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I am writing with a brief synopsis of the project we are proposing for a DRN grant at Elk Creek Lake.  Basically, there are 

about three areas around the lake that are washing sediment into the lake with the largest being around our central 

park and boat landing area. The sediment is washing across the street and into the lake, causing the township to have to 

dredge it out periodically and restricting access to those who want to use the area.  We have tried many conservation 

practices without success to decrease the amount of water that washes down the ravine and are now working with a 

Dunn county engineer who is proposing a riprap project that would reinforce the banks of the ravine and hopefully stop 

the erosion, therefore preventing sediment from washing into the lake in that area.  Other practices are being 

considered for the other areas around the lake but this project is the biggest one. It involves a cost of around $80,000, 

$50,000 of which would be paid by the grant. The township and the lake district will help with the additional $30,000 

needed, but we are looking to organizations that value the lake for donations. As I said previously, Donations from other 

organizations will show collaboration and community interest making it more likely that we will receive the grant so 

every little bit helps. If your members have suggestions of any other organizations that have an interest in the lake, I 

would love to heat them.  

  

I did not write sooner because I wanted to send you our problem statement as I have written it in the rough draft of the 

grant for Elk Lake.  It is below.  Please present this information to your members at your meeting tomorrow. Thank you 

for your assistance! 

 
 
 
Problem Statement 
Sediment load from erosion in a ravine is washing into Elk Creek Lake leaving sediment in the Beach, boat ramp and 

parking lot areas and creating sandbars in the lake, consequently reducing public access to the lake and impeding 

wildlife habitat. Farmlands from an area at a higher altitude have drainage system that channels large amounts of water 

into the ravine, overpowering the natural gully and causing sediment from the erosion to cover the parking lot, boat 

ramp, park and beach area. Every spring the township has to use their resources to remove the sediment making it 

difficult to meet other needs for necessary road construction and maintenance. Elk Creek, which feeds the lake is a class 

one trout stream before it enters the lake, but is considered impaired when it leaves the lake on the other side of the 

damn. The lake district community has long been concerned about this erosion and has contacted the county on a 

regular basis. Bob Kaner, Conservation Engineering Technician for Dunn County was invited to a meeting of the lake 

District in 2013. He has been following the erosion problem since that time, working with the cropland owner on 

implementing a variety of conservation practices that will improve soil health and water quality while reducing runoff to 

the ravine. The Township of Spring Brook has recently installed a flow restrictor on the inlet of the culvert on 990th 

Street to meter the runoff flow discharging from the culvert into the ravine. Unfortunately, conservation methods 

already put in place have not managed the erosion to the degree necessary, leading Bob to recommend a different 

approach involving riprap and erosion control seed mats to physically hold the gully in place. Estimates were sought 

after a particularly difficult spring thaw in 2018 but were above any resources the township could afford to devote to the 

project. A suggestion to seek a grant to complete the project was made at the March, 2020 lake district meeting by the 

township chair.  

 



 


