Paul Meier
Paul Meier is a dialect coach for theatre and film; a voice-over artist with many commercials and
audio books to his credit; and a theatre professor specializing in voice, speech, accents and dialects,
and heightened text. Paul also works with clients on accent reduction. This has been his calling for
more than 40 years, in his native London, in the United States where he is now based, and all over
the world. Paul Meier Dialect Services has been a leading Internet presence since 1998, attracting
thousands of clients with its dialect books and CDs, and show-specific dialect designs.
He has coached many feature films, including Oscar-winning director Ang Lee’s Ride with the Devil,
starring Tobey Maguire, Skeet Ulrich and Jewel, and close to two-hundred plays and musicals for the
theatre in more than a dozen countries.
Paul is the founder and director of the International Dialects of English Archive (IDEA), the internet’s
largest archive of English-language accents and dialects as spoken by people around the globe.
With his wide range of character voices and dialects, Paul is much in demand as a voice-over artist
and has been heard internationally in commercials for such clients as Ford, Coca-Cola, Sprint, Bayer,
and Walmart — he was the voice of the Walmart icon Smiley in 2003.
Beginning in 1975 with his reading of Of Mice and Men for the BBC, he has recorded numerous audio
books; Ayn Rand’s famous novel, Anthem, is his most recent. During his membership in the
famous BBC Drama Repertory Company, Paul acted in over 100 radio dramas, working alongside
such colleagues as Richard Burton, Derek Jacobi, and Paul Scofield.
He has taught at some of the most famous theatre schools such as The Royal Academy of Dramatic
Art (RADA), The London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA), Webber Douglas, North
Carolina School of the Arts, and at the University of Kansas from 1988 to 2018, where he was Head
of Voice in the Theatre Department. He is now Professor Emeritus at KU, and it was at that university
that he founded the International Dialects of English Archive (IDEA).
Education:
Rose Bruford College of Speech & Drama, London; Dip.Ed., Honors in Phonetics and Dialects
University of Kent at Canterbury, England; BA (Honors), English & American Literature
University of London, Certificate of Proficiency in Phonetics (first class)

