
SF Stillaguamish Floodplain and Riparian Enhancement Project Meeting Summary 

On December 7, 2021, three WKC members and Tom O’Keefe with American Whitewater met 

with representatives of the Mt Baker-Snoqualmie Forest and Stillaguamish Tribe. This is a 

summary of that meeting. 

The lack of USFSs outreach during the public comment period was discussed. Tom O’Keefe 

with American Whitewater suggested project pre-scoping outreach by the USFS. USFS was 

agreeable – however, in this meeting the community only touched one person in a large, complex 

agency. It was established that the whitewater community wants and needs to be involved in 

aquatic projects, primarily for safety reasons. 

Tom noted the Olympic National Forest has been good about contacting him early in the 

planning process of its projects. The whitewater community needs more volunteers to assist with 

its outreach to agencies and to assist with monitoring the USFS Schedule of Proposed Action 

(SOPA) reports. 

The Gold Basin slide was contributing the equivalent of twenty-eight dump truck loads per day, 

every day, of silt and sediment to SF Stillaguamish River. Gold Basin was identified as 

problematic, and studies began in 1954. The project idea of reducing the volume of silt and 

sediment discharge has been in planning for almost three decades. 

The scope of work included three main elements. (a) rechanneling a section of river, (b) 

excavation of large sediment ponds, and (c) construction of three separate walls. Wetland 

planting is scheduled to occur winter/spring 2021/2022. 

The wall designs include a meander jam, large woody debris, and live crib wall. The meander 

jam and crib wall designs are keyed to a scour depth determined by the engineer, and are tied 

with metal rods, nuts, and washers. The middle section, the large woody debris section, is not 

keyed or tied. The middle section was value engineered due to lack of funding. 

During two high water events, there were partial failures of the middle section, which introduced 

logs to the river. USFS was interested in project wood deposited in Robe Canyon. It is expected 

that with future heavy rain events, the middle wall section will continue to realize failure and 

deposit additional logs. In the boater’s opinion, with failure of the middle section, there is 

increased risk of failure of the lower section. Large releases of logs from wall failures may result 

in downstream hazards. 

It should be noted that the project goal was not to eliminate the introduction of silt and sediment. 

The design goal was to reduce the introduction of silt/sediment. The Tribe has been taking 

regular turbidity readings above and below the slide for five years. A photo of one small active 

stream leaching silt from the project area was provided during the meeting. USFS noted that 

turbidity has been reduced by an order of magnitude with completion of the project. The goal is 

to continue readings for another five years, however, there is no permit requirement for this 

monitoring. 



The project cost was $5.3 million. The project was boosted by the Stillaguamish Tribe and the 

local Watershed Council. We wanted to know if future work (e.g. repairs) would be let under the 

existing project, thus eliminating the requirement for public comment, or if they would open a 

new project thus requiring the opportunity for public comment. USFS does not know at this time 

how future work will be funded and contracted. 

To provide comment on this project please email the USFS at FS-comments-pacificnorthwest-

mtbaker-snoqualmie@usda.gov 

For additional information and to see a video of the walls refer to WKC River Advocacy forum 

posts June 10, 2021 and September 20, 2021. 


