Hit-and-Run Cycling Fatality Solved Through Reddit
Hit-and-run drivers are the lowest of the low. Not only do they injure
people with their careless and negligent behavior, they don’t have the
guts or the decency to stop, render aid and identify themselves. But
they don’t always get away with it.
Bicycling.com had an interesting story about a hit-and-run crash in
Washington State which took the life of a woman cyclist. She was a 63year-old mother and grandmother who was riding alone. From the
physical evidence it was apparent the driver veered out of their lane
before hitting her. Hours passed before her mangled bicycle was
spotted and she was found. The driver did not come out of hiding
despite the family’s pleas.
As is the case in many hit-and-run crashes, there was a piece of the car
which had broken off and was found on the roadway by investigating
officers. Not knowing what type of vehicle was involved, the police
posted the photo of the part on Twitter asking the public to help
identify the vehicle. That post found its way to Reddit, a social
discussion website.
Someone who was a Reddit follower had worked as a vehicle inspector
in Maryland and identified the piece of the vehicle as a headlight
assembly from a mid-1980s Chevy truck. This piece of information was
followed by an anonymous tip to the police about a 1986 Chevy K-10
pickup truck which had damage to its front headlight. This led the
police to the driver who lived in a nearby town. When confronted by
the officers with the evidence, the driver admitted his involvement. He
was charged with multiple offenses including vehicular homicide, drug

possession and leaving the scene (which is a felony in Florida if an injury
was involved).
A little closer to home, Reddit has been credited with identifying a
vehicle involved in a hit-and-run crash of a 53-year-old female cyclist in
Hillsborough County, which resulted in her hospitalization. At the time
of the writing of the article, no suspect had been identified. However,
at the crash site authorities found the front right air dam from the
suspect’s vehicle. They shared the photograph on Facebook asking the
public’s help in identifying the type of car involved. Again, that post
made it to Reddit where it generated hundreds of comments and
discussion among users. The consensus narrowed it down to a 20072009 Toyota Camry LE.
In this last case no arrest had been made the time of the article,
therefore the police were not giving specific credit to Reddit in
identifying the vehicle. They did acknowledge they do not ignore
information provided on social media platforms and discussion boards.
This case will, most likely, come down to some citizen identifying a
vehicle with matching damage which will lead to an arrest.
While there is much to be cautious about on the internet, it is
fascinating how it can be helpful finding the proverbial “needle in a
haystack.”
Jim Dodson is a cyclist and an experienced injury & bicycle accident lawyer. Although his primary office is in
Clearwater, he represents injury victims throughout Florida. He is a bicycle safety advocate and serves on the
Board of the Florida Bicycle Association. He is also the author of the Florida Bicycle Accident Handbook. For
answers to you cycling questions, please visit www.floridacyclinglawyer.com.
*Legal information is not legal advice. Nothing in this article may be considered legal advice. If you have specific
questions for Jim Dodson, simply call his office at 1-888-340-0840. There is never a charge to talk about your case.

