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Headmaster Marty
Doggett hands a check
for the new squad car
to Newbury Police
Chief Michael A.
Reilly. Selectman Joe
Story looks on.

Good Neighbors
Governor’s Academy Donations
Beneﬁt Police, Local Schools
The Governor’s Academy in Byﬁeld
won the thanks of the Newbury Police this
June when the school donated $30,000 to
buy the police department a new, fully outﬁtted squad car. One of the department’s
three patrol cars had been damaged in
severe ﬂooding that hit the area in May.
“Words can’t express our gratitude,”
Newbury Police Chief Michael Reilly told
Headmaster Martin Doggett.
The school – known as Governor
Dummer Academy up until July 1 of this
year – regularly makes contributions to the
local police and ﬁre departments and emergency squads in appreciation of their hard
work. Two years ago, the Academy gave
$10,000 to the Byﬁeld Fire Department for
its new ﬁre station.
“Over the years, we have been committed to being a good neighbor,” Doggett
said.
Donations to the police and ﬁre departments and emergency squads are not
the only contributions this historic school
has made to its community. Doggett recently presented more than 20 used laptop
computers to the Newbury Elementary
School. The students will use the computers in the classrooms for projects and
research.

In June, The Governor’s Academy also
welcomed area teachers to a multi-day
workshop on the Modular Object Oriented
Dynamic Learning Environment, known
as Moodle. The academy has been using
Moodle, an international Internet teaching
program, for four years.
The Academy also plays host to the
Fireman’s Ball, the Great Chef ’s fundraiser
for Anna Jaques Hospital and fundraisers
for the local elementary school, all free of
charge. The school’s tech group also has
built sets for the elementary school for the
last few years.
Students take an active role when the
Academy hosts the New England Special
Olympics Fall Soccer Tournament every
year. They also work in the Boston Food
Bank one weekend morning a year and
organize, publicize and help run the two
American Red Cross Blood drives that the
Academy holds annually.
In addition, students take part in
independent community service projects,
working in hospitals, local schools, afterschool and day care centers, nursing homes
and counseling centers.
The academy instills its motto – “not
for self, but for others” – in its students by
requiring them to take part in community
service in order to graduate.



state tax return. Premiums would be
set on a sliding income scale.

House Bill 1978: An Act Relative to
School Buses and the Operation Thereof

“I am here to help you in whatever
way I can to make your institutions
thrive.”

HB 1978 would remove the special
status granted to nonproﬁt schools and
colleges and make sweeping changes to
the law governing the use of 14-passenger
school activity vehicles.

In other matters, Healey, the Republican candidate for governor this fall, said
she would like to institute a charitable tax
deduction in Massachusetts that would
beneﬁt nonproﬁt organizations. She noted
that 70 percent of voters approved that
measure in the 2000 elections, but the
legislature has ignored the mandate.
The lieutenant governor called nonproﬁt schools and colleges in Massachusetts
“our brain trust” but added that Beacon
Hill rarely draws on them to help create
public policy.
“If I have the opportunity to [be
elected governor],” she said, “I would bring
together the academic community with the
government so we can draw on that intelligence and expertise. It’s important that
we have more discussion.”
She urged MANS&C members to
become more involved in the political
process, adding, “I am here to help you in
whatever way I can to make your institutions thrive.”
A Beverly resident, Healey has two
children who attend Shore Country Day
School.
She received a bachelor’s degree in
government from Harvard College in 1982
and went on to receive a Ph.D. in political
science and law from Trinity College in
Dublin, Ireland.
Before being elected lieutenant governor in 2002, Healey was chairman of
the state Republican Party and a law and
public safety consultant. She also is the
author of four books.

In 1996, through the efforts of
MANS&C the legislature exempted 14passenger school activity vehicles from
regulations governing full-sized school
buses when they are used by private schools
for athletics or school-related events and
driven by teachers, coaches, directors or
caregivers. The measure was implemented
under the direction of Daniel Grabauskas,
who was registrar of Motor Vehicles at the
time.
His successor, Registrar Kimberly
Hinden, reafﬁrmed that the vehicles were
to be considered private passenger motor
vehicles rather than school buses when
used in this way. The vehicles meet federal
safety standards.
Current status: Because of
MANS&C’s vigorous opposition, the bill
was set aside for study and was not acted
upon in the formal session.

House Bills 2317, 2389 and 2416 all
relate to the taxation of real property
HB 2317 would require nonproﬁt
schools of higher learning to make payments to their communities equal to the
amount they would have paid in property
taxes. HB 2389 creates a complex formula
for nonproﬁt schools and colleges to pay
local property taxes. HB 2416 would give
voters or city councils the right to decide
whether voluntary payments are equitable.

Senate Bill 2531: An Act Relative to
Municipal Zoning, Subdivision Control
and Planning
This bill strengthens the regulatory
powers of local governments for municipal
subdivision and planning. Under existing
law, municipalities may review site plans.
This measure gives them the authority to
substantively disapprove them and sets up
an appeal process.
Current status: Because of
MANS&C’s efforts, this bill was set aside
for further study and remained in committee when the formal session ended.

House Bill 2567: An Act Relative to
Cities and Towns and Tax-Exempt Properties
This bill would give local communities the right of ﬁrst refusal when nonproﬁt
schools and colleges want to sell their taxexempt real estate or convert it to residential, commercial or industrial use. The bill
also would apply to real estate that is no
longer tax-exempt but had been within the
last two years.
If the real estate is being sold, cities
and towns would have 120 days to match
the offer after receiving the purchase and
sale agreement. When real estate is being
converted to other use without being sold,
communities would have the option to
purchase it at the fair market price as determined by an impartial appraisal.


House Bill 3637: An Act Relative to
Enhancing the Health of School Children
Under this bill, nonproﬁt schools
would have to inform parents that, unlike
public schools, they are not required to
conduct certain health examinations on
their students. The schools also would
be required to annually obtain physicians’
statements from parents saying that the
examinations have taken place.
Current status: This bill went
through a number of changes in recent
months. An amendment tacked on just
before the end of the session required private schools to notify all of their students
that private schools were not bound by this
legislation unless parents or guardians communicated to the school that they wanted
their children examined. The Senate passed
the amended bill.
MANS&C prevented the House from
concurring with this amendment, which
killed the bill in the full formal session.
Although this matter can be taken up in
the House in the informal session, one vote
in the House requesting non-concurrence
will effectively kill the bill through the balance of the year.


After a public hearing, the city or
town may assign its option to purchase to
a nonproﬁt conservation organization or to
the commonwealth.

Current status: All of these bills were
set aside for study through MANS&C’s
efforts and were not acted upon in the
formal session.


To include the activities of your school or
college in this column, please send them to the
MANS&C communications specialist, Ann
Hall, at annhall68@comcast.net.
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Current status: Through the opposition of MANS&C, the bill was set aside
for study and was not acted upon in the
formal session.

MANS&C Legislative Counsel John
W. Spillane, second from left, with
board member Debbie Martin, left,
State Sen. Joan M. Menard and
board member Bill Conley
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