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New ADS Vaccination Rule
By Esther “Boots” Wright

T

he ADS Event Standards Committee formulated the
ADS Vaccination Rule in response to concerns about
the spread of Equine Herpes (Rhinopneumonitis)
and Influenza during competitions. Several outbreaks
have occurred nationwide, which have resulted the diseases being spread to other areas before they could be
contained. There has also been quarantine of horses at
venues. This becomes a very difficult situation as transport of equines from these venues has been prohibited.
As we speak a horse which has been entered in the 12
million dollar Pegasus World Cup horse race, to be held
at Gulfstream Park in Florida, has been quarantined at a
fairgrounds in Louisiana due to several cases of EH1 on
the premises.
In an effort to prevent such an outbreak and subsequent
problems, the ADS adopted the vaccination rule. This
rule calls for vaccination within six months of the
competition. It describes the methods for administration,
either by the owner (or other person responsible) or by
veterinarian. A record of the vaccination is to be kept and
presented at the competition venue.
In these days of intra and interstate travel of equines to
competitions and venues, this seemed to be a logical and
easy first step to disease prevention amongst the driving
community.
Any questions can be directed to any member of the
Event Standards Committee.
Vaccination RCP
GR1 Ch3 Art6 6.3
At American Driving Society, Inc. (ADS) recognized
events, all equines entering the event location must be
accompanied by documentation of Equine Influenza
Virus and Equine Herpes Virus (Rhinopneumonitis)
vaccinations within six months prior to entering the

competition venue. Equines not in compliance with
this rule may be required to leave the driving event
location upon request by competition management.
Documentation should consist of one of the following
methods found below.
The frequency of vaccine administration should
be as recommended by the vaccine manufacturer
or veterinarian. It is recommended that vaccines be
administered by or under the direction of a veterinarian.
Documentation should consist of one of the following:
a) In the case of vaccines given by a veterinarian,
the person responsible, upon request by competition
management, must provide documentation from the
veterinarian, documenting that the equine in question
received the vaccinations on the date administered and
the name of the vaccine.
b) In the case of vaccines administered by a person
other than a veterinarian, the person responsible, upon
request of competition management, must provide a
receipt of the vaccine purchase which is signed by the
person responsible, the equine’s name the serial number
and expiration date of the vaccine and the date of
administration.
c) In the case of an equine that is unable to receive
either of the vaccines due to a history of adverse reactions,
the person responsible, upon request by competition
management, must provide a letter from the veterinarian
on official letterhead stating the equine cannot be
vaccinated due to medical concerns and a log of the
equine’s temperature taken at least twice daily for the
seven days prior to arrival at the competition grounds.
These equines must also have their temperatures taken and
recorded twice daily while on the competition grounds.
The log of temperatures taken should be provided to the
competition management, steward or technical delegate
when requested.

Sample Vaccination Form:
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