Ten Points to Manhood for Black Boys in America

1. Acknowledge that you are not the final or ultimate arbiter of any of life’s values.  In sincerity and humility seek guidance from the One Creator and Sustainer of all life.  Grow to be a God-conscious man.
2. Seek knowledge and sources of knowledge.  Be able to differentiate between information and knowledge.  Be comfortable with all forms of learning, but be especially comfortable with being able to read, comprehend, and synthesize that information into usable knowledge.
3. Have a moral and socially acceptable compass.  Be a compassionate person of strong conviction.  Know how to deal with adversity and triumph without self pity or self aggrandizement.  Know how to be a gentleman respectful of the inherent value of women and Black women in particular.  Don’t use Black women as your personal play ground or for your lustful amusements.
4. Be of value to your community.  Add something enduring and beneficial to the life of where you live and the people around you. Practice what you preach.
5. Learn how to question the status quo and how to debate without becoming belligerent.  If you have a good foundation of knowledge and how to access the sources of knowledge, you can learn how to question and seek the truth.  Be able to listen.  Don’t be quick to condemn and prepare yourself to have solutions not just criticisms.
6. Learn how to conserve your wealth and how to spend wisely.  Don’t be a spendthrift or a miser.  Give unceasingly but with consideration to deservedness.  Remember that all charity begins at home.  Make sure you are able to support yourself and your family.  Put yourself in a position where you have options.
7. Learn how to be healthy.  Exercise to make yourself fit in very practical and a meaningful way.  Have fun.  Set out some physical goals for yourself that test your commitment, stamina and strength.  Let your adversaries know that you can protect yourself, your family, and our community if need be.  Keep a healthy diet. Learn some form of martial arts, how to safely and confidently handle a firearm, basic first aid and CPR, and how to fend for yourself and provide for your family in an emergency.
8. People say “don’t judge a book by its cover”, but you will never find a book without a cover, and folk generally don’t buy books if the cover isn’t at first attractive.  Cultivate good manners and a sense of what is appropriate in different situations.  Dress well and to be attractive.  You want people to want to be around you and if you as well groomed and presentable as you can be you have won the first battle in the social context. Develop your own style and presentation.
9. Learn how to speak well and have folk understand you when you speak.  Jargon and slang are good when you are with your boys, but not in the professional world.  Learn how to “code switch”.  
10. Become confident in who you are.  Let folk know you stand for something.  Fear no man (see point number 1).  Walk with your head up, but in full humility to God.  
L.A. Davis, April 2014
