AURORA SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB YOUTH EXCHANGE INFORMATION
What is Rotary Youth Exchange?
Rotary Youth Exchange has a goal to promote the advancement of international understanding, goodwill and peace at the person-to-person level and is for high school students of a certain age interested in living and studying abroad for one year.
Who is Aurora Sunrise Rotary Club and why do they promote youth exchange? 
What do we mean when we talk of the district?
When would I/my child travel?
Aurora Sunrise Rotary Club is one of over 34,000 Rotary Clubs in the world and are one of 60 clubs in our district, District 6450. Students from our club who are selected will meet and train with other high school students in our district throughout the current school year with the intent to travel to another country THE FOLLOWING YEAR. They will live with families in their “host country” and will be hosted by a Rotary Club in that country. They will attend high school and experience the culture of that country and meet other students in their country’s Rotary district. The experience has changed the lives of many students and been a game-changer for college applications, job applications and their lives in general.
What are the requirements?
Interested students must be 15 ½ to 18 ½ years old as of August 15th of the year they will be leaving for another country. They must also have a minimum 2.5 GPA (grade point average) and be in the top 50% of students in their class. NOTE: there are a few countries that have slightly different age guidelines so if you/your child does not fit rigidly in this age, it may not be a disqualifier.
What is the process?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Interested students will contact Aurora Sunrise Rotary Club and fill out a preliminary application. If certain criteria are met, they will have a short interview with members of the club. If they pass this point, they will attend information sessions and interview for one of the district spots. Just because a student passes our interview process does not mean they are traveling abroad. Even passing district interviews does not mean they are chosen. They will need to fill out a large application and attend Rotary Youth Leadership Conference(RYLA) before being fully chosen. 
If I/my child participates, do we need to also host a foreign exchange student?
In many countries, if your child studies abroad, your family is required to host a student from another country. This is not the case in the United States. However, any family in the area is welcome to host a student from another country. Contact Aurora Sunrise Rotary Club if you would like to participate at this most important level.
What is the cost?
There is a substantial cost for students that are going overseas to live for a year. Open-ended airline tickets, district training fees, insurance and RYLA registration are a few. We provide a complete breakdown but for students chosen in the 2014-15 school year who are going abroad for the 2015-16 school year, the cost is approximately $6500 most of which is airline costs.
Will Aurora Sunrise Rotary Club offer monetary assistance?
As a club, Aurora Sunrise Rotary pays the district for a large portion of training of each student and is unable to provide monetary assistance to students that are interested. In addition to promoting youth exchange, we raise money to help other worthy organizations in the Fox Valley area. We are all volunteers of the world’s leading non-profit, humanitarian service organization and believe strongly in youth exchange. All of the work we do is for the enjoyment of seeing the benefits our youth exhibit in study abroad and for the strong belief that youth exchange can impact the world in a positive manner.
