directed by Michael Radford and starring Al Pacino, Joseph Fiennes, Lynn Collins 

June 29 - Guest speaker Christopher Gaze (note special start time: 1:30) 

 Lecture topic: ɈThe Staging of Much Ado About Nothingɉ,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 19 - Bard on the Beach - 7:30 performance of 
 

Much Ado About Nothing  

Reduced rate, Group Pricing! 

20 seats have been reserved for Brock House Society members at this         
Bard on the Beach performance.   

 

Ticket prices are as follows:   

Best tickets (Group A Seats): $50 per person 

Second best tickets (Group B Seats): $40 per person 

Payment in full must be made at the Brock House Society Oʛce (3rd ɳoor) no later than June 28.     

We have committed to the minimum number required - no refunds will be allowed. 

Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival's Artistic Director, 
is making a special appearance at Brock Join Mr. Gaze as he 
provides a behind-the-scenes look into this season's      
production of Much Ado About Nothing plus insights into 
the staging of the Festival's other productions. Whether 
you plan to be part of Brock House's group booking 
to Much Ado About Nothing on July 19 or you will attend 
Bard independently, this session promises to be informa-
tive and fun-ɲlled. 

Brock House Society Summer Fair Saturday, July 8, 2017  
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There is an urgent need for volunteers to help in several  
areas of the 
 

 Summer Fair, Saturday, July 8. 
 
Anyone who is interested and hasnɅt already approached 
me, Peter Scott, please do so at 
 

peter26@telus.net or  
604-263-1746 

 
Have fun, get to know more members and contribute to 
the Society. There are many things you can do. Your help 
will be enormously appreciated. 
 

-Peter Scott, Director, Volunteer Services 
Ɏ is what we love to hear  

and we want to  

share the wealth! 

 

2017 Joan & Dick Stace-Smith    

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 

WeɅre looking forward! 

Friday, July 28 

8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
 

Come and enjoy ɳuϜy homemade pancakes served with   
sausages, fresh fruit, homemade fruit preserves and sauces, 
juice, coϜee, and tea.   All for only Ɏ 
 

$10.00 per person - members and guests 
(Children under 12, $5.00) 

 
Support the Society and enjoy a breakfast of fabulous       
pancakes with your friends! 

You can easily judge the character of a man by how he treats 

those who can do nothing for him. 

-Malcolm S. Forbes 

mailto:peter26@telus.net
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Workshop News 
New roof for the shed        

now completed! 

After numerous frustrating delays owing 
to this springɅs consistently wet weather, 
the Brock House Society Woodworkers 
have now completed the new roof to the 
east side of the workshop and storage 
building.  The team, led by J. J. Lemieux, 
found a three-day dry interval in the 
week of May 8 and went hard at it until it 
was done.   
 
Team members were Chris Hilsden,    
David Young, Bob Haxton, Alex Law,    
Jim Burge, and Ron Nielson.  This was an 
impressive voluntary eϜort which saved 
the Society as much as $3,000 compared 
with using an outside contractor.  And 
on that note, it should be emphasized 
that voluntary eϜort led by workshop 
convener Susan Lamb through 2016   
also netted Brock House Society about 
$5,000 in sales of handmade items at 
our summer and Christmas fairs.  Well 
done and many thanks to all! 
 

-Adrian Gatrill, Director,  
Property Management 
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Some people walk past the woodworking displays at 
the summer and winter fairs because they have down-
sized and already have too many bowls, cutting boards, 
tables, stools and wooden trinkets.  However, even if 
they have no intention of buying they should take the 
time to look at the displays because the worked wood 
always looks nice.   
 
Stopping to look and talk will also encourage the wood-
workers and might lead to the revelation that some of 
the wares are deceptive.  For example, some bowls and 
boxes have special purposes that are not obvious with-
out checking closely.   
 
Ages ago when the heroes in western movies wore 
white hats and the villains wore black the local wood-
workers could be counted on to make large pine boxes 
for the local residents in Boothill.  The Brock House 
woodworkers do not make coʛns but they have made 
special boxes like the imaged urn to store sentimental 
ashes following cremation.  A typical urn is approxi-
mately six inches on each side for a total volume of  
approximately 200 cubic inches but urns for favorite 
pets could be much smaller.  Some open at the top, 
others open from the bottom.  Some are cubes, others 
are cylinders.  All of them can be customized with    
particular types of wood.  All of them look like attrac-
tive boxes.   
 
ϥf you know of a need for a small custom made box for 
any purpose be sure to look at the bargains in the  
summer fair or contact the Workshop Coordinator at 
the Brock House workshop on Thursday morning or     
e-mail wramey@interchange.ubc.ca  with ɈBrock House 
Projectsɉ in the subject line.  Even if you do not need an 
urn be sure to check out the items at the summer fair 
to see if the boxes are actually boxes.  ϥt might be inter-
esting. 

-Bill Ramey, Workshop Coordinator 

Summer Fair 
Saturday, July 8 

Brock House Society Summer Fair Saturday, July 8, 2017  


