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HERRINGTON HARBOUR 

SAILING ASSOCIATION 

 
 

HARBOUR 

LIGHT 

FROM THE HELM 

Commodore Laurie Albert, s/v Passing Wind  
The leaves are falling and the air has a crispness to it that 

lets you know that winter will soon be approaching. 

For many of us November was a very busy month – 

elections, fall meeting, taking our boats out of the water for 

the winter, Thanksgiving celebrations and family 

gatherings.  In the midst of all of this activity, we have lots 

of things happening with our club as well. We now have a 

presence on Facebook (thank you Eunice), we have our 

holiday party coming on Dec. 11th, and we are looking into 

providing more educational opportunities for our 

members. 

I hope that you will take advantage of what HHSA has to 

offer and that you participate in many of these activities. 

Having said that, if you have an idea for an event or 

program, please let me know. We are always looking for 

new ideas so that we can provide our members with great 

experiences and a greater sense of community. 

Please check our event calendar often, attend when 

possible, get to know all of our wonderful members and get 

involved.  

From the Helm 

A Fantastic Year! 

Membership Notes 
Membership directory… Printed or Online? 

Racing 

2016 HHSA Racing Season is coming to an end 

Communications 

Announcing HHSA on Facebook! 

Social 
A cavalcade of winter events 

Cruising 

The Halloween Spooky Cruise 

Women Underway 

Still active, more meetings! 

Fall Annual Meeting Attendees (photo: Bev Wright) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, Dec 10 Annual Holiday Party 

TBD Women Underway 

Wednesday, Dec 21 Winter Solstice 

Sunday, Dec 25 Christmas Day 

Monday, Dec 26 Kwanzaa (1st Day) 

Sunday, Jan 1 bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday, Nov 27 Frostbite 5 

Sunday, Dec 4 Frostbite 6 
 

http://www.hhsa.org/
https://hhsa.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=8237&item_id=511110
https://hhsa.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=8237&item_id=502943
https://hhsa.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=8237&item_id=502944
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES 

Vice Commodore Larry Brown, s/v Idyll Ours 

New Members 

Laurie-Ann and Sean Underwood (Nov 3, 2016) of 
Alexandria, VA and the s/v Bootlegger, a 1998 
Hunter 410 

Membership Notes 

Every year, usually in May, the Sailing Association 

Membership Directory is printed and distributed, one copy 

per primary member. At last Month’s annual membership 

meeting we discussed relying upon an all-digital directory 

and NOT publishing a printed directory. This would involve 

improving access on our website to membership data, and 

improving cell phone / PDA access. Ceasing printing and 

distributing Directories decreases future annual expenses & 

distribution effort. Of note, the printed directory is out-of-

date as soon as new members join (usually before the 

Directory is distributed); whereas the Association electronic 

database is always current. In either case, the data is only as 

current as the members keep it. 

The Board would like to know your opinion of relying upon 

the electronic database. Please take a moment to share your 

opinion: membership@hhsa.org 

There has never been a better time to belong to the region’s 

premier sailing association. It is a pleasure serving as your 

membership chairman, and I look forward to your continued 

involvement. 

Your membership in HHSA will expire at the end of January. I 

hope you recognize the value that membership continues to 

provide with member social activities, shared boat 

experiences with fellow sailors, and the camaraderie of folks 

with your passion for sailing. We continue to make strides 

increasing the value of your membership, such as newly 

added web site features, and the wide variety of association 

activities. In the coming year, you can expect many additional 

innovations as the new Board gets its oar in the water. HHSA 

needs your support to continue advancing its missions, so 

please renew your membership today. Membership is only 

$65, and is the best value on the Chesapeake Bay. 

Invite your boating friends to join. There is no need for them 

to wait until the official beginning of next season (April 1, 

2016). According to our by-laws “dues collected and 

applications received after the Annual November Meeting 

will be considered payment also for the following year.” 

We hope to see you at the upcoming events. And if you 

should head south to escape winter’s cold, please consider 

sharing your experiences with a short note that we can 

publish in our newsletter. 

Fall / Winter Informational Meetings: As we have in the past, 

we plan to host some informational meetings during the 

winter months while boats are on the hard. If you have any 

ideas / suggestions for topics or speakers please forward 

them to membership@hhsa.org. All ideas are welcome and 

will be considered. 

Membership Committee 

The HHSA By-Laws authorize a standing committee for 

membership. The functions of the committee include 

welcoming new members, community and organizational 

outreach, and general initiatives. If you are willing to join the 

HHSA membership committee, please contact the 

Committee Chairman, the Vice Commodore. 

membership@hhsa.org. 

Merchandise 

We have the fashion statement that you’ve been waiting for.  

Pictured are HHSA ball caps and visors.  We also have HHSA 

burgees.   Quantities are limited.  The price of HHSA 

merchandise is:  

Burgees $30.00 
Ball caps $20.00 
Visors $15.00 

The ball caps are Adams 6-panel low-profile pigment-dyed 

cotton twill with a tuck-away leather back strap and antiqued 

brass buckle.  They come in red, navy and charcoal, and have 

a “cool-crown” mesh liner inside, designed to promote 

cooling and minimize staining.  

http://www.hhsa.org/
mailto:membership@hhsa.org
mailto:membership@hhsa.org


 V o lu m e 36 , I s sue 12, December 2016 1 9 8 1 - 36th Sa i l ing Season – 2 0 1 6 

HARBOUR LIGHT 

 Her r i ng ton  Ha rbour  Sa i l i ng  Assoc ia t i on  ω  t h  .ƻȄ  мрл  ω  CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΣ  a5  нлтру 
 P a g e  3  o f  8  

For those of you that want something different with the 

HHSA logo, Marty's Bagworks has a wide selection of items.  

They also do custom logos and embroidery on the items that 

they sell.  Contact them directly to check out their products 

& prices. 

BoatUS Benefits 

Remember, as a Group Member of BoatUS, members of 

HHSA are entitled to individual membership at 50% off the 

normal price of $30.00.  The HHSA group benefit number is 

GA80463S. 

 RACING REPORT 

Rear Commodore Racing, David McCullough, s/v 
Gitana and s/v Zalek 

The 2016 HHSA Racing Season is coming to an end in a few  

 
Uncloudy Day, powering to the finish line in Frostbite 2 
(photo: Shermineh Jones) 

weeks with the last race of another great frostbite series 

happening on December 4.  Frostbite racing has been one of 

the more enjoyable racing events we have.  Lots of folks miss 

it by hauling their boats our early, but it really isn’t all that 

cold if you dress properly.  Mark it down as a priority for next 

year if you haven’t tried it. 

 

Cantata, Avalon and Endeavor approaching the finish, 
Frostbite 2 (photo: Shermineh Jones) 

Probably you haven’t noticed that our racing marks have 

been pulled for the season. Thanks to the volunteers that 

took on this difficult but satisfying task and thanks to Janet 

Crowder for providing storage space for the winter!  We have 

to haul the marks out each year to clean off the growth and 

maintain the tackle.  Chains seem to last about two seasons 

before they risk failing.   If you want to participate in a fun 

rite of spring, plan to come along in April when we reset the 

marks for 2017. 

2016 HHSA CORPORATE SPONSORS 

      

http://www.hhsa.org/
http://www.martysbagworks.com/
http://www.harneyyachtrigging.com/
http://www.northsails.com/
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Each year our Chesapeake Bay PHRF organization has a 

meeting of club delegates to discuss initiatives and vote on 

rule changes for the next year.  This year’s meeting took place 

on November 12 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Fredericksburg, 

VA.  On the agenda were several measures to improve PHRF 

racing on the Chesapeake Bay and improve PHRF’s 

administration.  The new President of PHRF, Marc Briere was 

particularly enthusiastic about promoting a number of 

measures to create considerably more transparency about 

how ratings are determined so that the process is open and 

fair.  There will be a new and vastly improved website more 

comparable to our sister PHRF organizations (PHRF New 

England is a great model), and there will be a much more 

aggressive effort to communicate with members and make 

PHRF more responsive to boats on the cruising end of the 

spectrum, including some ratings adjustments specific to 

cruising boats.  Having now attended several of these annual 

meetings over the years, this year’s was  

 
Spirit finishing in Frostbite 2 (photo: Shermineh Jones) 

far more animated and left me very hopeful for the future of 

PHRF racing on the Chesapeake.  I cast HHSA’s 37 votes in 

favor of all the measures proposed that created more 

openness and enhanced the cruising class ratings.  All these 

measures passed.  I voted against a proposal that would have 

changed the rating bands for the A fleets and the measure 

was defeated.  The minutes from the meeting will be posted 

on the PHRF of the Chesapeake website if you are interested. 

Perhaps you already know that Ted Slotwinski will be taking 

over as Rear Commodore for Racing for 2017.  Ted has had 

this gig before and he will be exceptional again.  I’m 

extremely pleased he’s stepping up to take on this task.   It 

has been an honor for me to fill the role for the last 3 years, 

but I need a break to keep up with my Monday through 

Friday job. I won’t be disappearing and I plan to continue to 

compile the early unofficial scores at Skippers as I’ve done for 

quite a few years now, and I will be just as active racing as 

we’ve been on Gitana in recent years.   As a club, I think HHSA 

did a lot of good things this year to improve our racing 

program.  High on my list of positives were the increased 

number of early season seminars for both new and 

experienced racers, extra practice races, and the new West 

River Race that Mark Burrows championed. 

 

RC going into postponement on Gitana during Frostbite 2 - 
trying to keep the anchor set! (photo: Shermineh Jones) 

These were positive things we can continue to build on.  My 

only concern relates to our numbers.  To be healthy, we 

really need about 30 active members. We had 27 boats 

compete in HHSA racing this year, compared to 31 in 2015 

and 28 in 2014, so we are holding our own, but it is not as 

good as the 35 boats that started in 2011, the year I first 

joined HHSA.  As little as 4 more active boats would be 

transformative, so I’ll be working with Ted and the 

http://www.hhsa.org/
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Competition Committee to promote our program more than 

ever this spring.   

It’s been a great season of racing this year.  Next year will be 

even better. 

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 

Rear Commodore Communications, Mark Burrows 

HHSA on Facebook 

There is a new Herrington Harbour Sailing Association page 

on Facebook! Our gift to you for the holidays. The new page 

is primarily to help folks find out about HHSA and see what 

we do. We’ve tested it over the last few weeks adding 

photos, videos, and announcements that were also posted 

on the HHSA.org website. 

The HHSA.org Forums are a dynamic communications 

interface for our 

members. We 

expect that to 

continue since each 

forum speaks to 

specific member 

audiences. The 

Facebook page only 

allows 

administrators and 

editors to post. 

Facebook users can 

still like, share, and 

comment on the posts. 

On HHSA.org, you will 

see the Facebook icon 

that will take you 

directly to Facebook. 

You will also see the Link 

icon. The Link Icon 

enables you to share 

your own HHSA website 

content on Facebook. 

This is limited to your own Photo Albums. 

We encourage HHSA users to check out the HHSA Facebook 

page, Share, and Like it. This will push postings to friends and 

crew members. For example, during the first two days of our 

testing, there were: 

¶ 26 views of the HHSA FB page 

¶ 84 people reached (people who saw an HHSA post 
without going to the page) 

¶ 124 engagement (likes, comments, and shares of posts 
without going to the page) 

Meanwhile, for the first 18 days of November, the HHSA 

Website had: 

¶ 239 visits 

¶ 22 logins  
The goal of the Facebook page is to increase our exposure to 

the sailing community and hopefully gain new members. We 

will continue our website presence and plan to improve it 

with a new smartphone app. More on that later. 

If you have suggestions, questions, or comments about the 

Facebook page, please pass them along to 

communications@hhsa.org. 

SOCIAL REPORT 

Rear Commodore Cruising, Vanessa Uelmen, s/v 
Kaya 

A CAVALCADE OF WINTER EVENTS 

This winter already boasts three events worthy of space on 

your calendar. First up is the Holiday Celebration. The 

festivities will take place from 4 - 7 p.m. on Sunday, 

December 11 at the home of Kathy and Gregg Borchelt, 356 

Walnut Avenue, North Beach, MD, 20714. Get into the spirit 

of the season by preparing a favorite hors d'oeuvre and 

selecting an appropriate beverage (wine with or without a 

sparkle, seasonal beer or ale, eggnog, etc.) to share with 

other HHSA revelers (who engage in noisy partying or 

merrymaking -- Thanks, Webster's). 

Next up is the annual end of the season banquet on January 

28, 2017 starting with cocktails and appetizers at 6:30 p.m. 

and ending with music, dancing and more revelry until 11:00 

p.m. Once again this stellar gathering will take place at the 

Herrington Yacht Club (Herrington-on-the-Bay, 7153 Lake 

Shore Drive, North Beach, MD 20714). The timing of the 

event this year begs for an Inaugural Ball styled event. So, 

pull out the semi- and full-on formal wear, dial up the 

glamour, and prepare to dine and dance the night away at 

http://www.hhsa.org/
mailto:communications@hhsa.org
https://www.facebook.com/Herrington-Harbour-Sailing-Association-745249938962472/
https://www.facebook.com/Herrington-Harbour-Sailing-Association-745249938962472/
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the HHSA "May You Live In Interesting Times" End of Season 

Banquet. Please join us for an evening of awards, door prizes, 

acknowledgments, music and food with the crème de la 

crème of HHSA society for a mere $95 per person. 

And in February plan on dealing with the (hopefully) last 

blasts of cold weather by attending Soup Night -- always a 

fun and warming get together. Laurie and Dave Albert are 

hosting. Peruse your recipes or crank up a Google search for 

a great soup to share. This is always a great way to wave 

goodbye to winter. And, as always, please use the website to 

register and garner more details about each event. 

CRUISING REPORT 

wŜŀǊ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜ /ǊǳƛǎƛƴƎΣ WǳŘȅ [ŀƳǇƭŜȅΣ ǎκǾ ¢Ωŀƛ [ƛ 
Unfortunately, the “official” cruising season for HHSA has 

come to a close with some beautiful weather, although cold 

(photo: Judy Lampley) 

and at times just a bit too windy.  (50 knot gusts, anyone??)  

Nevertheless, the season went out with a bang (or should I 

say “Boo”) with the Halloween Spooky Cruise on October 29-

30 hosted by Pat and Ron McCallum of s/v Vela Nova.  

Following is their account of what sounds like a great 

weekend! 

 

(photo: Judy Lampley) 

“The spectre of goblins and ghosts was not enough to deter 

 

(photo: Judy Lampley) 

http://www.hhsa.org/
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 a hearty band of revelers from the 2016 Halloween Cruise – 

destination, scenic Sheephead Cove in the Rhode River.  

Cruise-hosts Pat and Ron McCallum of s/v Vela Nova treated 

cruisers to hot spicy cider mixed with dark rum, along with 

an accompaniment of warm artichoke dip.  Brisk but 

comfortable winds favored those who aimed northward for 

Bloody Point and then turned westward to the West River.  

The anchorage and weather were outstanding with into the 

early evening.  All crews managed to successfully navigate to 

the Cove and, importantly, around perversely named “High 

Island” which, in fact, is completely submerged beneath the 

surface of the water.   The water depth in the Cove’s 

relatively roomy anchorage is nine feet, skirted by shallower 

depths waiting to snare the inattentive sailor. 

“Boats participating in the cruise were Diva II (Andrea  

Heintzelman & Stephan Leader) , Idyll Ours (Pam & Larry 

Brown), Palmeto Moon (Jill & Bill Boggs), Celtic Voyager 

(Maureen & Kevin Smedley), and ±Ŝƭŀ bƻǾŀΦέ 

WOMEN UNDERWAY 

Past Commodore Bev Wright, s/v Whoosh 
Please mark your calendars for the 2017 Women Underway 

Winter Sunday Brunch schedule at The Public House, 

National Harbor, Fleet Street, Oxon Hill, MD. The dates are 

1/15, 2/12 and 3/12.  The time this year will be from 11:30 

AM to 1:30 PM - hopefully this will interfere less with Sunday 

morning activities. 

If you have any thoughts about guest speakers, please let me 

know. 

The HHSA Board has not put together a calendar yet for those 

months, but if they schedule a racing seminar or other event, 

I might have to change the dates to accommodate. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.hhsa.org/
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HHSA 2016 Chesapeake Bay Event 

Calendar  
Each month in the Newsletter, a short summary of 

significant events around the Bay that members may 

find of interest will be provided.  If you are aware of a 

related future event/s - please notify the Vice 

Commodore so it can be shared with fellow members.   

membership@hhsa.org 

 

DECEMBER  

 

December 3 
 
Dec 4th  -  (Sun day)  HHSA Race  -  

Frostbite #6  
 

 
http://www.baydreaming.com/about - the -

chesapeake -bay/explore/  
 
 

 

http://www.hhsa.org/
mailto:membership@hhsa.org

